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SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
ST. MARY CHURCH 

212 S. High St .• Hillsboro, OH 45133 

937-403-2510• edbourdase@yahoo.com 
www.saintmaryhillsboro.org 

Masses Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

612 E. Mulberry St. • West Union, OH 45693 

937-544-2757 • secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

www.holytrinity-ac.org 

Masses Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11 :00 a.m. 

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m. 

FR. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR 
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ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH 

204 S. Second St.• Greenfield, OH 45123 

937-981-2785 • stbenignus@gmail.com

www.stbenignus.com 

Masses Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m. 

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m. 

ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH 

205 Wendell Ave. • Peebles, OH 45660 

937-544-2757 • secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

www.holytrinity-ac.org 

Masses Sun. 8:30 a.m. 

Tues. 9:00 a.m. Thurs. 9:00 a.m. 

FR. MARK BREDESTEGE, VICAR 

937-637-8035 • frbredestege@holytrinity-ac.org
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ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY COLLECTION – APRIL 14, 2024
Weekly Need............................................................................................................$	 6,500.00
Weekly Collection.....................................................................................................$	 4,084.00
CRS Rice Bowl...........................................................................................................$	 290.06
Variance...................................................................................................................$	 -2,416.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED....................................................................................................$	 273,000.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED...........................................................................................$	 255,096.00
VARIANCE.................................................................................................................$	 -17,904.00

ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION – APRIL 14, 2024
Weekly Need............................................................................................................$	 1,900.00
Weekly Collection.....................................................................................................$	 2,102.00
Variance...................................................................................................................$	 +202.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED....................................................................................................$	 79,800.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED...........................................................................................$	 96,741.00
VARIANCE.................................................................................................................$	 +16,941.00

Thank You for your Generosity!
St. Mary Online Giving Link

osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds

ST. MARY
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
George Sakash
  Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
  Phone: 937-661-4835
RCIA:
Joyce Combs
  Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(GRADES PRE-K THROUGH 12TH)
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
  Phone: 937-840-9932
  Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Lynn Turner
  Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL: 
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant & 
 Beacons of Light
  Office: 937-840-9932
  Cell: 937-205-3038
  Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
Gene DeBruin
  Phone: 937-981-2785
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Bruce Bennett, Sr.
  Phone: 740-463-3406
RCIA:
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:
Chyane Collins
  Phone: 740-572-2101
  Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.
  Phone: 740-572-2085
  Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Kristy Bockrath
  Phone: 937-361-6590
  Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX:
President: Paula Miller
  Phone: 937-876-9883
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY:
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE:
  Phone: 937-981-2785;
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 21, 2024

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE 
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
Sunday, April 21, 2024
	 8:00 a.m.	 St. Mary	 Zachary Schmidt (Bob & Joyce Wendell)

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY AT 9:45 A.M. EVERY SUNDAY 
BEFORE 10:00 A.M. MASS AT ST. MARY CHURCH 
	 10:00 a.m.	 St. Mary	 Norm Breckel (Dr. James Pardi)
	 Noon	 St. Benignus	 Anthony Beverly (Josh Beverly)
			   Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Tuesday, April 23, 2024
	 9:15 a.m.	 St. Mary	 Healing for Joe Vermeersch (Cindy Sprauer)
ROSARY EVERY TUESDAY AT 11:00 A.M. AT ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH
	 11:30 a.m.	 St. Benignus	 The Flynn Family (Bob Dye)
			   Fr. Mark Bredestege

ROSARY EVERY THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
3RD THURSDAY MASS EVERY MONTH IS DEDICATED TO PRO-LIFE
Thursday, April 25, 2024
	 7:00 p.m.	 St. Mary	 Florencio & Carolina Besana; Doroteo & Virginia Salido 
			    (Sid & Dr. Monica Salido)
			   Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Friday, April 26, 2024
	 Noon	 St. Benignus	 Kathy Flynn Dye (Birthday) (Eric & Cathy Givens)
			   Fr. Mark Bredestege

Saturday, April 27, 2024
	 3:30 p.m.	 St. Benignus	 Marty Smrek (Pat Adams)
	 5:30 p.m.	 St. Mary	 Ellen Parker, Barton Parker, Lawrence Hunt &
			    Nellie Andrews (Deacon Len Parker)
			   Fr. Mark Bredestege

Sunday, April 28, 2024
	 8:00 a.m.	 St. Mary	 Georgeann Ottaway (Kelly Wehrung)
	 10:00 a.m.	 St. Mary	 Aralyn Slack (Walters Family)
	 Noon	 St. Benignus	 Nancy, Joyce & Lucy (Sisters of Gene Kropfelder)
			    (Gene Kropfelder)
			   Fr. Mark Bredestege



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER	 APRIL 20/21, 2024

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Remember in your prayers those 
parishioners or their family or friends who 
are sick, in the hospital, nursing home, 
homebound or in need of prayers…

ST. BENIGNUS &
ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Brittany Kinzer, Eric Arrington, Paula 
Miller, Ann Marie Gunderman, Claudia 
Frank, Holly Ruth Givens, Jeff Hadley, 
Becky Hiser, Theresa Shackelford, Cathy 
Thompson, Teresa Staten, Edna Maxwell, 
Jean Smith, Howard Smith, Deacon Len 
Parker, Todd Blankenship, Kirk Wuelnar, 
Elaine Feder, Thomsen Family, Slack 
Family, Nita Villanueva, Nick Oglesby

**To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer 
List, please inform the office (937-840-
9932, St. Mary) or leave a note in the 
collection basket. (St. Benignus Church 
Office, 937-981-2785)**

BULLETIN DEADLINE
**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. 
in writing or e-mail at justleahatstmary@
gmail.com, or submit in my mailbox 
located at the front of the school or call 
the office at 937-840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$70,532.21 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall.

ST. MARY CHURCH
BINGO INCOME
Total since May 5, 2023: $13,472.15
Bingo Team 3 (May 3, 2024)
Brandon Fullenkamp, Karen Hawk, David 
Sprauer, Courtney Gallimore, JoAnn 
Moyer, Mary Wise, Tom Moran

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS!
April 21 – Abby Kelly, Dave Tamborski
April 22 – John Miller
April 24 – Janet Butler, Janet Inkrot,
  Mary Remsing
April 25 – Tabor Tesmer
April 26 – Leah Salyer, Joyce Wendell
April 27 – Kimber Cooper, Bryant Salyer
April 28 – Ken Nauman, Caleb Worley
April 29 – Vickie Everhart
April 30 – Linda Schweitzer, Mike Witt
May 1 – Alexander Gillespie, Bob Inkrot,  
  Danielle Whitt
May 2 – Bruce Bagshaw
May 3 – Victoria House
May 4 – Monica Salido
May 5 – Susan Iseman Hallows
May 6 – Taryn Hastings

BEACONS OF LIGHT
Evangelization Team: Meets August 1, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
  at Holy Trinity Church Hall – West Union

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, April 21, 2024
	 8:45 a.m.	 PSR – Parish Hall – St. Mary
	 10:30 a.m.	 PSR – Rel. Ed. Bldg. – St. Benignus

Sunday, April 28, 2024
	 8:45 a.m.	 PSR – Parish Hall – St. Mary
	 10:30 a.m.	 PSR – Rel. Ed. Bldg. – St. Benignus

Saturday, May 4, 2024 
	 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.	 First Communion Retreat – Parish Hall – St. Mary

Sunday, May 5, 2024
	 8:45 a.m.	 PSR - Last class, family carry-in breakfast – Parish Hall – St. Mary
	 10:00 a.m.	 May Crowning, please bring flowers to carry in procession. – St. Mary

Saturday, May 11, 2024
	 10:00 a.m.	 Women’s Prayer Group – Mary Queen of Heaven

Sunday, May 12, 2024
	 11:00 a.m.	 Knights of Columbus St. Benignus in Father Lay Hall – St.Benignus

Sunday, May 19, 2024
	 10:00 a.m.	 First Communion Mass – St. Mary

July 29th-August 2nd, 2024 
	 6:00-8:00 p.m.	 VBS – Big Top Heroes - Holy Trinity Church
		   Contact Kathy Gerth for more Information (937) 661-4070

FAMILY PICNIC FOR OUR LADY OF THE HILLS
Mark your calendars! Our Lady of the Hills family picnic planning 
meeting will be Friday, May 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in one of the classrooms 
downstairs at Holy Trinity Hall. We will be planning the 2024 Family 
picnic. For those who were able to attend the picnic last year, you know 
how great it was to meet and talk with parishioners we don’t routinely 
get to see! Everyone is encouraged to attend, and volunteers are most 
welcome. Hope to see you there! For more information, contact Kim 

Paquette at 937-544-2757, ext. 101 or Leah Salyer at 937-840-9932.



ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

APRIL CLERGY COMMUNICATIONS

ATTEND THE NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
JULY 17-21 IN INDIANAPOLIS
Join thousands of fellow disciples from across the U.S. and beyond for 
this event, which will include prayer, workshops, concerts, and more. The 
National Congress is a centerpiece of the multi-year Eucharistic Revival 
initiated and led by the U.S. Catholic Bishops. Groups or individuals may 
register for the entire event or for just a day. For more information, go to 
https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/.

FOOD FOR ALL
Nutritional, affordable food is not readily available to every person in the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Hunger exists in our communities. Catholic 
Charities Southwestern Ohio travels to where hunger is located in Adams, 
Brown, Clermont, Clinton and Highland Counties. Interested in reducing 
hunger and food insecurity, volunteering at a mobile pantry or learning 
more about hunger in our area? Call April Hoak, Food for All coordinator, 
at 513-672-3720 or email ahoak@ccswoh.org. 

BECOME AN EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER
OF HOLY COMMUNION (EMHC)
Formation and training for new and veteran Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion will take place this spring. Some sessions will focus on 
ministry to the sick, hospitalized, and homebound and all sessions will 
prepare you to serve as an EMHC in your parish community. You can find 
more info and register at www.catholicaoc.org/worship.

PROPHECY, DISCERNMENT AND EVANGELIZATION
May 24-26, 2024
Our Lady of Guadalupe Discipleship Center 
5701 Lawshe Road, Peebles, Ohio 45660

​St. Paul tells us to seek the gift of prophecy above all other Gifts in 1 Cor. 
14:1. Discernment is important to determine true prophecy from false 
prophecy. These gifts of the Holy Spirit are very effective when carrying 
out the commission to Evangelize.

Register at presentationministries.com or call 513-373-2397.

LADIES AUXILIARY
Ladies Aux. held their meeting and election of officers on April 11, 2024 
The following results were:

	 President	 Paula Miller
	 Vice President	 Yvonne Miller
	 Secretary	 Kristy Bockrath
	 Treasurer	 Kristy Bruckner

We would like to thank these ladies for accepting these positions for 
another year. All the Ladies of the Parish are invited to the meetings. Dues 
will stay the same $10.00. Please come join us for an evening of fun and 
help your Parish.

SOUTHEAST DEANERY CENTURY FARM AWARD
Once again, Southeast Catholic Rural Life would like to honor Catholic 
families who have farmed and nurtured the same land for 100 years or 
more. Presentation of the awards will be made at the Fall Farm Mass on 
Friday, September 6, 2024. To qualify, the owner must be a practicing 
Catholic, the farm must be located in the Southeast Deanery and a 
copy of the original deed needs to be attached to the application form 
and submitted by Friday, May 31, 2024. Applications can be obtained by 
going to https://resources.catholicaoc.org/offices/catholic-social-action/
task-forces-committees/catholic-rural-life. Questions may be referred to 
Marilyn Fryer at 937-378-4583.

NOVENA TO ST. PEREGRINE (APRIL 23RD UNTIL
MAY 1ST,THE FEAST OF ST. PEREGRINE)
St. Peregrine is a holy Italian priest from the 1300’s. St. Peregrine was 
miraculously healed through a vision of Christ touching the cancerous 
growth on his foot the night before his amputation surgery. He was 
amazed to find his leg completely healed!

Cancer has affected so many in some way. Please pray for family members, 
friends, or fellow parishioners who are suffering/life threatening health 
from cancer or have passed away, recently or many years ago.
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Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line

Holding cars in Holiday Trails; Enter Hill Rd to Hickory Trail to Maple Trail to Woodland Trail to Acorn

Thursday, April 25th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm
Thursday, May 23rd, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm
Thursday, June 27th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm

Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration.
If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.

Highland Co Food for All 
Mobile Pantry
Every 4th Thursday of Month
Greater Life Assembly Church: 12145 N. Shore Dr.

Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line

Holding cars in Holiday Trails; Enter Hill Rd to Hickory Trail to Maple Trail to Woodland Trail to Acorn

Thursday, April 25th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm
Thursday, May 23rd, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm
Thursday, June 27th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm

Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration.
If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.

Highland Co Food for All 
Mobile Pantry
Every 4th Thursday of Month
Greater Life Assembly Church: 12145 N. Shore Dr.

Questions or willing to volunteer… Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720
Made possible by Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio, Freestore Foodbank, Anthem 

and the strong support of Greater Life Assembly Church. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Questions or willing to volunteer… Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720
Made possible by Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio, Freestore Foodbank, Anthem 

and the strong support of Greater Life Assembly Church. . 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line

Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Tuesday, May 28th, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Tuesday, June 25th, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration.

If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.

Adams Co. Food for All 
Mobile Pantry
Every 4th Tuesday of Month
Adams County Fairgrounds, Boyd Ave West Union

Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line

Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Tuesday, May 28th, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Tuesday, June 25th, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration.

If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.

Adams Co. Food for All 
Mobile Pantry
Every 4th Tuesday of Month
Adams County Fairgrounds, Boyd Ave West Union

Questions or willing to volunteer… Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720

Made possible by Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio, Freestore Foodbank, Anthem 
and the strong support of area churches and volunteers.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Questions or willing to volunteer… Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720

Made possible by Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio, Freestore Foodbank, Anthem 
and the strong support of area churches and volunteers.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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GOOD SHEPHERD
Reflection on John 10:11-18

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, 
Jesus says, “I have other sheep that do 
not belong to this fold. These also I must 
lead, and they will hear my voice, and 
there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
These words call to mind the Church’s 
mission of ecumenical and interreligious 
dialogue, which St. John Paul II states 
“is part of the church’s evangelizing 
mission (Redemptoris Missio, 56). 

While Jesus calls for a unity, a 
oneness for His flock, the aims of these 
dialogues with other Christians and 
people of other faiths (or of no faith) 
usually fall within three objectives:
1. To help people of different 

religions to live together in 
peace and harmony, a task which 
is ever more urgent in a world 
becoming increasingly multicultural, 
multireligious, and secular;

2. To work together in the service 
of humankind, knowing that the 
problems which our world and 
communities face are so great 
there is need for the efforts of all, 
together, to reach out to those who 
are in need; and

3. To share spiritual values, a 
mutual witness to beliefs, and 
an exploration of the riches of 
our respective traditions, helping 
all to deepen their religious 
commitments, respond with greater 
sincerity to God’s call, and walk 
together toward the truth.

~ Fr. Jay

Sunday, April 21, 2024 
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:8-12
Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29
1 Jn 3:1-2
Jn 10:11-18

Monday, April 22, 2024
Easter Weekday
Acts 11:1-18
Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4
Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday, April 23, 2024
Easter Weekday
Acts 11:19-26
Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7
Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday, April 24, 2024
Easter Weekday
Acts 12:24–13:5a
Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8
Jn 12:44-50

Thursday, April 25, 2024
Saint Mark, Evangelist
1 Pt 5:5b-14
Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17
Mk 16:15-20

Friday, April 26, 2024
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:26-33
Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab
Jn 14:1-6

Saturday, April 27, 2024
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:44-52
Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
Jn 14:7-14

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible,  

Revised Edition (NABRE) online at  
https://bible.usccb.org

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SAINT FIDELIS OF SIGMARINGEN 
Saint of the Day: April 24 
Patron Saint of: Lawyers
If a poor man needed some clothing, Fidelis would often give the man the clothes 
right off his back. Complete generosity to others characterized this saint’s life.
Born in 1577, Mark Rey became a lawyer who constantly upheld the causes of the 
poor and oppressed people. Nicknamed “the poor man’s lawyer,” Rey soon grew 
disgusted with the corruption and injustice he saw among his colleagues. He left 
his law career to become a priest. Fidelis was his religious name. 
As a follower of Saint Francis of Assisi, Fidelis continued his devotion to the weak 
and needy. During a severe epidemic in a city where he was guardian of a friary, 
Fidelis cared for and cured many sick soldiers.
He was appointed head of a group of Capuchins sent to preach against the 
Calvinists and Zwinglians in Switzerland. Almost certain violence threatened. Those 
who observed the mission felt that success was more attributable to the prayer of 
Fidelis during the night than to his sermons and instructions.
He was accused of opposing the peasants’ national aspirations for independence 
from Austria. While he was preaching at Seewis a gun was fired at him, but he 
escaped unharmed. A Protestant offered to shelter Fidelis, but he declined, saying 
his life was in God’s hands. On the road back, he was set upon by a group of armed 
men and killed.
Fidelis was canonized in 1746. Fifteen years later he was recognized as a martyr.
Fidelis’ constant prayer was that he be kept completely faithful to God and not 
give in to any lukewarmness or apathy. He was often heard to exclaim, “Woe to 
me if I should prove myself but a halfhearted soldier in the service of my thorn-
crowned Captain.” His prayer against apathy, and his concern for the poor and 
weak make him a saint whose example is valuable today. 

Read the full article: “Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen” Franciscan Media, Franciscan Friars,  
franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-fidelis-of-sigmaringen/ (Accessed April 8, 2024).

The stone 
rejected by 

the builders 
has become the 

cornerstone.
Psalm 118:22
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This is a true story about a sermon that will live in the annals of preaching history. A young deacon studying for 
priesthood was required to preach a sermon about Jesus the Good Shepherd. He worked for days to make this sermon 
so memorable no one would ever forget it. Before stepping to the podium, he went back into the sacristy. People 
wondered what is he doing? The deacon reappeared in the sanctuary with something that took the congregation 
by surprise. To punctuate his message, he came out hoisting a live lamb wrapped around his shoulders just like the 
picture of Jesus holding a lamb. The congregation didn’t know what to think. They never saw anything like this before. 

The deacon began to preach the message that Jesus holds us just like I’m holding this docile lamb on my shoulders. 
He was energized by the captive audience hanging on his every word. Sadly, his euphoria turned to dread. The little 
lamb became “undocile.” The deacon did not consider that like a little baby, when it’s time to go, you just go. That 
lamb dumped all over him and all over the sanctuary. The congregation froze not knowing what to do. Courageously, 
the deacon kept preaching with the smelly little critter still hanging on his shoulders. The deacon got his wish. No one 
ever forgot this sermon! It is no surprise that no one took Communion from the deacon that day. 

During my 40 years as a hospital chaplain, I have seen God get dumped on. I believe God picks you up when life knocks 
you down. God places you around His loving, caring shoulders. Yet, that doesn’t stop some believers from dumping 
on God their anger or bitterness because they or someone they love is sick. I dealt with this “anger dumping” on God 
for many years at Children’s Hospital. The anger was so intense, so real, so palpable. Their anger showed itself in the 
“Why” question. “God, why does my innocent child have this terrible sickness?” I never tried to answer that question 
because there is no human answer. Only God knows. 

There is a beautiful message from the great tennis star Arthur Ashe to anyone who is asking God, “Why.” He was the 
first African American to win the singles title at Wimbledon. In 1983, he was dying from AIDS which he got from a 
tainted blood transfusion during heart bypass surgery. He received many letters of support from fans. A question from 
one fan haunted him. “Why did God let you have such a bad disease?” Arthur had to answer it. Here was his reply:

5 million children learned to play tennis.
500,000 learned to play professional tennis.

50,000 joined the tour.
5,000 reached the Grand Slam

50 reached Wimbledon
4 reached the Semifinals

2 reached the Finals

“When I was holding the victory cup in my hand, I never asked God, ‘Why me?’ Now that I’m in pain, I have no need 
to ask God, ‘Why me?’ I am blessed either way.”

I have learned from working in AA, you must take life on life’s terms and find the blessing in everything. A parishioner 
wrote to me this gem of wisdom, “A child on a farm sees a plane in the sky and wishes he could fly. A pilot on the plane 
sees the farmhouse on the land and wishes he could return home.” 

When angry parents at Children’s would ask me “Why,” I would respond by saying it’s the wrong question. You will 
never get an answer to the “Why.” Instead, ask “What.” Ask God, “What will you do to help my child?” Then forge 
ahead with Faith.

The deacon of our story became a very beloved priest in 1977. He became a well-known preacher giving retreats 
across the country. Sadly, he passed into Heaven in 2001 at the young age of 50 from cancer. Some may ask, “Why.” 
He would probably answer, “Why not? God carried me on His shoulders to paradise. I am blessed.” Blessings to you...
Fr. Mike

SERMON ON JOHN 10:11-18 – THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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BURWINKEL
DENTISTRY

393-1634
Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.

Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

Rhoads-Edgington
Funeral Home

Bring this bulletin in  
for a 15% discount  
on our full service.

937-393-1435
edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

RAY’S AUTO 
SALES

Buy Here –
Pay Here

6150 U.S. 50

393-2286

PURDINS AUTO 
PARTS, INC.
“We Buy Scrap  

Metal & Junk Cars”

4501 U.S. 50

364-3200

Anderson-Ebright 
Funeral Home

306 S. Washington Street
Greenfield

937-981-3066
www.ebrightfuneralhome.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
Air Conditioning

429 S. Washington St.,
Greenfield

1-800-589-9722

RICK CORNELE

• New Construction 
• Remodel
• Service

937-393-2012

TURNER
FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Hillsboro • Lynchburg • Leesburg
937-393-2124

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

James T. McKown, DDS
393-9913393-9913

938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU

Master 
Feed Mill

of Hillsboro, Inc.

Steve Ventura, Owner
410 N. West Street, Hillsboro

937-393-4424
Convenient Drive-Thru!!

Bag & Bulk Feed
Delivery Available

AUTHENTIC
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine-In, Carry-Out & Catering
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Thur: 10:30-10
Fri-Sat: 10:30-11   Sun: 11-10

www.number1chinabuffet.com

937-393-2338 • Fax 937-393-2298
1092 N. High St., Hillsboro

1460 N. High St.
sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821

TheLaurels
of Hillsboro

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
175 Chillicothe Avenue, Hillsboro

www.Laurelsofhillsboro.com
Please call 937-393.1925 to inquire about services

Experience the Laurel Way of Caring
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HESKETT INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

TODD HESKETT, Agent

937-393-1944
110 East Main St., Hillsboro

COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING

Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

WLRU 106.9 FM
“The Lord is Right for U.”

937-981-4081    www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

Hapner
Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

Parishioner

1255 N. High St., Hillsboro
393-5583

157 Jefferson St., Greenfield
937-981-3233
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AMERICAN WAY TAX 
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St, Hillsboro

937-393-2201
937-393-2281

Teresa Covert, CPA

• Free Delivery
• Drive-Thru Service

Full Line of Medical Equip
Downtown Greenfield

981-2454
Parishioner

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

Big Ernie’s
Pizza

836 South High St.
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-8500937-393-8500
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www.SouthernHillsCommunityBank.com 
 MEMBER FDIC 

TO PLACE AN AD, 
CALL DEE PRINTING 
1-800-292-9020

Auto & CampersAuto & Campers

PATRICIA A. HERRON, CPA
101 North South Street, Wilmington, OH 45177

937-382-5549, Ext. 108 • 1-800-446-8504 – Toll Free • Email: pherron@wfhco.com

Coachmen
Leader to the Great Outdoors.

walkerrealestateadvisor.com • 937.402.4092
934 W. Main St. • Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training

937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro

www.fourseasonspetllc.com

In Compliments of
BELL GARDENS 

PLACE
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In Compliments of
MCCARTY 

ASSOCIATES

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, 

AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

Crosshairs 
Armament, LLC

(937) 402-5121
10231 OH-72, Leesburg, OH 45135
sd@crosshairsarmamentllc.hush.com

Tues-Fri. 11a-6p
Sat. 10a-6p
Sun. 1-5p
Mon. Closed

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653
beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

Our bulletin is printed
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.


