THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ADAMS AND HIGHLAND COUNTIES

FRrR. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR
937-403-2510 « edbourdase@yahoo.com

FR MATTHEW LEE, VICAR
937-544-2757

ST. MARY CHURCH

212 S. High St. « Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-840-9932

Masses:

Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Hory TrRINITY CHURCH

612 E. Mulberry St. « West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757

secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m.

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m.

Fri 12:00 p.m.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

204 S. Second St. « Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785

stbenignus@gmail.com

Masses:

Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH

205 Wendell Ave. « Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m.

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

FAMILY WEBSITE: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

ST. MARY

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
George Sakash
Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA:
Joyce Combs & Cindy Sprauer
Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(GRADES PRE-K THRU 12TH)
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
Phone: 937-840-9932
Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant &
Beacons of Light
Office: 937-840-9932
Cell: (937) 205-3038
Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin

Phone: 937-981-2785
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Grand Knight, Bruce Bennett, Sr.

Phone: 740-463-3406
OCIA

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Chyane Collins

Phone: 740-572-2101

Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.

Phone: 740-572-2085

Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath

Phone: 937-361-6590

Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller

Phone: 937-876-9883
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE
Mary Tamborski

Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 27, 2024
CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.
ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary — Zachery Schmidt (Bob & Joyce Wendell)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Tom Moran (Jon & Michelle Vanzant-Salyer)
12:00 Noon  St. Benignus — McNichols Family (Bob Dye)
Fr. Matthew Lee
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2024
9:15a.m.  St. Mary - Rita Blankenship (Bill & Janet Butler)
11:30a.m.  St. Benignus — Macip Family (Bob Dye)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2024
3RD THURSDAY MASS EVERY MONTH IS DEDICATED TO PRO-LIFE
HOLY HOUR EVERY THURSDAY AT ST. MARY CHURCH
6:00 p.m.  Exposition at St. Mary
6:30 p.m.  Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary
6:50 p.m.  Benediction at St. Mary
7:00 p.m.  St. Mary — Raphael "Whitey” Maher (Gary & Joyce Baker)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Solemnity of all Saints/First Friday Mass
Friday, November 1, 2024
9:00 a.m.  St. Benignus — Rita Blankenship (Bill & Janet Butler)
11:00a.m.  St. Benignus — Jeff Delgado (Bob Dye)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk
Saturday, November 2, 2024
3:30 p.m.  St. Benignus - St. Benignus Family Reconciliation & Healing (Jean L. Smith)
5:30p.m.  St. Mary — Tom Moran (Moran & Rhoads Family)
Divine Mercy Chaplet before Mass at 9:45 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, November 3, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary — Tom Moran (Loretta Dean Family)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Raphael “Whitey” Maher (Gary & Joyce Baker)
Noon  St. Benignus — Rita Blankenship (Joan & Jim Winner
Fr. Mike Paraniuk
All Saints Day Masses — Adams County
St. Mary Queen of Heaven, Thursday, October 31st, 7:00 p.m.
Holy Trinity, November 1st, 12:00 p.m.
FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

ST. MARY COLLECTION - OCTOBER 20, 2024

WEEKIY NEEM.......eeeeeeeeeeiieeeeccnetescseee s s csee e s e sane e s e snnesessneesesssnesssssnesssssnasssssnanassnnnes S 7,200.00
WeEeKIY COllECHON....cccceeeeeeeeereeieeeeeeieeeeecseeeseseeesesneesesssseseessnesesssnesssssneessssnnansannnes S 3,869.00
VArIANCE ceveeeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeesssrsseeeeeesssssssssseessesssssnnsseeseens ...$  -3,331.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....cuieuieeiiieiieiieeiiei e ienreneseeeesesnsssnsssssssnsssnsssssssnsssnsssnsssnsssnnnen $ 112,400.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED ...c.cicuittniieeiienireniienieeeeneesernesncssnsssnsssssssssssnsssssssnsssnsssnnes S 76,856.00
VARIANCE......ceucteieeeeeiteerenerenerenirenttestastesssessserasssssssssssssssssesssssssssnssansssnsssnsssnnssnne $ -35,554.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION - OCTOBER 20, 2024
WEEKIY NEEM.......ueeeeeeeeeeceeeecceete e sree s ecsne s s e saeeesessneesessnseseessnesssssnesssssnaessssnaenssnnnes S 2,900.00
WeEeKIY COllECHON....cccceeeeeeeeereeieeeeeeieeeeecseeeseseeesesneesesssseseessnesesssnesssssneessssnnansannnes S 2,557.00
VArIANCE cevveeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeesssssseeeeeeesssssssseessessssnnsseeseens e S -343.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....cuieuieeiiiiieiieei et tenrenesnneesesnsesnsssssssnsssssssssssnsssssssnsssnsssnnnen S 42,400.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED ...c.cicuiitniieeiieniieniencieeeeneenesnesscesnsssnsssssssssssnssassssnsssnsssnnes S 29,852.00
VARIANCE......ccuiteieeeeeireeteeereeerenirenttestassessssesssrasssnsssssessssssssssssssssssssensssnsssnsssnnssnns $ -12,548.00
Ty g Our Lady of Thank You for your Generosity! y

The Hills Family Facebook Page St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code

Please Like and Share! osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds

https://www.facebook.com/ You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)

profile.php?id=61565871562111 by using the link above or by scanning the QR Code to the right.
OLOTH VISION STATEMENT

The OLOTH Family is committed to live out this Vision — At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family,
our vision is to be a vibrant community that radiates love and compassion, grounded in prayer, and
guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon of hope and refuge for all who seek God’s Grace,
welcoming all with open hearts and unwavering faith in Jesus.



THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 26/27, 2024

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO

** Volunteers Needed for Bingo — Bingo teams are short a few people. We really need help! Even
if you can only work before Bingo starts (5:30-7:00 p.m.) that would be great. All teams could use
extra hands to help with this ministry. If you could work on a team or just work a few hours, all help
is welcome! Contact Michelle Salyer at 937-840-8655 for more information.

Bingo Team 3 (November 1, 2024) — Brandon F.,, David S., Courtney G., JoAnn M., Mary W.

WEEK 4 Life & Dignity of the Human Person For governmental

leaders: May they create laws and policies that uphold the dignity Ivote

of every human life... For all those who struggle with their own

self-worth: May they know their own intrinsic value as a child of God... For an end to wars and
violence... www.iVoteCatholic.org. Contact Andrew Musgrave at amusgrave@catholicaoc.org
with any questions.

“It is not lengthy prayers, but generous deeds that touch God’s heart.” — St. Arnold Janssen

DATES TO REMEMBER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class 10:45-11:45 a.m. — PSR — St. Benignus

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2024
St. Mary will hand out candy on the corner of High Street and Walnut on October 31 during the local
BooFest 5:00-7:00 p.m. If you would like to hand out candy, donate money for candy or pick up a
bag, any would be greatly appreciated. Questions or more info: 937-840-9932. — St. Mary
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2024

6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus-Holy Trinity Chili Cookoff — Holy Trinity Church

Bring your best Chili to share!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class 10:45-11:45 a.m. — PSR — St. Benignus
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Youth Group Meeting Grade 6-12th — St. Mary

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2024

7:00 p.m. Memorial Mass — Holy Trinity Church
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024

7:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting — (Parish Library-Meeting Room) St. Mary
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2024

6:00 p.m.

Our Lady of The Hills Family Carry-in Dinner for Fr. Lee at
Mary Queen of Heaven Church (Please bring a side dish to share)
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2024

8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class 10:45-11:45 a.m. — PSR — St. Benignus
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2024
6:30 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary Meeting — Religious Ed Bldg. — St. Benignus
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2024
10:00 a.m. Stewardship & Evangelization Teams Meeting —

All are welcome to attend — Mary Queen of Heaven
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class 10:45-11:45 a.m. — PSR — St. Benignus

“No one can make excuses, because anyone can love God; and He does not ask the soul for more
than to love Him, because He loves the soul, and it is His love.” — Blessed Angela of Foligno

FAMILY PICNIC COMMITTEE HELP NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to help, prepare and plan the Annual
Our Lady of The Hills Family Picnic for 2025 — Sign Up by Email to
justleahatstmary@gmail.com or Call 937-840-9932

Meeting Reminder: Stewardship & Evangelization Teams: Meeting
Reminder on November 16, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at MQH Church, L
Peebles BEACONS === 0f LIGHT

Pastoral Planning for Our Third Century

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends who
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS &

ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Archbishop Schnurr, Ally Wright, Bonnie
Hammons, Joe Carson, Agnes Volk, Bob
Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, Judy
Hagerty, Matt Scheeler, David Tolle, Brittany
Kinzer, Eric Arrington, Paula Miller, Claudia
Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser, Theresa
Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, Teresa
Staten, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith, Howard
Smith, Ron Speakman, Linda Strahler, Dick
Lester, Linda Bradford, Joe Wright, Jake
Burns, Dr. Monica Salido, Tina Hudson, Lori
Drake, Thomas Hovan, Emily Konerman,
Kirk Wuellner

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List,
please inform the office (937-840-9932
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection
basket. (St. Benignus Church office 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.%*

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$55,070.35 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

“Make friends with the angels, who though
invisible are always with you. Often invoke
them, constantly praise them, and make
good use of their help and assistance in all
your temporal and spiritual affairs.”

— St. Francis de Sales

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
October 27 — Andrew Madison, Riley Pence
October 28 — Rose Craycraft
October 29 — Mike Bick, Dominic Kelner
October 30 — Bryn Karnes, Shawn Thomsen,
Jim Winner
November 3 — Kim King, Nancy Schultheis,
Jackie Soards
November 4 — Edna Maxwell, Fia Thomsen
November 5 — Carol Sams
November 8 — Cathy Sader
November 9 — Brent Walters
November 10 — Brian Jolitz, Gayle Paetzel
November 11 — Anna Vilvens
November 12 — Brent Witt
November 13 — Elizabeth House,
Erin Walters, Gregg Wehrung
November 14 — Travis Wehrung
November 16 — Cody Crawford,
Jeff Kilbarger




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Questions/Requests: Call Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 or email krbockr@icloud.com. If you cannot attend as scheduled, please find a substitute.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND - 3:30 P.M. MASS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD - NOON MASS
SACRISTANS Needed Needed
MINISTERS OF THE WORD Eileen Corwin Amy Baldwin
EUCHARISTIC Dan Cook Jim Block
MINISTERS Jackie Soards Susan Stuckey
Volunteer Need Volunteer Need
SERVERS Volunteer Needed Cory Taylor
COUNTERS Steve S. / Scott P.

Wednesday, November 13, 2024

6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus — St. Benignus

Knights of Columbus St. Benignus are going to
sell fish sandwiches at the Greenfield Halloween
Parade/Trick or Treat Night on Tuesday, October 29
at City Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Meeting in Father Lay Hall
Grand Knight: Bruce Bennett, Sr.
Contact: 740-463-3406

-

Tuesday, November 12, 2024
4 p.m. until closing
Dunlap Road, Hillsboro
Ph. 937-393-8500

Big Ernie's and St. Vincent de Paul
(S.V.d.P.) are teaming up together to help
families in need. Eat at Big Ernie's, and
part of the sales on November 12th (4
p.m. until closing) will be donated to
S.V.d.P. a non-profit organization (501(c)3).
Dine-in - Carry-out - Drive-thru
S.V.d.P. gives back to the community,
They help pay utility bills, groceries,
rent, and more.

C.S. LEWIS’ THE

SCREWTAPE LETTERS

C.S. Lewis’ THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS is
coming to a theater in Indianapolis! Kristy
Bockrath wants to invite anyone to join
her in going on November 16. One show
only at Butler Arts & Events Center in

CS.LEWIS ==
THE

3%[7)6 | g

£)
)

Indianapolis. Planning is in its early stages. & " -

937-361-6590.

“INDIANAPOKIS! IN 2ROV 16
CLOWES MEMORIAL HALL,
BUTLER ARTS & EVENTS CENTER

OCTOBER 31ST
THURSDAY
10:00AM

WHERE: ST MARY CHURCH PARKING LOT

PLEASE COME HELP SUPPORT OUR PRESCHOOL BY
PASSING OUT CANDY!!

19 PRESCHOOL TRICK OR TREATERS

UNABLE TO PASS OUT CANDY BUT WANT TO SEND CANDY
TO
PRESCHOOL/CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE OCT. 31ST (MON-FRI 8:30A-2:30P)

IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER - INDOORS AT ST MARY
HALL AT 10:00AM

S PR A

This year, we as a parish
community are going to make a
special effort to invite Catholics
who do not attend church
regularly to come back to Mass.
We have designated Sunday,
November 24, the Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe, as Together Sunday. We
ask each of you to assist! Please
prayerfully consider one person
who you can personally invite back to Mass, pray for that person, and
then invite him or her to join us for Mass on Sunday, November 24.

WOR?HIP S BEST

7

NOVEMBER 24, 2024

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

We all have Catholic friends, family members, neighbors, or
coworkers who have become disengaged from the practice of their
faith. Many of them may just be waiting for a personal invitation back
to regular attendance at Mass. Invite one Catholic back to Mass on
Sunday, November 24, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King
of the Universe.

Worship is better together, and a simple invitation could be life-
changing.




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

The Catholtc Compary presents

ET FEY

Bite-Sized Faith

WHY DOES ST. JEROME
HAVE A SKULL IN HIS STUDY?

A book, a quill...It’s easy to see why these are attributes of St. Jerome, the
great Church Father, scholar, and Biblical translator. But...a skull?

The Feast day of St. Jerome (September 30th), one of the four great
Doctors of the Western Church.

St. Jerome is easily recognizable in art: He is usually portrayed as an
ascetic — sometimes in a cave or the wilderness — studying or meditating
with books or scrolls about him, his hand grasping a quill as he writes.

He is shown in the wilderness because he spent a good part of his life as an
ascetic in the desert. His books and other scholarly items commemorate
his status as one of the great scholars of the Church. His writings include
works on Scripture and theology, his famous translation of the Bible into
Latin (the Vulgate), and his letters.

Now we come to the skull. Not something we would normally put on our
desks.

In portrayals of St. Jerome and other saints, the skull symbolizes our
mortality.

Memento mori — the memory of death — is something we as Christians
should always have in our minds, though not for the sake of meaningless
morbidity.

Instead, the recollection of death reminds us to stay detached from worldly
things and to be always prepared to die, since we will die eventually, and
sometimes unexpectedly. When our own death does come, may the Lord
find us ready!

For Jerome and other ascetics, the skull is particularly suitable. They
deliberately separated themselves from the world and embraced a life
of prayer and penance in order to better attach themselves to spiritual
things and to prepare themselves for the next world.

The skull could also indicate St. Jerome’s spirit of penance for the sins
of his youth. While studying in Rome as a young man, he fell into the
immorality common among his confréres. Spurred by a guilty conscience
and frequent visits to the Roman catacombs, he converted and was
baptized in the 360s.

Memento mori, detachment, penance — a skull in your study seems a little
more reasonable now, doesn’t it? If you don’t want an actual skull, we
suggest another option: A book of prayers to prepare yourself for death.

CONFIRMATION - SPONSOR DINNER & PRACTICE
HELD ON OCTOBER 20, 2024




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

hen battered by
life’s storms, or
immersed in a

dense fog of
suffering and
uncertainty, we may
feel alone and
unequipped to
handle the
circumstances. Yet
with  words that
echo through
thousands of years
into the corners of
our hearts, the Lord
says to us, “Do not
fear: I am with you”
(Isaiah 41:10).

He speaks these
words not as one
who merely
observes our pain,
but as one who
experienced
immense suffering.
And  the very
wounds that bear
witness  to  his
suffering indicate

the essence of our identity and worth: we are

loved by God.

Reflecting on the healed wounds of the
Risen Christ, we see that even our most difficult
trials can be the place where God manifests his

BE NOT

Afrzd

“Behold, 1

am with you

always, until the
end of the age.

MATTHEW 28:20

He is always with us. Jesus
promised this when he gave
he disciples the same
mission he gives to

each of us: Go.

Go be my hands
and feet to a world
enslaved by fear. Go
to the woman who is
unexpectedly
pregnant and fears
the future. Go to your
friend who fears
reprisal at work
because he takes a
stand for the
protection of human
life. Go to your aging
parent in failing
health who fears
being a burden. And
go to others, too, for
their support.

We don’t need to
have everything
figured out. We can
simply follow the

guidance of Our Blessed Mother, the first

disciple: “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5).

victory. He makes all things beautiful. He

makes all things new.

Walk with each other. Do not be afraid to
embrace God’s gift of life. Whatever storms or

trials we face, we are not alone. He is with us.

RESPECT LIFE

Art: Giovanni Bernardino Azzolino, The Ascension, early 17t century. Courtesy of Restored Traditions. Used with permission.

NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. Copyright © 2017, USCCB, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.




THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 26/27, 2024

SERMON ON HEBREW 4:14-16

T he morning sun dispelled the dew on the grass, but not the suffering that would unfold that day. A family at

Children’s Hospital required my presence to give comfort at the passing of their baby. The parents’ sorrow

touched the doctors and nurses who worked so hard to give the baby a chance to live. This day would be
different from other days at Children’s Hospital. Before the sun set, four more children would pass; eight more parents
would grieve. | was called to give comfort to them all.

My words and prayers would not take away the pain. The comfort | offered was hope. Our faith says death never has
the last word. “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?... But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 55,57)

At these sacred moments when a baby journeys to Heaven, parents will express fears. | give comfort by removing these
fears. They don’t need any more pain. One mother asked me, “How does my baby’s soul know where to find Heaven?
Will he get lost?” | replied, “His Guardian Angel will guide him to God’s Throne. In God’s Kingdom, a child’s innocent soul
is never lost.”

A father expressed his fear, “I hope to get to Heaven. Will | see my son again? Will he know I’'m his dad?” | replied, “In
Heaven, your love for him will continue. Love never dies. You will see him. God who reveals everything will show your
son that you are his daddy. You will be his father forever.”

A mother’s main concern was, “What will my baby look like? Will she grow up and | don’t recognize her?” | replied, “In
Heaven, you can see her any way you want. A mother’s love always knows who her child is.”

A father lamented he would never be able to celebrate Christmas with his daughter and buy her presents. | replied, “In
Heaven every day is Christmas. God will give her all the presents her heart desires. Jesus already paid for them.”

| was exhausted after five children went to Heaven that day. | always said Children’s Hospital sent more holy souls to
Heaven than anywhere else.

A big snowstorm arose on my ride home. Buckets of wet snow blanketed the hills.

When | got home, | sat on my bed looking out the window at the snowflakes falling all around. | felt so much sorrow |
could hardly move. | asked God why He allowed this suffering. | prayed He would help those parents on their journey of
tears. Then God gave me a powerful sign.

In the midst of this windy snowstorm, | caught sight of something that should not be there. One lonely, bright red
cardinal was holding on to a tree branch to keep from blowing away. The bird kept staring at me. It stayed there for a
long time, just staring at me.

| thought, “This must be a sign from God.” | read about cardinals having a special meaning. In many cultures, cardinals
are a sign of divine intervention. If a cardinal crosses your path, it is meant to give you strength and hope. Cardinals
represent hope in the midst of tough times. In the Bible, birds were messengers from God. “If you see a cardinal right
after the passing of a loved one, they are letting you know they made it home.” (Jill Gleeson) There is an old saying,
“When cardinals appear, angels are near.”

God confirmed this sign a few days later. | was shopping at Goodwill for paintings. | came upon this one handmade
painting that made me gasp. It was a picture of a cardinal sitting on a tree limb in a snowstorm. | feel peace every time
| see it.

Hebrews 4:16 reads, “So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely
help.” When life dumps on you, go confidently to Jesus for help. He will stand by your side with His shovel. | have a plaque
that reads, “Jesus, there is nothing that happens today you and | can’t handle.” The Bible and a little birdie told me.

Blessings...Fr. Mike
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Leader to the Great Outdoors.

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training
937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro
www.fourseasonspetlic.com
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PET RESORT

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC
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PLUMBING & HEATING
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“For All Your Agriculture
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Real Estate Services

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653

beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

www.merchantsnat.com
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