
St. Mary Church
212 S. High St. • Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-840-9932
Masses:
Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Church
612 E. Mulberry St. • West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
Masses:
Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m. 
Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. 
Fri 12:00 p.m.

St. Benignus Church
204 S. Second St. • Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com
Masses:
Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m. 
Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

St. Mary Queen of Heaven Church
205 Wendell Ave. • Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
Masses:
Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m. 
Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

Fr. Mike Paraniuk, Pastor
937-403-2510 •  edbourdase@yahoo.com

Fr Matthew Lee, Vicar 
937-544-2757

Family Website: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

The Catholic Community of 
Adams and Highland Counties

Our Lady     Hillsof
the

At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a 
vibrant community that radiates love and compassion, grounded 
in prayer, and guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon 
of hope and refuge for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all 

with open hearts and unwavering faith in Jesus.

175 Chillicothe Ave. 
Hillsboro, OH 45133 

P 937.393.1925

Visit our website!

730 Harry Sauner Rd.
Hillsboro | 937.393.9170

fsb4me.com

James T. McKown, DDS
393-9913393-9913

938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU

937-981-4081    www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

In Compliments of
BELL GARDENS 

PLACE

walkerrealestateadvisor.com • 937.402.4092
934 W. Main St. • Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

PLUMBING & HEATING
Air Conditioning

429 S. Washington St.,
Greenfield

1-800-589-9722

937-393-3440 | www.wilnat.com
Marketing Land and Agricultural Assets

937-393-3440 | www.wilnat.com
Marketing Land and Agricultural Assets

RICK CORNELE

• New Construction 
• Remodel
• Service

937-393-2012

Anderson-Ebright 
Funeral Home

306 S. Washington Street
Greenfield

937-981-3066
www.ebrightfuneralhome.com

• Free Delivery
• Drive-Thru Service

Full Line of Medical Equip
Downtown Greenfield

981-2454
Parishioner

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

In Compliments of
MCCARTY 

ASSOCIATES

WLRU 106.9 FM
“The Lord is Right for U.”

https://www.jerryhaagmotors.com
1475 N. High St. Hillsboro, OH

Sales – (937) 957-7009
Service – (937) 957-7003
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Hapner
Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

Parishioner

BURWINKEL
DENTISTRY

393-1634
Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.

Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

HESKETT INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

TODD HESKETT, Agent

937-393-1944
110 East Main St., Hillsboro

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653
beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

1255 N. High St., Hillsboro
393-5583

157 Jefferson St., Greenfield
937-981-3233

PATRICIA A. HERRON, CPA
101 North South Street, Wilmington, OH 45177

937-382-5549, Ext. 108 • 1-800-446-8504 – Toll Free • Email: pherron@wfhco.com

TURNER
FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Hillsboro • Lynchburg • Leesburg
937-393-2124

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

1460 N. High St.
sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821
Auto & CampersAuto & Campers

Coachmen
Leader to the Great Outdoors.

 
 

 
 

      Leesburg             Greenfield            Hillsboro 
    West Union              Peebles            Lynchburg 

           Ripley               Georgetown 
 

OOppeenn  aa  cchheecckkiinngg  aaccccoouunntt  wwiitthh  uuss  ttooddaayy!!  
 

www.SouthernHillsCommunityBank.com 
 MEMBER FDIC 

AMERICAN WAY TAX 
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St, Hillsboro

937-393-2201
937-393-2281

Teresa Covert, CPA

Rhoads-Edgington
Funeral Home

Bring this bulletin in  
for a 15% discount  
on our full service.

937-393-1435
edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

AUTHENTIC
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine-In, Carry-Out & Catering
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Thur: 10:30-10
Fri-Sat: 10:30-11  Sun: 11-10

www.number1chinabuffet.com

937-393-2338 • Fax 937-393-2298
1092 N. High St., Hillsboro

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training

937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro

www.fourseasonspetllc.com

COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING

Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

Big Ernie’s
Pizza

836 South High St.
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-8500937-393-8500

Master 
Feed Mill

of Hillsboro, Inc.

Convenient 
Drive-Thru!!

Bag & Bulk Feed
Delivery Available

Steve Ventura, Owner
410 N. West Street, Hillsboro

937-393-4424

RAY’S AUTO 
SALES

Buy Here –
Pay Here

6150 U.S. 50

393-2286

PURDINS AUTO 
PARTS, INC.
“We Buy Scrap  

Metal & Junk Cars”

4501 U.S. 50

364-3200

In Compliments of
SASSAFRAS

KITCHEN

6001 U.S. 68
N. Wilmington, OH

800-562-9695
937-382-5717

www.mfeag.com
“For All Your Agriculture

Equipment Needs”

C. Justin Harsha • (937) 393-2810
127 W. Walnut St. • P.O. Box 8

Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

TO PLACE AN AD, 
CALL DEE PRINTING 
1-800-292-9020

Our bulletin is printed
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.
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ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY COLLECTION – DECEMBER 22, 2024
Weekly Need .......................................................................................................... $ 7,200.00
Weekly Collection ................................................................................................... $ 4,323.00
Variance ................................................................................................................. $ -2,877.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED .................................................................................................. $ 177,200.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED ......................................................................................... $ 133,864.00
VARIANCE ............................................................................................................... $ -43,336.00

ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION – DECEMBER 22, 2024
Weekly Need .......................................................................................................... $ 2,900.00
Weekly Collection ................................................................................................... $ 4,998.00
Variance ................................................................................................................. $ +2,098.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED .................................................................................................. $ 68,500.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED ......................................................................................... $ 50,384.00
VARIANCE ............................................................................................................... $ -18,116.00

Our Lady of Thank You for your Generosity!
The Hills Family Facebook Page St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
Please Like and Share! osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
https://www.facebook.com/ You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)
profile.php?id=61565871562111 by using the link above or by scanning the QR Code to the right.

ST. MARY
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: 
George Sakash
  Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
  Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA: 
Joyce Combs & Cindy Sprauer
  Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH FAITH FORMATION,
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION,
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
  Phone: 937-840-9932
  Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
  Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE: 
Mary Tamborski 
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE & 
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant & 
 Beacons of Light
  Office: 937-840-9932
  Cell: (937) 205-3038
  Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin
  Phone: 937-981-2785
OCIA
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S AUXILIARY
 Phone: 937-981-2785
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
Chyane Collins
  Phone: 740-572-2101
  Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.
  Phone: 740-572-2085
  Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath
  Phone: 937-361-6590
  Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller
  Phone: 937-876-9883 
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY 
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE 
Mary Tamborski 
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH – 
DECEMBER 29, 2024

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE  
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Rosary Every Sunday at 7:40 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, December 29, 2024
 8:00 a.m. St. Mary – Rita Blankenship (Bill & Janet Butler)
 10:00 a.m. St. Mary – Marian Markland (Joseph Markland & Jesse Caplinger)
 12:00 Noon St. Benignus – Max (Buddie) Kilgore (Dan & Teresa Allison)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Tuesday, December 31, 2024 – New Years Eve
 7:00 p.m. St. Mary – Dr. Monica Salido (Bill & Joyce Combs)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Wednesday, January 1, 2024 – New Years day
 9:00 a.m. St. Mary – Rita Blankenship (Gary & Joyce Baker)
 11:00 a.m. St. Benignus – Aloha Sanchez Family (Bob Dye)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
3rd Thursday Mass Every Month is Dedicated to Pro Life
Holy Hour Every Thursday at St. Mary Church
Thursday, January 2, 2024
 6:00 p.m. Exposition at St. Mary
 6:30 p.m. Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary
 6:50 p.m. Benediction at St. Mary
 7:00 p.m. St. Mary – Tamborski Family (Markland Family)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Friday, January 3, 2024
 Noon St. Benignus – Rosamma Yohannan (Bob Dye)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Saturday, January 4, 2024
 3:30 p.m. St. Benignus – Elizabeth Enzweiler (Don & Sharyn Salzano)
 5:30 p.m. St. Mary – Tom Moran (Margaret Hudson)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Divine Mercy Chaplet before Mass at 9:45 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, January 5, 2024
 8:00 a.m. St. Mary – Rita Blankenship (Jim & Joan Winner)
 10:00 a.m. St. Mary – Joel Griggs (Bill & Carole Terrell)
 Noon St. Benignus – Eliza Torres (Bob Dye)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk

“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much. You can never love her more than 
Jesus did. –  St. Maximilian Kolbe

FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  DECEMBER 28/29, 2024

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Remember in your prayers those 
parishioners or their family or friends who 
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are 
homebound or in need of prayers…

ST. BENIGNUS &
ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Archbishop Schnurr, Hannah Burton, 
Robert Wheaton, Ally Wright, Bonnie 
Hammons, Joe Carson, Agnes Volk, Bob 
Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, Judy 
Hagerty, Matt Scheeler, David Tolle, 
Brittany Kinzer, Eric Arrington, Paula Miller, 
Claudia Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser, 
Theresa Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, 
Teresa Staten, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith, 
Howard Smith, Ron Speakman, Linda 
Strahler, Dick Lester, Linda Bradford, Joe 
Wright, Emily Konerman, Kirk Wuellner, 
Roseann Cordrey, Pam Ryan, John Fusion, 
Nevaeh Fusion, Robert Wintrow

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List, 
please inform the office (937-840-9932 
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection 
basket. (St. Benignus Church office, 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE
**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in 
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the 
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL 
$49,781.94 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

“Never give up prayer, and should you find 
dryness and difficulty, persevere in it for 
this very reason. God often desires to see 
what love your soul has, and love is not 
tried by ease and satisfaction.”
 – St. John of the Cross

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
December 29 – Jane Horne, Thomas Miller
December 30 – Joyce Baker, Tara Beery, 
 Teresa Stuebs
December 31 – Karla Ronneberg,
 Sheri Duckwall
January 3 – Norma Butsch
January 4 – Ethel Wood, Clem Moenster
January 5 – Titus Thery
January 6 – John Turner
January 8 – Willow Becker
January 9 – Steve Hauser, Charles Wise
January 10 – Lisa House
January 11 – Pat Hays, Michael Thery
January 12 – Thomas Hovan,
 Lena Moenster

“And I saw that truly nothing happens by accident or luck, but everything by God’s wise providence ... 
for matters that have been in God’s foreseeing wisdom, since before time began, befall us suddenly, 
all unawares; and so in our blindness and ignorance we say that this is accident or luck, but to our 
Lord God it is not so.” – St. Juliana of Norwich

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO
** Volunteers Needed for Bingo – Bingo teams are short a few people. We really need help! Even 
if you can only work before Bingo starts (5:30-7:00 p.m.) that would be great. All teams could use 
extra hands to help with this ministry. If you could work on a team or just work a few hours, all help 
is welcome! Contact 937-840-8655 for more information. Bingo Team 2 (January 3, 2025) – David & 
Mary T., Tara B., Joyce C., Kevin & Teresa S., Mary B., JoAnn M.

JUBILEE YEAR 2025
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has launched a web page with information for the Jubilee Year 2025. 
Visit https://catholicaoc.org/jubilee-2025 to learn about the Church’s celebration of an Ordinary 
Jubilee every 25 years, obtaining the Jubilee Indulgence, pilgrimage sites within the archdiocese, 
and a special pilgrimage to Italy in October 2025. 

DATES TO REMEMBER

St. Mary PSR – Christmas Break; No PSR – December 29th.
PSR classes resume January 5th, 2025.
Thursday, January 2, 2025
 6:00-7:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Pantry – Religious Ed. Building – St. Benignus
Sunday, January 5, 2025 
 8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms – PSR – St. Mary

ST. BENIGNUS MONEY COUNTERS
If you are interested in being a money counter for 2025, please contact the Church Office at 937-
981-2785.

WHY IS BETHLEHEM CALLED “THE CITY OF DAVID”?
Isn’t Jerusalem more important for King David than Bethlehem?

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed

Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

This beloved Christmas song describes the scene of the Nativity, so we know we’re in Bethlehem. But 
why is it called “royal David’s city”? David was the king of Judea, and his throne was in Jerusalem. 
Wouldn’t that city be called royal David’s city? Yes, all the kings of Judea governed from Jerusalem – 
however, David was born…in Bethlehem.

THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY IN BETHLEHEM
The first time we hear of David in Sacred Scripture, he is living with his father, 
Jesse the Bethlehemite (1 Sam. 16). How fitting and beautiful that Jesus Christ 
– the longed-for Messiah – is later born in the same city as the king whose 
lineage He entered into!
Also significant is the name “Bethlehem,” which means, in Hebrew, “House of 
Bread.” Ponder the Eucharistic meaning hidden in that name this Christmas!
Many beautiful Christmas hymns speak with tenderness about Bethlehem and 
the Holy Event it housed.

ST. BENIGNUS LADIES AUXILIARY MEETINGS REMINDER
Ladies Aux. There will be no meetings in January, February, we will return March 9, 2025, more to 
follow next year!! Spring Flower sale details will be forthcoming!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
SVDP of St. Benignus is seeking membership growth. Blessed Frederic Ozanam our founder 
emphasized that SVdP was not just a charity providing for physical needs (St. Benignus primarily 
offers physical support through our food/cleaning supply pantry and assistance with utilities). We are 
called to create and nurture relationships, to find Jesus in our neighbors, and to grow in holiness.
Contact Kristy Bockrath 937-361-6590 for opportunities.
SVDP of St. Mary: Asking parishioners if they have or know of free storage space that might be 
available to use. SVdP is looking for a storage space for furniture and household items that we can 
distribute to those in need. We would like something in Hillsboro. Please contact SVdP directly at 
937-205-0919.



ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Questions/Requests: Call Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 or email krbockr@icloud.com. If you cannot attend as scheduled, please find a substitute.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH – 3:30 P.M. MASS SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH – NOON MASS

SACRISTANS Needed Needed

MINISTERS OF THE WORD Eric Givens Vicki Brock

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS

Dan Cook 
Jackie Soards

Dan Allison 
Teresa Allison

SERVERS Volunteer Needed Cory Taylor

COUNTERS Susan / Vicki

“There are two ways of knowing how good God is: one is never to lose Him, and the other is to lose Him and then to find Him.”
 – Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF…
Dean Family, Ruth Ward, Speed Kennedy, Emma Griffith, Albert & Betty 
Kearney, Charles E. Morgan, Kathryn Morgan, Norm & Pat Givens, Calvin 
& Ruth Peterson, Joni Peterson, Kyle Garrison, Arthur & Eleanor Block, 
Ralph & Ruth Bryant, Luke Givens, Tom Moran, Mary Lou Haines, Clayton 
& Ruth Vanzant, Russell & Reva Salyer, Ronald Burnett, Michael Cowdrey, 
Kathleen Vanzant, Dr. Monica Salido, Deceased members of the Hovan 
Family, Jennifer Hurt, Virginia Braun, Frankie Mackinnon, Stacy Moses, 
Betty Lou Moses, Joe Moses, Jr., Carrie Wright, Everett Wright, Stanley & 
Rosemary Feder, Ted & Bea Combs, Augustus Combs, Andrew & Frances 
Chappie, George & Frances Feder, Harley & Tava Bruce, Artie Lawson, 
Ken & Mary Mullins, Ray & Lorena Tungate, Donald Markland, Robert 
Arbaugh, Roberta Bryan, Mary Alice Wolfram, Edward Singer, Gary Huff, 
Carl Huff Jr., Phyllis Huff, Robert Kleinhenz, Ruth Kleinhenz, Norman & 
Dorthea Leibreich, Sr., Sharon Krimmer, Linda McCarroll, Susan & Terry 
Clasgeus, Herbert Rhoads, Eddie Cadwallader, Joe & Thelma Butler, Lewis 
& Lida Behm, Sandra Behm

Our Christmas ponsettias 
memorialize those who have 

gone before us.

Give them eternal rest, 
O Lord, and may Your light 

shine on them. Amen.

ST. BENIGNUS PSR
St. Benignus PSR activity, made cards to take to a local nursing home. St. 
Benignus parishioners, decorating the church after Mass Sunday.
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ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

S am was a very wealthy man. He held a patent for his creation of glue that could fix cracks in metal engines. All the car 
manufacturers wanted his product. He made thousands of dollars even in his sleep. 

Sam was a single parent who doted on his only child Will after the passing of his mother. Sam gave Will anything he wanted. 
The kids in Will’s high school knew about his wealth. All the girls wanted to date Will because of his dad’s fortune. Will was average 
looking with a few extra pounds and a one pack unlike the handsome school jocks who sported eight packs. At first Will enjoyed 
being popular with the girls. He soon realized they didn’t want him but the luxury of flying on his dad’s private plane to vacations 
in the Bahamas.

When Will was accepted at Yale, he offered his father a plan. “I want everyone to think I got accepted on a scholarship. I’m ditching 
my Prada and Gucci designer clothes. I will wear scruffy clothes, so they think I am poor. I want friends who will love me for me.

The plan worked. Will was popular because of the goodness others saw in him. By his third year Will fell madly in love with a girl 
named Susan who loved him for him. 

Will proposed marriage to Susan. He was overjoyed and she said “yes”. She brought Will to meet her parents at Thanksgiving. 
Susan’s parents also had money which opened doors to membership in high society. She showed mom and dad her engagement 
ring which consisted of one small diamond. They were underwhelmed, calling the ring “quaint”. The parents were so disappointed 
that their daughter fell in love with a “commoner”.

Susan convinced her parents to invite Will’s father, Sam, for Christmas. Sam played his part very well. He not only looked poor but 
homeless. Susan’s dad, Farlow, told Sam, “We hope you and Will can fit in.” They made both Will and Sam feel they were not worthy 
of joining their family.

At Christmas eve presents were exchanged. Farlow and his wife, Martha, handed Will a box with a car key inside. They led him to 
their garage where sat a beautiful red Porsche. “We don’t want our daughter riding in your old clunker.”

Susan’s parents expected Will to gush with excitement over owning a very expensive car. Instead, he deadpanned, “It’s nice. I have 
owned a few of these Posche’s over the years.”

Farlow and Martha “guffawed” with boisterous laughter like rich people do when they hear a “funny”. “How could you ever have 
owned several Porche’s with you and your father dressed like that?” 

Sam replied, “Well, Farlow, I want my son loved for who he is and not the 200-million-dollar trust fund he will receive on his wedding 
day.” And when I die, Will shall receive another 370 million dollars from my estate.” 

Susan, Farlow and Martha’s jaw fell to the floor so hard one could hear a “thud”. Sam, then gave Will and Susan an envelope 
containing a deed to a 5-million-dollar home in New York where they will live after Will graduates. 

Will asked Susan if she is angry that he hid his wealth from her. She replied, “not at all!” He asked her if he should give back the 
house to his father. She replied, “Don’t you dare.”

Sam gave one last piece of advice to his son, “Remember, Will, you yourself are good enough.” 

Will and Susan gave birth to a daughter they named “Rain”. Proud grandpa Sam bought a 5-million-dollar house next to Will and 
Susan so he could babysit.

Jesus came to earth to proclaim to all, “You yourself are good enough”. It doesn’t matter how much money you have, what you 
look like, what you have achieved or what social circles you hang out in. Everyone has worth. Everyone is important in God’s eyes. 
Genesis 1:31 says, “Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!” 

It is false to believe that to be good enough you must compare yourselves to others who seem to have it all, good looking, success, 
and lots of money. Then you are forced to prove you have worth, that you are enough. 

God doesn’t buy into that. You have worth not by what you do, not by what you own, but by who you are...a child of God. Jesus said, 
“Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:31) We are all equal in importance to God because 
we are created in His image. God does not make junk.

God first announced the Good News of the birth of Jesus not to the wealthy, not to the powerful, but to the shepherds. Shepherds 
were considered scum by their society. They were dirty and uneducated. Many were former prisoners forced to work with smelly 
sheep. God showed he valued the shepherds as equally worthy as dignitaries, nobles, priests and kings. 

The bible says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” (Eph 2:10) The best Christmas gift you can 
give is to show another the goodness that lies within them. Mother Theresa said, “It is Christmas time every time you let God love 
others through you.” Merry Christmas

CHRISTMAS SERMON 2024
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I
n fourth grade I had to stay after school for basketball practice. I forgot to tell mom and forgot that I 
forgot to tell her. While I was having fun missing shot after shot (and even the entire backboard), my 
mother was in sheer panic mode. Mom called the school. They didn’t know where I was. I came home 
around six to find a Conway police cruiser sitting in front of our house. I walked through the door “with 

great anxiety”. Mom was crying her heart out. I asked her, “What happened? Are you alright?” She yelled, 
“Michael, where have you been? I had to call the police to look for you!” I thought to myself, “I’m going to 
get arrested. I better make a run for it to the woods.” I stayed calm. I told her and the officer, “I been dribblin 
at the school gym.” Mom then said something I never forgot. “If something happened to you, I couldn’t live 
anymore.” More tears flowed. The officer looked at me angrily. “See what you did to your mother? I’ll let 
you off with a warning. Don’t ever do that again!” I stared at the floor, relieved that Five-O did not lock the 
silver bracelet around my wrist. (I heard the officer softly laughing as he walked out the door.)

Luke tells the story of Jesus going AWOL from Mary and Joseph for three days. In 2:48 Luke quotes Mary as 
saying, “Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” The Greek word for anxiety really 
means, “tortured with grief “ like a person would feel when losing a loved one. Jesus was the world to Mary.

I believe God loves you so much He sent Jesus into our world to show how much you mean to Him. Jesus 
gave up His life so God can live in your life.  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets. You kill with stones 
those men that God has sent you. How many times I wanted to help your people. I wanted to gather them 
together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. But you did not let me.” (Luke 13:34) It hurts God 
deeply when you don’t let Him in. God grieves over those who reject Him. The greatest pain of Jesus on the 
Cross was not physical. Jesus was tortured with grief over the many who would shut him out. 

When someone you love is hurting, don’t you hurt with them? Of course you do. God is no different. Sadly, 
I have worked with many people who in the midst of their suffering feel God has abandoned them. When 
they most need God’s Love, they turn away from Him. “God if you really love me why is this happening?” 
They don’t understand. They doubt. Then leave. Even Jesus said on the Cross, “My God, My God why have 
abandoned me?” (Matthew 27:46) Jesus felt abandonment just like us. But Jesus did not stop with the first 
verse in Psalm 22. The Psalm ends with praise to God. “The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek 
the LORD will praise him— may your hearts live forever!” Take that Satan!

We are soon approaching another demarcation of time called the “New Year”. I pray there will be more 
joyful moments than sad ones in 2025. But the sad ones will come. How do you get through those hurtful 
times? There is only one way. Radical Faith. The word “radical” comes from the word “root” like the root of 
a plant. Plant deep in the soil of your soul the root of faith in God. When you do that, the root of faith will 
sprout forth God’s peace the world cannot give, the strength to endure anything life throws your way, and 
the security that God’s Love will cover you like a blanket. Don’t give Satan the pleasure of doubting God’s 
Love. 

Write this bible verse down on paper and tape it to your refrigerator, “Cast your cares on the Lord and he 
will sustain you” (Psalm 55:22).

What put the “Holy” in Holy Family?  Jesus, Mary and Joseph put God in charge of everything, even when 
they didn’t understand what God was doing. The most important words Mary ever spoke was “Let this be 
done to me according to your word. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:38) Believe that God, Emanuel, God 
with us, will never leave you. Blessings...Fr. Mike

SERMON ON LUKE 2:41-52
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