OUR LADY OF THE HILLS

The Catholic Community of Adams and Highland Counties

St. MAarRYy CHURCH St. BENIGNUS CHURCH
212 S. High St. « Hillsboro, OH 45133 204 S. Second St. « Greenfield, OH 45123
937-840-9932 937-981-2785 o stbenignus@gmail.com
Masses Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Masses Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.
Hovy Trintty CHURCH ST. MaRrRY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH
612 E. Mulberry St. « West Union, OH 45693 205 Wendell Ave. ¢ Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757 937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
Masses Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m. Masses Sun. 8:30 a.m.
Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. Fri 12:00 p.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m. Thurs. 9:00 a.m.
Fr. MikEe PARANIUK, PASTOR Fr. MARK BREDESTEGE, VICAR
937-403-2510  edbourdase@yahoo.com 937-637-8035 o frbredestege@holytrinity-ac.org
Famiry WEBSITE

http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
George Sakash
Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA:
Joyce Combs
Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(GRADES PRE-K THRU 12TH)
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
Phone: 937-840-9932
Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant &
Beacons of Light
Office: 937-840-9932
Cell: (937) 205-3038
Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin

Phone: 937-981-2785
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Grand Knight, Bruce Bennett, Sr.

Phone: 740-463-3406
OCIA

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Chyane Collins

Phone: 740-572-2101

Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.

Phone: 740-572-2085

Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath

Phone: 937-361-6590

Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller

Phone: 937-876-9883
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE
Mary Tamborski

Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.
ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary Deacon Len Parker (Jeff & Sandy Kilbarger)
10:00 a.m. Mary, Queen of Heaven
11:30a.m.  Holy Trinity Church

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2024
6:00 p.m.  NO MASSES

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2024
9:00 a.m. Mary, Queen of Heaven — Communion Service Only
9:15a.m.  St. Mary — Communion Service Only
11:30a.m.  St. Benignus The Vale Family (Bob Dye)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2024
9:00 a.m.  Holy Trinity Church — Communion Service Only

3RD THURSDAY MASS EVERY MONTH IS DEDICATED TO PRO-LIFE
HOLY HOUR EVERY THURSDAY AT ST. MARY CHURCH
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2024
Noon Mary, Queen of Heaven
6:00 p.m. Exposition at St. Mary
6:30 p.m.  Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary
6:50 p.m.  Benediction at St. Mary
7:00 p.m.  St. Mary Edward Nerswick (Theresa Korte)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
9:30a.m.  St. Mary First Friday Mass — Sally Frydryk (Giwer Family)
7:00 p.m.  OLOTH Farm Mass 10550 State Route 247, West Union, OH 45693

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET BEFORE MASS AT 5:10 P.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2024
3:30 p.m.  St. Benignus Constance Schirtzinger (John Schirtzinger)
5:30p.m.  St. Mary Charlie Samba, Jr. (Gina Taylor)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary Dale Walker (Lydia Walker-Breckel)
10:00a.m.  Mary, Queen of Heaven
11:30a.m.  Holy Trinity Church

FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com
Celebrant for Our Lady of The Hills Masses: Fr. Mike Paraniuk

ST. MARY COLLECTION - AUGUST 25, 2024

WEEKIY NEEM ....ceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeessseeesaeeeseeseseesessessssessssesssssssssssssessssesssanessasssseesen S 7,200.00
WEEKIY COUECHION. ... ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeersaeeesseeeseeseeesessesesseessseessssssseseseesssesssasessanssseesen S 4,900.00
VAIANCE cueerenereeeirrneerisseeessssessssssesssssseessssssessssssesessans .S -2,300.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED .......cteeeiiieeiirenerreeeirrnanestenserensssssnssssssssessasssssensssssnsssssnsssssnssssans $ 54,800.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED .....cceuiiieneerrennerrenneseeencerenscsssnssssssssessasssssesssssansssssnsssssnssssens $ 37,843.00
VARIANCE......ccuuitteeeirteneerreneeereneernnseerensssrensssssnssessnsssssnssessesssssassssssnsssssnsssssnnsssnnnsnns $ -16,957.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION - AUGUST 25, 2024
WEEKIY NEEM ....cocueeeeeeiieeeieerceerree st e s st s s see s e e e s e e e s eseessaeeesaesessesesnessssesssnessssessseanen S 2,900.00
WEEKIY COBCHION. ... .eeieeeeeeerceeiiterit e et e s see s e see s e e e s st e e saeeesaesessesessesessesssnessssessnsanen S 460.00
VArTANCE cuuveeeieecinerrreeeeeeccissseeeeesssssssssseeesssssssssssaeesens ...$S  -2,440.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....ccieuiiieiieniitniieniieniieniienrenetstesnesacesssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssnsssnsssnnens S 19,200.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED ...c.ccuiituiiiniieniieniiencieniteneerncesncesncssscssnsssssssssssnsssnsssnsssnsssnsees S 13,517.00
VARIANCE..... .o cteiieiieiitereetenetenirenttesttassesssssssssasssnsssssssssssssesssssssssnsesnsesnsssnsssnnssnne S -5,683.00

Thank You for your Generosity!
**Fr. Mike has increased the weekly need for each church based on the financial standing.
Church year financial summary will be forthcoming for each church in the bulletin. **
St. Mary Online Giving Link — osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 31/SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

“When we serve the poor and the sick, we serve Jesus. We must not fail to help our
neighbors, because in them we serve Jesus.” — St. Rose of Lima

PRAYER REQUEST
Please keep Archbishop Schnurr in your prayers. His health overall is good, but can i
use the support and prayers of the faithful.

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO

** Volunteers Needed for Bingo — Bingo teams are short a few people. We really need help! Even
if you can only work before Bingo starts (5:30-7:00 p.m.") that would be great. All teams could use
extra hands to help with this ministry. If you could work on a team or just work a few hours, all help
is welcome! Contact Michelle Salyer at 937-840-8655 for more information.

Bingo Team 1 (September 6, 2024)

Michelle Salyer, Jane Horne, Ann Lerch, Barb Rayburn, Taryn Hastings, Josh Pohlman

DATES TO REMEMBER

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
7:00 p.m. Outdoor Farm Mass at 10550 State Route 247, West Union, OH 45693
(Our Lady of The Hills Family of Parishes)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2024
6:00 p.m. OCIA (Formerly called RCIA) — St. Mary Parish Meeting Room — St. Mary

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2024
6:30 p.m. Ladies Aux. Meeting — Religious Ed. Bldg. — St.Benignus
7:30 p.m. St. Mary Parish Council Meeting — St. Mary Parish Meeting Room — St. Mary

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. PSR - St. Mary
1:00 p.m. Our Lady of The Hills Highland County Picnic — Mitchell Park,
753 S. 7th Street, Greenfield, OH 45123
TBD PSR Open House — St. Benignus

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2024
7:30 p.m. Stewardship & Evangelization Team Meeting —
St. Mary Parish Meeting Room — St Mary

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2024
After 8:00 a.m. Mass Lector, Server, Eucharist Minister Training — St. Mary

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2024
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Retreat — St. Mary

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024
2:30 p.m. St. Benignus Parish Council Meeting — Religious Ed. Bldg. — St. Benignus

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2024
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Practice — St. Mary

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Mass — Fr. Bernie Weldishofer, our Dean from
St. Columbkille, will be the celebrant. — St. Mary

OLOTH VISION STATEMENT
The OLOTH Family is committed to live out this Vision:
At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a vibrant community that radiates
love and compassion, grounded in prayer, and guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a
beacon of hope and refuge for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all with open hearts and
unwavering faith in Jesus.

STEWARDSHIP & EVANGELIZATION TEAMS MEETING
Thursday, September 19, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. — Library/Meeting Room — St. Mary, Hillsboro

ST. MARY CHURCH, HILLSBORO - CONFIRMATION MASS
October 22, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. — Fr. Bernie Weldishofer, our Dean from St. Columbkille, will be the
celebrant.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends
who are sick, in a hospital, nursing home,
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS &

ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Archbishop Schnurr, Bob Dye, Joe Turley,
Jeff Thoroman, Judy Hagerty, Matt Scheeler,
David Tolle, Brittany Kinzer, Eric Arrington,
Paula Miller, Claudia Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky
Hiser, Theresa Shackelford, Cathy Thompson,
Teresa Staten, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith,
Howard Smith, Ron Speakman, Linda Strahler,
Dick Lester, Linda Bradford, Jean Barnes,
Kaleb Fraizer, Kaye Miller, Joe Wright, Kirk
Wouellner, Mary Takacs, Jerry Perron, Jake
Burns, Laura Sprauer & Unborn Baby, Dan
Hartzell, Dr. Monica Salido, Patty Baldwin

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List,
please inform the office (937-840-9932
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection
basket. (St. Benignus Church Office, 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$60,294.33 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

~~ Yo
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

September 1 — [sabella Tesmer,
Anthony Hawk
September 2 — Kristy Bockrath,
Rebecca Gillespie
September 3 — Annette Houck, Harley Pack,
Cathy Shanahan
September 6 — Mary Bradley,
Wendy Culbreath
September 7 — Emily Davis, Tara Karnes,
Rudy Thomsen Jr.
September 8 — Ethan Howard
September 9 — Jack Cornele
September 10 — Cathy Givens, John Mayer,
Ana Lopez, Chris Salyer
September 11 - Jerry Leibold,
George Worley
September 14 — Kathy Hutchens,
Jinny Wendel
September 15 — Mary Frump, Sarah Smith
September 16 — Fr. Mark Bredestege,
Brooklyn Sexton, Emma Worley
September 18 — Paige Howland
September 19 — Patricia Garrett,
Tim Leibreich
September 20 — Heather Boden,
Kristina Harless
September 22 — Sue Kennedy




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

HELP NEEDED

DO YOU FEEL THE CALL TO DO MORE AT MASS?

Lector — readings at Mass

Server — assist the priest at Mass

Eucharist Minister — assist the priest with disturbing the Holy Eucharist
and Precious Blood during Mass.

A training session will be held on Sunday, September 22 after the 8:00
a.m. Mass, at St. Mary. If interested or need more information, contact
the church office at 937-840-9932.

Would you like to work with the older youth in our parish? We are looking
for a Youth Group Leader at St. Benignus Church. Students are 6th through
12th grade. Typically meet once per month. Please call/text Chyane at
740-572-2101, if you're interested!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Wednesday, September 11, 2024
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus — St. Benignus Meeting
in Father Lay Hall
Sunday, October 13, 2024

11:00 a.m. Knights of Columbus — St. Benignus
Meeting in Father Lay Hall
Grand Knight: Bruce Bennett, Sr. RS
Contact: 740-463-3406 OF coLumMBUS
O.C.LA.

The O.C.I.A. team is looking for volunteers to help. If you feel the call to
this ministry or would like more information, contact Michelle Salyer at
937-840-8655 or Joyce Combs at 937-403-6708. O.C.I.A. First Meeting —
(Formerly called R.C.I.LA.). The 2024-2025 preparation for the Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults will begin after the County Fair. We will hold
our first meeting on Wednesday, September 11, at 6:00 p.m., in the parish
library. (Enter using the single door on the Walnut Street side of the building.
There will be an “O.C.ILA” sign on the door.) This meeting is for anyone
interested in investigating the Catholic faith in order to join the Church,
or anyone who just wants to deepen their understanding of the oldest
Christian Church, which was instituted by Jesus the Christ Himself. If you are
interested, please contact Joyce or Cindy. If you hear the Lord calling, please
do not pass up this opportunity to answer Him. God’s peace and blessing to
you all. Joyce Combs, 937-764-2030 / Cindy Sprauer, 513-571-1431.

FALL HERITAGE FESTIVAL - THE CHATFIELD EDGE
This annual Brown County fall event features car, quilt, and craft shows
and offers fun for the whole family. Mark your calendars for October 19,
2024 now and check back this summer for application and ticket details.
Visit chatfieldedge.org.

COME SHARE CATHOLIC FAITH IN THE COUNTRY!
You are invited to join us for an outdoor Mass at the farm home of Byron
and Dawn Brodt on Friday, September 6 at 7:00 p.m. Their farm is located
at 10550 State Route 247, West Union, OH 45693. The Mass is being
sponsored by Our Lady of the Hills Family of Parishes. In case of inclement
weather, Mass will be moved to Holy Trinity Catholic Church in West Union.
Please bring a chair and a snack to share. For more information, contact
Patrick Hornschemeier, Chairperson of Southeast Catholic Rural Life, at
513-752-0647.

SOUTHERN OHIO PREGNANCY CENTER

The Southern Ohio Pregnancy Center invites you to Walk for Life on
Saturday, September 14, 2024. |t's a 2 mile walk that begins and ends
at the Center (135 W. Walnut Street, Hillsboro). The Walk is non-athletic,
wheelchair and stroller friendly. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. The Walk
begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 10:00 a.m. Pick up your Walk Sponsor
Brochure in the Narthex today. The Southern Ohio Pregnancy Center
freely provides love, assistance and support to moms and their babies
and families in need. Thank you for helping the SOPC make a difference in
the lives of so many!!! For questions, please contact Mary F. R. Tamborski,
Pro-life Representative at 937-205-4458.

iVote

Solidarity For all members of the Church: may we answer the call to serve
one another... For our parish community: may we grow in solidarity with
all those who follow Christ... For those discerning their vocation: may
they find solidarity with the Church... For leaders of cities, states, and
nations: may they always work to promote the common good and human
flourishing...

Week 5: Solidarity: We are one human family whatever our national, racial,
ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. Our love for all our sisters
and brothers demands that we promote peace in a world surrounded by
violence and conflict. Solidarity helps us to see the “other” — whether a
person, people or nation — not just as some kind of instrument, with a
work capacity and physical strength to be exploited at low cost and then
discarded when no longer useful, but as our “neighbor,” a “helper,” to be
made a sharer, on a par with ourselves. (St. John Paul Il, Sollicitudo Rei
Socialis, no. 39) To love someone is to desire that person’s good and to
take effective steps to secure it... To desire the common good and strive
towards it is a requirement of justice and charity. (Pope Benedict XVI,
Caritas in Veritate, no. 7)

We have challenging work ahead of us! During this election season,
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati will be offering prayers, scripture,
quotes, family activities and discerning questions through the lens of
the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching to aid the discerning
vote. We will not be telling you for whom or what to vote. We will be
encouraging careful discernment, intentional prayer, and a universal
call to holiness and compassion to inform your voting. Find out more
at www.iVoteCatholic.org. Contact Andrew Musgrave at amusgrave@
catholicaoc.org with any questions.

Catholic Charities
Southwestern Ohio

Mobile Pantry

Adams Co. Food for All ﬂL)

Scrve | Engage | Empowe

Every 4th Tuesday of Month
Adams County Fairgrounds, Boyd Ave West Union
Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line
Tuesday, August 27", 2024 from 11lam-1pm
Tuesday, September 24th, 2024 from 11am-1pm
Tuesday, October 22"9, 2024 from 11am-1pm

Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration.
If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.
Questions or willing to volunteer... Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720

Made possible by Catholic Charities Ohio, Anthem
and the strong support of area churches and volunteers,

This institutien is an equal opportunity provider.

Highland Co Food for All

Mobile Pantry

( j Catholic Charities

Southwestern Ohio
Every 4th Thursday of Month Serve | Engage | Fmpower
Greater Life Assembly Church: 12145 N. Shore Dr.

Eligibility Guidelines: TEFAP Household income at or below 200% the federal poverty line

usday, ugust 2", 2024 rom 11:00am-1:
Thursday, September 26th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm
Thursday, October 24th, 2024 from 11:00am-1:00pm

Picture ID and current piece of mail necessary for registration
If local schools close or delay due to inclement weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled or rescheduled.
Questions or willing to volunteer... Contact CCSWO Food for All Coordinator at 513.672.3720
Made possible by Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio, Freestore Foodbank, Anthem gas's PRODUCE
and the strong support of Greater Life Assembly Church. - POP UPS

Anthem 89
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 31/SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

Questions/Requests: Call Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 or email
krbockr@icloud.com. If you cannot attend as scheduled,
please find a substitute.

SATURDAY,
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH SEPTEMBER 7TH -
3:30 P.M. MASS
SACRISTAN Needed
WAL B2 018 Eileen Corwin
THE WORD
EUCHARISTIC Jockie oards
MINISTERS Volunteer Needed
SERVER Volunteer Needed
COUNTERS Mary Lou / Peg

“We do not come to church to attend the service as a spectator, but
in order, along with the priest, to serve God. Everything we do —
our entering, being present, our kneeling and sitting and standing,
our reception of the sacred nourishment — should be divine service.
This is so only when all we do overflows from the awareness of a
collected heart and the mind’s attentiveness.”

— Fr. Romano Guardini, p. 28

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS
MASS SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 1ST THRU SEPTEMBER 7TH
Sunday September 1, 2024
8:00am -Mass-St Mary
10:00am-Mass- Mary Queen of Heaven
1:30am- Mass-Holy Trinity Church

Monday September 2, 2024
No Masses - Labor Day

Tuesday September 3, 2024

9:00am- Communion Service Only- Mary Queen of Heaven
9:15am- Mass - St Mary
11:30am- Mass - St. Benignus

Wednesday September 4, 2024
9:00am- Communion Service Only- Holy Trinity Church

Thursday September 5, 2024

Noon- Mass- Mary Queen of Heaven

6:00pm- Exposition/Rosary/Benediction- St Mary
7:00pm- Mass- St Mary

Friday September 6, 2024

9:30am- First Friday Mass - St Mary

7:00pm- Farm Mass - 10550 State Route 247, West Union, OH 45693
(Our Lady of The Hills Family of Parishes farm Mass)

Saturday September 7, 2024
3:30pm- Mass- St Benignus
5:30pm- Mass- St Mary

Sunday September 8, 2024

8:00am -Mass-St Mary

10:00am-Mass- Mary Queen of Heaven
1:30am- Mass-Holy Trinity Church

SERMON ON MARK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

“This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me...” Jesus recalls this verse from Isaiah 29:13 to teach
you how God wants you to live. It is called “Integrity.” Integrity
is a virtue that simply means “to do the right thing even when
no one is looking.” A wise person once said, “Do good things
whether others notice or not. It’s the deeds that matter, not the
size of your audience.”

There is only one person you need to please - God. God sees
everything you do or not do. God will judge you on what He
sees. He clearly says this in Ecclesiastes 12:14 “For God will
bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil.” This could make someone be afraid,
but that is not a bad thing. God also says, “The fear of the LORD
is the beginning of wisdom...” (Proverbs 9:10) My mother said it
a little differently, “Michael, if you do what | tell you, my wooden
spoon will stay in the drawer and not on your butt.” (To this day |
have a wooden spoon phobia). If you are obeying God, you have
nothing to worry about.

God challenges us to have pure hearts. We must fight every
day to keep our hearts “unstained” by the values of the world
(James 1:27). The world values selfishness, greed and “it’s all
about me” attitude. God says a pure heart is “to care for orphans
and widows in their affliction.” (James 1:27) The motto of a pure
heart is “don’t be mean, be kind.” Integrity puts into action the
goodness in your heart, even when the only one watching is
God.

| share with you an incident where | witnessed integrity at its
finest.

| had just finished celebrating Noon Mass at Peebles which made
me hungry. | told Linda Strine, “Let’s go to Abby’s Restaurant for
lunch, my treat.” At the end of our meal, | gave our young waitress
a tip of twenty dollars. | could see the look of surprise on her face.
She said something | have never heard a server ever say. “Oh, sir,
you gave me too much tip money.” She immediately went to the
cash register, changed the twenty bill for four fives, kept a five
and handed me back fifteen dollars. | had to fight her to take back
the fifteen dollars as part of her tip. She believed no one should
tip her more than five dollars. | didn’t let up and insisted she take
the rest of the money. What a weird scene. A server fighting a
patron because he gave too big a tip! She reluctantly agreed and
accepted the rest of the money. Now that’s what | call integrity.
I would love to clone her and put her in every restaurant | visit.

The opposite of integrity is hypocrisy, which means to act the
opposite of what you claim to believe. On Monday nights |
sometimes visit the Gold Star Chili on SR 247 for takeout after
saying the evening Mass in West Union. | like the young kids
who work there. They are very friendly. | will joke with them
at the window and make them laugh. One Monday we were so
engrossed in conversation we all forgot the payment. | drove off
without paying. | soon realized my mistake and went back to pay.
| asked them, “Do some people drive off without paying?” They
answered, “It does happen occasionally.” One server remarked,
“Get this. A lady drove off without paying. She had a bumper

"

sticker on her car that read, ‘I Love Jesus’.

May your love for Jesus be more than just a sticker or Tee shirt.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within
me.” (Ps 51:10) Blessings...Fr. Mike
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