
St. Mary Church
212 S. High St. • Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-840-9932
Masses:
Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Church
612 E. Mulberry St. • West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
Masses:
Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m. 
Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. 
Fri 12:00 p.m.

St. Benignus Church
204 S. Second St. • Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com
Masses:
Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m. 
Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

St. Mary Queen of Heaven Church
205 Wendell Ave. • Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
Masses:
Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m. 
Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

Fr. Mike Paraniuk, Pastor
937-403-2510 •  edbourdase@yahoo.com

Fr Matthew Lee, Vicar 
937-544-2757

Family Website: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

The Catholic Community of 
Adams and Highland Counties

Our Lady     Hillsof
the

At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a 
vibrant community that radiates love and compassion, grounded 
in prayer, and guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon 
of hope and refuge for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all 

with open hearts and unwavering faith in Jesus.

175 Chillicothe Ave. 
Hillsboro, OH 45133 

P 937.393.1925

Visit our website!

730 Harry Sauner Rd.
Hillsboro | 937.393.9170

fsb4me.com

James T. McKown, DDS
393-9913393-9913

938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU

937-981-4081    www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

In Compliments of
BELL GARDENS 

PLACE

walkerrealestateadvisor.com • 937.402.4092
934 W. Main St. • Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

PLUMBING & HEATING
Air Conditioning

429 S. Washington St.,
Greenfield

1-800-589-9722

937-393-3440 | www.wilnat.com
Marketing Land and Agricultural Assets

937-393-3440 | www.wilnat.com
Marketing Land and Agricultural Assets

RICK CORNELE

• New Construction 
• Remodel
• Service

937-393-2012

Anderson-Ebright 
Funeral Home

306 S. Washington Street
Greenfield

937-981-3066
www.ebrightfuneralhome.com

• Free Delivery
• Drive-Thru Service

Full Line of Medical Equip
Downtown Greenfield

981-2454
Parishioner

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

In Compliments of
MCCARTY 

ASSOCIATES

WLRU 106.9 FM
“The Lord is Right for U.”

https://www.jerryhaagmotors.com
1475 N. High St. Hillsboro, OH

Sales – (937) 957-7009
Service – (937) 957-7003
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Hapner
Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

Parishioner

BURWINKEL
DENTISTRY

393-1634
Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.

Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

HESKETT INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

TODD HESKETT, Agent

937-393-1944
110 East Main St., Hillsboro

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653
beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

1255 N. High St., Hillsboro
393-5583

157 Jefferson St., Greenfield
937-981-3233

PATRICIA A. HERRON, CPA
101 North South Street, Wilmington, OH 45177

937-382-5549, Ext. 108 • 1-800-446-8504 – Toll Free • Email: pherron@wfhco.com

TURNER
FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Hillsboro • Lynchburg • Leesburg
937-393-2124

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

1460 N. High St.
sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821
Auto & CampersAuto & Campers

Coachmen
Leader to the Great Outdoors.

 
 

 
 

      Leesburg             Greenfield            Hillsboro 
    West Union              Peebles            Lynchburg 

           Ripley               Georgetown 
 

OOppeenn  aa  cchheecckkiinngg  aaccccoouunntt  wwiitthh  uuss  ttooddaayy!!  
 

www.SouthernHillsCommunityBank.com 
 MEMBER FDIC 

AMERICAN WAY TAX 
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St, Hillsboro

937-393-2201
937-393-2281

Teresa Covert, CPA

Rhoads-Edgington
Funeral Home

Bring this bulletin in  
for a 15% discount  
on our full service.

937-393-1435
edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

AUTHENTIC
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine-In, Carry-Out & Catering
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Thur: 10:30-10
Fri-Sat: 10:30-11  Sun: 11-10

www.number1chinabuffet.com

937-393-2338 • Fax 937-393-2298
1092 N. High St., Hillsboro

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training

937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro

www.fourseasonspetllc.com

COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING

Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

Big Ernie’s
Pizza

836 South High St.
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-8500937-393-8500

Master 
Feed Mill

of Hillsboro, Inc.

Convenient 
Drive-Thru!!

Bag & Bulk Feed
Delivery Available

Steve Ventura, Owner
410 N. West Street, Hillsboro

937-393-4424

RAY’S AUTO 
SALES

Buy Here –
Pay Here

6150 U.S. 50

393-2286

PURDINS AUTO 
PARTS, INC.
“We Buy Scrap  

Metal & Junk Cars”

4501 U.S. 50

364-3200

In Compliments of
SASSAFRAS

KITCHEN

6001 U.S. 68
N. Wilmington, OH

800-562-9695
937-382-5717

www.mfeag.com
“For All Your Agriculture

Equipment Needs”

C. Justin Harsha • (937) 393-2810
127 W. Walnut St. • P.O. Box 8

Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

TO PLACE AN AD, 
CALL DEE PRINTING 
1-800-292-9020

Our bulletin is printed
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.
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ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: 
George Sakash
  Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
  Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA: 
Joyce Combs & Cindy Sprauer
  Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH FAITH FORMATION,
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION,
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
  Phone: 937-840-9932
  Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
  Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE: 
Mary Tamborski 
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE & 
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant & 
 Beacons of Light
  Office: 937-840-9932
  Cell: (937) 205-3038
  Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin
  Phone: 937-981-2785
OCIA
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S AUXILIARY
 Phone: 937-981-2785
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
Chyane Collins
  Phone: 740-572-2101
  Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.
  Phone: 740-572-2085
  Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath
  Phone: 937-361-6590
  Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller
  Phone: 937-876-9883 
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY 
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE 
Mary Tamborski 
  Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE
  Phone: 937-981-2785
  Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

ST. MARY COLLECTION – JANUARY 5, 2025
Weekly Need........................................................................................................... $	 7,200.00
Weekly Collection.................................................................................................... $	 12,576.00
Variance.................................................................................................................. $	 +5,376.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED................................................................................................... $	 191,600.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED.......................................................................................... $	 151,980.00
VARIANCE................................................................................................................ $	 -39,620.00

ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION – JANUARY 5, 2025
Weekly Need........................................................................................................... $	 2,900.00
Weekly Collection.................................................................................................... $	 2,406.00
Variance.................................................................................................................. $	 -494.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED................................................................................................... $	 74,300.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED.......................................................................................... $	 61,653.00
VARIANCE................................................................................................................ $	 -62,689.00

Our Lady of� Thank You for your Generosity!
The Hills Family Facebook Page� St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
Please Like and Share!� osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
https://www.facebook.com/� You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)
profile.php?id=61565871562111� by using the link above or by scanning the QR Code to the right.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 12, 2025

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE  
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Rosary Every Sunday at 7:40 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, January 12, 2025
	 8:00 a.m.	 St. Mary – Jan Keating (Brent, Erin & Blake Walters)
	 10:00 a.m.	 St. Mary – Mary Theresa Brown (Markland & Caplinger Families)
	 12:00 Noon	 St. Benignus – The Sanchez Family (Bob Dye)
		  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
	 9:15 a.m.	 St. Mary – Tom Moran (Diane Shaw)
	 11:30 a.m.	 St. Benignus – Nancy Hang-Nguyen (Bob Dye)
		  Fr. Matthew Lee
3rd Thursday Mass Every Month is dedicated to Pro-Life
Holy Hour Every Thursday at St. Mary Church
Thursday, January 16, 2025
	 6:00 p.m.	 Exposition at St. Mary
	 6:30 p.m.	 Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary
	 6:50 p.m.	 Benediction at St. Mary
	 7:00 p.m.	 St. Mary – Joel Griggs (Colleen Bolton)
		  Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Friday, January 17, 2025
	 Noon	 St. Benignus – Kathy Dye (Bob Dye)
		  Fr. Matthew Lee
Saturday, January 18, 2025
	 3:30 p.m.	 St. Benignus – The Bettran, Rosales & Arcosn Families (Bob Dye)
	 5:30 p.m.	 St. Mary – Tom Moran (Margaret Hudson)
		  Fr. Matthew Lee
Divine Mercy Chaplet before Mass at 9:45 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, January 19, 2025
	 8:00 a.m.	 St. Mary – Sally Frydryk (Jane Ann Cadwallader)
	 10:00 a.m.	 St. Mary – Teresa Caplinger & Donald Markland
		   (Joseph & Jesse Markland)
	 Noon	 St. Benignus – St. Benignus Family (Jean Smith)
		  Fr. Matthew Lee

“If you ate only one meal a week would you survive? It is the same for your soul. Nourish it 
with the Blessed Sacrament.” – St. Andre Bessette

FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD	 JANUARY 11/12, 2025

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Remember in your prayers those 
parishioners or their family or friends who 
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are 
homebound or in need of prayers…

ST. BENIGNUS &
ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Archbishop Schnurr, Teresa Staten, Charles 
Volk Hannah Burton, Robert Wheaton, 
Ally Wright, Bonnie Hammons, Joe Carson, 
Bob Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, Judy 
Hagerty, Matt Scheeler, David Tolle, Brittany 
Kinzer, Eric Arrington, Paula Miller, Claudia 
Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser, Theresa 
Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, Edna 
Maxwell, Jean Smith, Howard Smith, Ron 
Speakman, Linda Strahler, Dick Lester, Linda 
Bradford, Joe Wright, Emily Konerman, Kirk 
Wuellner, Roseann Cordrey, Pam Ryan, John 
Fusion, Nevaeh Fusion, Robert Wintrow
** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List, 
please inform the office (937-840-9932 
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection 
basket. (St. Benignus Church office, 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE
**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in 
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the 
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL 
$49,781.94 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
January 12 – Thomas Hovan, Lena Moenster
January 13 – Mark Hampton, George Wehner
January 14 – Teresa Burden,
 Allison Gillespie, Jeff Rossolott
January 15 – Kathryn Hapner
January 16 – Faith Howard
January 18 – Jon Salyer
January 19 – Jeffrey Beery
January 20 – Danielle Combs
January 21 – Abigail Gillespie, Kim Pack
January 22 – Barbara Ludwick, Eli Worley
January 23 – Bonnie Rusch
January 24 – John Butsch, Ellie Howland, 
 Adam King, David Spicer, Carole Terrell, 
 Cathy Thompson
January 25 – Steven Ventura 
January 26 – Delores Kossler,
 Kaitlyn Strickland
January 27 – David Frump, Janet Hauser
January 28 – Linda Friessen
January 29 – Reanna Thery
February 1 – Christina Witt
February 2 – Nancy Bennett
February 3 – Robert Perry

“We are placed in our different ranks and stations, not to get what we can out of them for ourselves, 
but to labor in them for Him. As Christ has worked, we too have but to labor in them for Him. As Christ 
has His work, we too have ours; as He rejoiced to do His work, we must rejoice in ours also.”
� – St. John Neumann

“What was the first rule of our dear Savior’s life? You know it was to do His Father’s will. Well, then, 
the first end I propose in our daily work is to do the will of God; secondly to do it in the manner He 
wills; and thirdly, to do it because it is His will.”
� – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO
Bingo Team 3 (February 7, 2025) – Brandon F., Mary W., David S., Courtney G., JoAnn M.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday, January 16, 2025
	 6:00-7:30 p.m.	 St. Vincent de Paul Pantry – Religious Ed. Building – St. Benignus

ST. MARY – HILLSBORO – END-OF-YEAR OFFERING SUMMARY
Please contact St. Mary Church Office if you’d like to receive your Offering Summary by e-mail, 
mailed or sealed envelope in the back of the Church. Please Contact Leah at justleahatstmary@
gmail.com or 937-840-9932 with your name(s) and information.

ST. BENIGNUS MONEY COUNTERS
If you are interested in being a money counter for 2025, please contact the Church Office at 937-
981-2785.

JOB OPENING – CHURCH SECRETARY
Secretary at Holy Trinity Church; 5 days/week; 3 hours each day; $15.00/Hour
Duties include, but are not limited to: General Office Clerical, Building-Submitting Adams County 
Church Bulletin, Ordering, Sacramental Records. Reports directly to the Pastor. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Word, Publisher and Excel is a plus. Please submit resume to Father Mike Paraniuk at 212 
S. High Street, Hillsboro, Ohio 45133 or edbourdase@yahoo.com.

ST. BENIGNUS LADIES AUXILIARY
MEETINGS REMINDER
Ladies Auxiliary, there will be no meetings in January or February; we will return March 9, 2025 – 
more to follow next year!! Spring Flower Sale details will be forthcoming!

SVDP of St. Benignus is seeking membership growth. SVdP offers: (1) 
support to grow and share God’s love in action (2) becoming more thankful 
(3) knowing that you make a difference locally (4) honoring God by using 
the talents He blessed you with (5) experiencing hope and trust (6) 
answering the church’s call to care for the poor (7) finding Christ in others. 
Join us. Contact Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 for opportunities.

SVDP of St. Mary: Asking parishioners if they have or know of free storage space that might be 
available to use. SVdP is looking for a storage space for furniture and household items that we can 
distribute to those in need. We would like something in Hillsboro. Please contact SVdP directly at 
937-205-0919.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MONTHLY REPORT FOR DECEMBER 
Monthly Donations	 $	 811.00
Bingo Concession	 $	 188.00
Donation from VFW	 $	 2,000.00
Total	 $	 $2,999.00

Thank you for your generous monthly contributions. Your contributions will help more families and 
individuals in crisis.

Expenditures 
Assistance to neighbors:	 $	 2,038.00
This includes help with paying utility bills, gasoline, rent, temporary housing, furniture, groceries and 
more. The local SVDP phone number for a neighbor in need is: 937-205-0919.



ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

JANUARY CLERGY COMMUNICATIONS
JUBILEE YEAR 2025 – The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has launched a web 
page with information for the Jubilee Year 2025. Visit https://catholicaoc.
org/jubilee-2025 to learn about the Church’s celebration of an Ordinary 
Jubilee every 25 years, obtaining the Jubilee Indulgence, pilgrimage sites 
within the archdiocese, and a special pilgrimage to Italy with Archbishop 
Schnurr in October 2025. 

JOIN ARCHBISHOP DENNIS SCHNURR OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 
CINCINNATI ON AN 11-DAY JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY! 
OCTOBER 22-NOVEMBER 1, 2025 Rome ~ Assisi ~ Florence ~ Siena ~ 
Orvieto ~ Monte Cassino. Experience the grace of the Jubilee Year by joining 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr on pilgrimage to Italy. Visiting the Eternal City 
offers a uniquely Catholic experience, where visitors can simultaneously 
experience ancient Rome, medieval Rome, and the grandeur of modern 
Papal Rome. The city offers one breathtaking experience after another, 
with awe-inspiring religious sites, world-class museums, splashing 
fountains, delightful piazzas, and exquisite art and architecture at every 
turn. This pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi, Florence, Siena, Orvieto, and Monte 
Cassino will carry you back through time on an unforgettable journey 
including Italian culture, history, art, and culinary delights. Join us on this 
unforgettable experience where you will encounter our Lord and forever 
be reminded of the beauty of Italy. For more information or to register, go 
to: https://stcharlespilgrimages.com/schnurr. 

WELCOME WEEKEND MARCH 29-30 – Mount St. Mary’s Seminary & 
School of Theology in Cincinnati is hosting a welcome weekend for 
men ages 18-35 who are interested in learning about discernment and 
priesthood. The weekend takes place Saturday through Sunday, March 
29-30. Attendees will spend the night at the seminary and participate 
in community liturgies as well as prayer, social time, and talks about 
discernment and seminary life. Register using this link: https://resources.
catholicaoc.org/event/welcome-weekend.

FREE VIDEO SERIES FROM THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – Deepen your 
faith with five short (less than 14 minutes each) videos called “Mission 
of the Family” produced by the Knights of Columbus. This dynamic new 
video series proclaims the truth and beauty of the Catholic vision of 
marriage and family life in the modern world. These videos are available 
free of charge on the Knights of Columbus website: https://www.kofc.
org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html. This page also features the well-
known original “Into the Breach” video series, which is likewise available 
free of charge. 

“IRENA’S VOW:” THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY OF IRENA GUT OPDYKE – 
Experience the harrowing true story of a courageous 19-year-old Polish 
Catholic woman who risked her life to hide Jewish families in the house 
of her employer, a high-ranking German officer, during Nazi occupation. 
With suspenseful storytelling and enrapturing dialogue, Irena’s Vow is 
more than a play; it is a testament to the moral courage of a young woman 
who saved a generation of Jews. Produced by local Catholic apostolate 
The Angelico Project (https://angelicoproject.org), Irena’s Vow will have 
three show times at the Aronoff Center, downtown Cincinnati: Friday, 
January 17 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, January 18 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. Tickets can be purchased at this link: https://www.cincinnatiarts.org/
events/detail/irenas-vow.

SPEAKER BIO FOR THE ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers is an internationally renowned speaker, 
author, and preacher. He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics 
and Business Administration from the University of Notre Dame, and a 
Master of Theological Studies Degree from the University of Dallas. He 
has appeared as a guest on numerous international Catholic radio and 
television programs and is the host or co-host of several popular series 
on the Eternal Word Television Network. Deacon Harold is a member of 
the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars, and the award-winning author of six 
books including: “Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality” 
and “Building a Civilization of Love: A Catholic Response to Racism.” For 
more information, please visit stcolumbkille.org/2025-mens-retreat.
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knew this could happen. I went into sheer panic mode when it did. Did I receive unexpected bad news about my 
health? No. Did someone break into my bank account and take all my money? No. (There’s not much to steal 
anyways.) Did a tragedy occur in my family? No. So, what made me panic? I lost my key fob! Without that little 

transmitter I could not unlock the car, start the engine or drive it. I had a spare fob, but it was sitting in a drawer 40 miles 
away. How can I get to my Saturday Mass in West Union? I did not want to impose on a parishioner to drive an 80-mile 
round trip from Hillsboro to Batavia. I was stuck.

Armed with a flashlight I braved the cold Friday night, diligently looking for the fob. I figured it must have fallen out of 
my pocket. I retraced my steps from the house to the car, searching the ground. No fob found. I knew it wasn’t in the car 
because it remained locked. I searched the ground around the car. No fob found. After searching for an hour in the twenty-
degree night, I didn’t find it. I sat on my porch steps dejected, trying to figure out where I haven’t looked. Then the thought 
hit me, “look under the car.” I knelt on the wet soggy lawn to get far enough away to peer under the car with my flashlight. 
My artificial knees hurt so bad as I knelt in the mud. But the pain was worth it. I found the fob. It was located right in the 
middle of the car just like Murphy’s law said it would be. “Anything that goes underneath a car will go to the furthest point 
away from where you can reach it.” The fob must have fallen out of my pocket onto the cement driveway. Unknowingly I 
kicked it underneath the car. Peace returned after I caught it with my grabber stick. 

My experience with the key fob made me realize how Jesus is the key to everything good in my life. As I needed that key fob 
to unlock my car, I need Jesus to unlock for me all God’s Blessings from Heaven. St. Paul wrote, “All praise to God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united 
with Christ.” (Eph 1:3) When John baptized Jesus, Luke says, “Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, then heaven 
was opened ...” St. Mark wrote heaven “split apart.” Jesus came for Baptism not because He was a sinner but because He 
needed every grace from His Father to journey to the cross. Jesus prayed for Divine help to obey His Father. The Father 
“opened Heaven,” pouring forth such powerful graces upon Jesus that the Holy Spirit took the bodily form of a dove.

On our journey back to God we, like Jesus, need all of God’s graces to pour into our souls. Your faith in Jesus is the key 
that will open Heaven to all the graces the Father wants for you. “Grace is God’s hand reaching down to us, loaded with 
blessings from Heaven. Faith is your hand reaching up and taking those blessings from God’s hand.” This is so beautiful.

Now we must ask, “What are the spiritual blessings that God wants you to have?”

1) You become a friend of God. Your wellbeing is as important to Him as it is to you.

2) God adopts you into His family. “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:26) Like the song from 
the movie “Oliver” says, “Consider yourself at home. Consider yourself one of the family.” You belong to God.

3) As God’s family member, you become an heir. You are in His Will. God wills you to live forever. As my body grows older 
and doesn’t work like it used to, this becomes more important to me every day. 

4) You have direct access to God. There was one request that always brought my father and I closer together, “Dad, I need 
your help.” He was there for me. So is the Heavenly Father. “For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say 
to you, ‘Fear not, I am the one who helps you.’” (Isaiah 41:13) One of my earliest memories is my father holding my hand 
when I was afraid.

5) Peace of mind in all situations. I love the Jewish word for peace, Shalom.” Shalom describes the “realm where chaos is 
not allowed to enter” (Hanson, 347). Jesus is that place. 

There is a funny story about a preacher’s wife who asked her husband how his wedding ceremony went. The preacher 
said, “Well, it was going great until I got to the part where I ask the bride if she was willing to obey her husband. She said, 
‘Do you think I’m nuts’ and the groom lost his place in the ceremony and said, ‘I do’ and it went downhill fast from there.” 
God simply asks that you trust Him enough to obey what He wants for you. Believe and receive. Happy New Year.

SERMON ON THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

I
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