THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ADAMS AND HIGHLAND COUNTIES

FR. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR
937-403-2510 « edbourdase@yahoo.com

ST. MARY CHURCH

212 S. High St. « Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-840-9932

Masses:

Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Hory TrRINITY CHURCH

612 E. Mulberry St. « West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757

secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m.

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m.

Fri 12:00 p.m.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

204 S. Second St. « Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785

stbenignus@gmail.com

Masses:

Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH

205 Wendell Ave. « Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m.

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

FAMILY WEBSITE: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a vibrant community that radiates love and
compassion, grounded in prayer, and guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon of hope and refuge
for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all with open hearts and unwavering faith in Jesus.




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
George Sakash; 937-205-0919

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
937-661-4835

OCIA:
Joyce Combs & Cindy Sprauer
937-403-6708

PARISH FAITH FORMATION,
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION,
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR:
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
937-840-9932
stmarycre119@gmail.com

CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner; 937-763-8522

PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski; 937-205-4458

ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant &
Beacons of Light
Office: 937-840-9932
Cell: 937-205-3038
justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
Gene DeBruin; 937-981-2785
OCIA:
937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S AUXILIARY:
937-981-2785

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:

Chyane Collins; 740-572-2101
chyanecollins@gmail.com

Bruce Bennett, Jr.; 740-572-2085
bennettb@greatoaks.com

CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR:

Kristy Bockrath; 937-361-6590
krbockr@icloud.com

LADIES AUX:

President: Paula Miller
937-876-9883

ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY:
937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com

PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:

Mary Tamborski; 937-205-4458

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE:
937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - MARCH 2, 2025
CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.
SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2025
8:00 a.m. Mary, Queen of Heaven Mass
9:30 a.m.  Holy Trinity Mass
11:30a.m. St. Mary — Sandra Singer (Markland & Caplinger Families)
Joel Griggs (Bill & Carole Terrell)
1:00 p.m. St. Benignus — Judy Hagerty (Jim & Margaret Block)
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025
6:00 p.m. Confession/Adoration — Holy Trinity Church
7:00 p.m. Mass — Holy Trinity Church
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025
No Mass / Communion Services
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 — ASH WEDNESDAY
Noon Holy Trinity Mass
Noon St. Mary — Dr. Monica Salido (Salyer Family)
6:00 p.m. St. Benignus — Kathy Dye (Bob Dye)
6:30 p.m. Mary Queen of Heaven — Mass
7:30 p.m. St. Mary - Jack Boler (Carol Sams)
3rd Thursday Mass Every Month is dedicated to Pro-Life
Holy Hour Every Thursday at St. Mary Church
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025
6:00 p.m. Exposition at St. Mary
6:30 p.m. Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary
6:50 p.m. Benediction at St. Mary
7:00 p.m. St. Mary — Mary Theresa Brown (Joseph & Mariam Markland)
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025
9:30 a.m.  First Friday Mass — Shine Frydryk (Frydryk Families)
Noon St. Benignus — Theresa Staten (Jackie Soards)
Noon Holy Trinity Church — Communion Service Only
SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025
3:00 p.m. St. Benignus — Margery Speakman (Eric & Cathy Givens)
4:30 p.m. St. Mary — Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:00 p.m. St. Mary — Dr. Monica Salido (Joan Salido)
7:00 p.m. Holy Trinity Mass
SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2025
8:00 a.m. Mary, Queen of Heaven Mass
9:30 a.m.  Holy Trinity Mass
11:30a.m.  St. Mary - Jack Boler (Carol Sams) & Joel Griggs (Bill & Carole Terrell)
1:00 p.m. St. Benignus — K. P. Yohannan (Bob Dye)

MARY, QUEEN OF HEAVEN - FREE LIVESTREAM

https://www.twitch.tv/maryqueenofheaven
ST. MARY - FREE LIVESTREAM
https://www.twitch.tv/saintmaryhillsboro

No Sign-ups Needed, Free Live streaming of Mass
WLRU Radio 106.9FM plays when Mass is not in session!

St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
Our Lady of The Hills Family

Facebook Page Please Like & Share !!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565871562111
You can give Online to

(SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)

through the link above.



http://osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565871562111

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MARCH 1/2, 2025

ST. MARY COLLECTION - FEBRUARY 23, 2025

WeekKly NEEU.......eeeeiricceeeeeicccereeeeccsereeesessaneeeesecssnneessessssneessssssaneesssssanees $ 7,200.00
Weekly ColleCtion.........ueeeeiecirreneieecisereeeseessneeeesecsssneeesessssneessssssaneessssssanees S 3,147.00
VAKANCE ..ceeeeeeeeeeenennniiiiieeereeeeeeessssssssssssssssssssssssseesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessnns $ -4,053.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED .....c.cccutteiinieecenreeieenerencrencenserancenscenscenssessssnsssssssnssanssnne $ 242,000.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED .....cccuttettureeirencrencrencenncrancenscenscenssensssnssenssenssanssnne S 182,648.00
VARIANCE......cceeetuereeieeneeenetenceencrascenncenssessessssssssassessesasssasssnsssnsssnsssnssanssnne $ -59,352.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION - FEBRUARY 23, 2025
WeekKly NEEU.......ueeeiiicieeeeiiiccrereeeeccseneeesessaneeeesesssnnesesessssneessssssaneesssssanees S  2,900.00
Weekly ColleCtion.........eeeeeeceirereeeecirereeescesneeeesecsssneeessssssneessssssaneessssssanees S 2,377.00
VAKANCE .ceeeeeeeereeeennniiiiieesreeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssseessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessnns S -523.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....c.cccuiieiieirencenreeieenecencrencenserascenscenscssssensssnssssssenssanssnne S 94,600.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED .....cccutteutenrenirenrencrenceencrancenscenscsnssensssnssessenssensnne $ 79,148.00
VARIANCE......cccteettureeieenceenerencenscrancenscesssesssssssssssasssssesasssssesnsssnsssnssssssanssnne $ -15,452.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

“Let us thank God for having called us to His holy faith. It is a great gift, and the number of
those who thank God for it is small.” — St. Alphonsus Liguori

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO
Bingo Team 1 (March 7, 2025) — Michelle S., Jane H., Ann L., Barb R, Josh P., Tim L., Mary
B. or JoAnn M.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday, March 6, 2025 St. Vincent de Paul — Religious Ed. Bldg. — St. Benignus
6:00-7:30 p.m.  Food Pantry

St. Benignus Ladies Auxiliary will be having their first meeting of the year on Thursday,

March 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the Religious Ed. Building at St. Benignus.

HIGHLAND COUNTY BULLETIN CAN BE EMAILED

If you would like to have the Bulletin emailed to you, please call 937-840-9932 or sign
up on the paper located in the back of both St. Benignus & St. Mary Church, or email
justleahatstmary@gmail.com.

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS UPCOMING MEETING DATES

St. Benignus Parish Council Meeting Sunday, March 2, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. (after Mass) in
Religious Ed. Building.

Love in Action will Zoom on March 12 at 7:00 p.m. Contact Michelle if you have any
guestions or are interested in joining the committee. stmarycre119@gmail.com or 937-
840-9932.

ST. MARY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY
119 E. Walnut Street, Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

Dine-in or Drive-thru

March 14, 21, 28, April 11, 18

4:30-7:30 p.m.

\ENTEY
D
ERY

ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S GROUP FISH FRY

St. Benignus Men’s Group (formerly Knights of Columbus) is hosting their Annual Lenten
Fish Fry, every Friday, beginning March 7, 2025, from 4:00-7:00 p.m., and are asking all
women of the parish to donate desserts and to help with serving the food. Any donation
and help are greatly appreciated. Contact the church for any questions at 937-981-2785.

Do you feel the call to ministry to shut-ins? Bells Garden
in Hillsboro has three people who would love to receive
Holy Communion on weekends. Training will be provided.
If you are interested, please call 937-840-9932, for more
information.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends who
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS &
ST. MARY PRAYER LIST

Pope Francis, Archbishop Schnurr, Kristen
Wise, Gail Grim, Hannah Burton, Robert
Wheaton, Ally Wright, Bonnie Hammons,
Joe Carson, Bob Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff
Thoroman, David Tolle, Brittany Kinzer, Eric
Arrington, Paula Miller, Claudia Frank, Jeff
Hadley, Becky Hiser, Theresa Shackelford,
Cathy Thompson, Edna Maxwell, Jean
Smith, Howard Smith, Ron Speakman,
Linda Strahler, Dick Lester, Linda Bradford,
Joe Wright, Emily Konerman, Kirk
Wouellner, Roseann Cordrey, Pam Ryan,
Robert Wintrow, Evers Family, Richard
Vilvens, Danielle Gehler, Mike Vermeersch,
Lydia Breckel

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer
List, please inform the office (937-840-
9932 St. Mary) or leave a note in the
collection basket. (St. Benignus Church
office, 937-981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in
writing or email justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox, located at
the front of the school or call the office at
937-840-9932.%*

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$44,505.66 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

“I will attempt day by day to break my will
into pieces. | want to do God’s Holy Will,
not my own.” — St. Gabriel Possenti”

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
March 2 — Heather Moeller,
Michael Mobley
March 3 — Pat Adams, Cheryl Moeller,
Richard Vilvens
March 5 — Jonathan Michael,
Margaret Mobely, Mike Shanahan
March 6 — Karen Kowalewsky,
Jenna Repula, Mike Sams
March 7 — Adaliene Ackley
March 8 — Mason Collins, Mark Gillespie
March 9 - John Combs
March 10 - Bridget Remsing
March 11 - Chuck Craycraft, Bob Everhart,
Nic Wells
March 12 - Patty Baldwin, Joseph Markland
March 16 — Cathy Breckel, Regina Melink,
Jim Poole, Charlie Rusch


mailto:justleahatstmary@gmail.com
mailto:justleahatstmary@gmail.com
mailto:stmarycre119@gmail.com

ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

The Catholic Company presents

GELFEY

WHAT IS THE “BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIA”?

It’s an old Church practice that anticipates the solemnity of
Lent.

“Alleluia” is the Church’s great song of joy and praise, used
throughout most of the liturgical year.

However, the solemnity of the coming Lenten season brings
a more somber, reflective atmosphere to her liturgies, which
will culminate in the sorrowful mysteries of Our Lord’s Passion
and Death.

The “burial of the Alleluia” refers to the ceremony surrounding
the official liturgical end of the use of this word until the Easter
Vigil, when it will be joyfully sung again in celebration of Our
Lord’s Resurrection.

In the current calendar, the Alleluia goes silent after Shrove
Tuesday. In former times, it ceased this coming Saturday, the
eve of “Septuagesima” Sunday, or the Ninth Sunday before
Easter. In those days, the season of Septuagesima was a “pre-
Lent,” which prepared us spiritually for the forty days that
begin on Ash Wednesday.

The ceremonial dismissal of the Alleluia from the liturgy
began as a simple ritual in the time of Pope Alexander Il in
the 11th century. However, different regions developed their
own, often spectacular, variations.

These customs often included the physical removal of the
“Alleluia” from the church: the word being written on a
plaque or board, deposited in a box, carried in procession, and
removed from view. In France, where these customs seem
to have been especially splendid, the ceremony sometimes
included placing the Alleluia in a coffin, burying it, and even
burning a straw “Alleluia” outside the church!

Many parishes still continue some
version of this tradition, either on
the eve of Septuagesima or on a day
leading up to Ash Wednesday. Even
if a physical removal of the Alleluia
isn’t included, we all participate in
the silence that encourages us to
gradually gather our thoughts and
prepare ourselves to embark on the
spiritual journey of Lent.

Sometimes it’s difficult to figure out
just how to make the most of Lent, but a little guidance is
usually all that’s necessary.

BINGO

Looking for something fun to do on a Friday night?! Come Play
Bingo at St. Mary! Bring a friend/family or come and make new
friends! Support St. Vincent de Paul (Food Concession) during
Bingo! Check out those Bingo Jackpots - All are welcome! Must
be over 18.

FIRST FRIDAY EVERY MONTH

7. BINGO

up,co/'“'/ \-c,h““ 119 E WALNUT STREET
ngo
it MO ‘:‘d HILLSBORO, OH
way zm Doors Open at 5:30pm
june Bingo Starts at 7:00pm

STARBURST: IF YOU BINGO ON THE STARBURST, CHANCE
TO WIN THE JACKPOT PLUS THE BINGO PAYOUT!

KING OF THE MOUNTAIN: CHANCE TO WIN THE JACKPOT
OF $ 6,300 CURRENTLY

HOG WILD: PLAY THIS GAME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THE
JACKPOT PRIZE OF $1,200.00 CURRENTLY

SPLIT THE POT: JACKPOT IS CURRENTLY $ 285.00

ALL THESE & MORE....

FOOD CONCESSION BY ST VINCENT DE PAUL -
PROCEEDS HELP NEIGHBORS IN NEED

Fun and Games

Jackpots Delicious Food

BINGO QUESTIONS: 937-840-9932

ST. MARY PRESCHOOL SPRING FUNDRAISER
Butter Braid Pastries are soft, flaky, hand-braided
pastries filled with fruit, cinnamon, or cheese
fillings, made with 100% real butter. An icing/
marinara packet is included with each pastry.
Over 10 Flavors Online & Coffee in this Spring
Fundraiser. Scan the QR Code to shop online!
Each Sale helps support the St. Mary Preschool Program

Please order under Michelle S. or Leah S. for your ordering person.
The Sale Ends on Wednesday, April 2, 2025, so don’t wait to order
— perfect for Easter! Delivery will be on Wednesday, April 16, 2025,
at St. Mary Preschool in Hillsboro.

ST MARY LADIES AUXILIARY

Answer the call: Composed of young ladies and older women alike,
we have an amazing and talented group and encourage YOU to
join us in fun, fellowship, faith and service.

Purpose/Mission: Betterment of St. Mary Church & St. Mary
Programs by fundraisers and organizing events.

Please sign up in the back of the church or by contacting the office
at 937-840-9932.



EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MARCH 1/2, 2025

JOIN US FOR CRS RICE BOWL'S
50TH ANNIVERSARY!

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Lenten program
through Catholic Relief Services. It’s an opportunity for us to come
together as a community to put our faith-in-action for our sisters
and brothers in need around the world. At this very moment,
millions of people are facing life-threatening levels of hunger,
food insecurity and malnutrition. At the root of this crisis is a
perfect storm of poverty, climate change, conflict and inequality.
There is no one solution to breaking the cycle of hunger for every
community around the world, but we can do our part through
CRS Rice Bowl by answering Jesus’ invitation us to share bread
for life with our sisters and brothers during Lent — so all may live
with dignity. Throughout these 40 days, we’ll encounter families
in Nigeria, Guatemala and Bangladesh through CRS Rice Bowl.
We’ll learn about the principles of Catholic social teaching and
ways we can put them into action. Furthermore, participating in
the program will help us engage daily with the spiritual pillars
of Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. | invite you to pick up
your Rice Bowl, take it home and use it to collect your family’s
alms. You can visit crsricebowl.org for stories, meatless recipes,
prayers and more to enrich your Lenten journey. I'm excited to
take this journey with our community, and to connect our prayer
and reflections to our global community of faith. Please pick up
your Rice Bowl for your family, located in the church.

*** Fr. Mike is challenging each church within our family to
commit and see who raises the most this 2025 Rice Bowl Lenten
Season! The church that raises the most will be eligible for a box
of Uncle Ben’s Instant Rice from Fr. Mike, then a drawing for a
lucky parishioner to win the prize! ***

ASH WEDNESDAY

MARCH 3, 2025
Our Lady of The Hills Family Mass Schedule

Noon - Holy Trinity
Noon -St Mary
6:00pm-St Benignus
6:30pm- Mary Queen of Heaven
7:30pm- St Mary

YOUTH GROUP
Sunday, March 2, 2025 from 10:00-11:20 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
119 E. Walnut Street, Hillsboro, Ohio 45133. Food, fun and servie
project. All are welcome. Contact Mrs. Howland at 937-763-5031
for more information.

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS

MASS SCHEDULE

MARCH 2ZND THRU MARCH 9TH

Sunday March 2, 2025

8:00am -Mass-Mary Queen of Heaven

9:30am-Mass- Holy Trinity Church

11:30am- Mass-St Mary

1:00pm- Mass-St. Benignus
Monday March 3, 2025
6:00pm - Confession/Adoration- Holy Trinity Church
7:00pm- Mass- Holy Trinity Church

Tuesday March 4, 2025 - No Mass or Communion Services

Wednesday March 5, 2025 - Ash Wednesday
Noon- Holy Trinity

Noon- St Mary

6:00pm- St Benignus

Mary Queen of Heaven — Live Stream

https://www.twitch.tv/maryqueenofheaven
6:30pm Mary Queen of Heaven

7:30pm- St Mary

Thursday March 6, 2025

6:00pm- Exposition/Rosary/Benediction- St Mary
7:00pm- Mass- St Mary

St Mary — Live Stream
https://www.twitch.tv/saintmaryhillsboro

Friday March 7, 2025
Noon - Holy Trinity Church- Communion Service Only

Noon -St Benignus - Mass
Confessions Before or After Mass,

Saturday March 8, 2025 e
3:00pm- Mass- St Benignus or by Appointment
5:00pm- Mass- St Mary

7:00pm- Mass- Holy Trinity Family Facebook Page

Sunday March 9, 2025

8:00am -Mass-Mary Queen of Heaven
9:30am-Mass- Holy Trinity Church
11:30am- Mass-St Mary

1:00pm- Mass- St. Benignus

St. Mary Catholic Church Hall
119 E. Walnut St. Hillsboro
Maouwchv 14t - Mowchv 21 st

Mowch 28th - April 4tihv
April 11th - April 18thv
TIME: 4:30 PM TO 7:00 PM
Serving : Cod Fish - Shrimp -
Baked Potato Dinners
Sides: Hush Puppies - Cole Slaw -

Baked Potato - French Fries -
Macaroni and Cheese
Proceeds goes towawrd:
The Knighty of Columbus
& St Vincent de Pauls

Thank you for your support.




ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

FRHESIANG. 37

DO YOU LONG FOR A DEEPER MORE FULFILLING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS?
DO YOU HUNGER FOR MORE HAPPINESS AND MEANING IN YOUR LIFE?

IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES...,
.THEN IT1s TIME For You To LeT JESUS cive vou

SOMETHING MORE!

YOU’'RE INVITED TO BE BLESSED AT

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS SPRING RETREAT

..HIS LOVE, HIS HEART, AND THE FULLNESS OF
A P R | L 2 é LIFE THAT YOUR HEART IS LONGING FOR.
EXPERIENCE DYNAMIC PREACHING,

9:30 am - 4:30 pm BEAUTIFUL WORSHIP, AND A POWERFUL
9:00 am - Optional donuts and coffee ENCOUNTER WITH THE LOVE OF JESUS IN THE

LU:AC*‘ will bTeSF’(;SVided BLESSED SACRAMENT.. YOU WON'T WANT TO
assis a . m
0 MISS THIS. BRING YOUR FRIENDS.

retreat will be led b n Beaulieu, foun president of Romans 5:5
Catholic apostolate mitted to the rene f the Catholic Church.

Is no charge for treat - a free wil ction will be taken for
Haiti 180, a Ca mission that ser poor of Haiti.

h - 119 East Walnut
Lady of the Hills
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SERMON ON LUKE 6:39-45

| was called to the ER at Providence Hospital to minister to a wife whose husband was shot in the head. A drug
deal went bad. The surgeon removed the bullet. The man survived, but what type of person would emerge?

Several days later, the wife asked for my help. What she told me opened my mind to a far deeper understanding
of the human heart than | ever had before.

She said, “l am so confused. | don’t know what to do. | was in the process of divorcing him. He changed as the
years went by in our marriage. He abused me emotionally, often becoming angry and downright mean. He ran
around with the wrong crowd that got him shot. But after the brain injury, he has completely changed. My
husband is kind to me, telling me every day how much he loves me and how wonderful  am. He has gone back to
the person with a good heart | fell in love with and married twenty years ago. Today, he has no memory of ever
being mean to me or taking drugs. The years of pain he caused me no longer exist in his mind. They still exist in
mine. | don’t know what to do.”

This experience taught me that God creates us with good hearts, but our fallen world contaminates our hearts
making them impure. The spiritual battle against Satan is to keep your heart pure so you can see God. Jesus said,
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:8) What is purity of heart?

Purity of heart is a total, uncompromising desire to please God every day in all ways. You live what you believe
and believe what you live without cutting corners. That means no hypocrisy. Jesus told the Pharisees who judged
others, “You hypocrites! Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the
splinter in your brother’s eye.” (Luke 6:42)

How do you acquire a pure heart? It is the grace of God that cleans your soul. The Word of God says, “Create in
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)

This doesn’t mean you sit back and do nothing. You have to fight against Satan whose work is to put an impurity
into your heart. Your job is to find out if any impurity has gotten into your heart and ask God to protect you from
it.

The best way to describe this protection is the oyster. If an irritant sneaks into the soft tissue of an oyster shell,
the oyster “covers it over” with layers of a hard substance called “mother of pearl.” The beauty of a pearl is
created when an oyster surrounds the impurity with a protective coating. God surrounds you with His Holy Spirit
to protect the beauty of your clean heart, free from sin.

Two virtues are necessary to help you maintain your heart’s purity: Honesty and Humility. They are the
cornerstones of a pure heart. Honesty helps you to “keep it real.” Does what | say and do agree with what Jesus
would say and do? Humility helps you to see you need God’s help in everything. Jesus is the guardian of your
heart.

“But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.” (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

Did you know there is a patron saint for purity of heart? It is Saint Gemma. She died in 1903 at age 25 from
tuberculosis. People made fun of her for her piety. Her heart was so one with the Heart of Jesus that when
she prayed before a crucifix, her body would lift off the ground. They didn’t make fun of her after seeing that.
St. Gemma would pray, “To come to heaven requires purity of heart: give it to me, my Jesus.”

You will be happy to know there is a happy ending for the wife whose husband was shot in the head. She decided
to stay with him. She said, “It was a miracle. We got to start all over again.” | do not recommend that any wives
shoot your husband, though at times you may feel like it. Blessings...Fr. Mike
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