THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ADAMS AND HIGHLAND COUNTIES

FRrR. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR
937-403-2510 « edbourdase@yahoo.com

FR MATTHEW LEE, VICAR
937-544-2757

ST. MARY CHURCH

212 S. High St. « Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-840-9932

Masses:

Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Hory TrRINITY CHURCH

612 E. Mulberry St. « West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757

secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m.

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m.

Fri 12:00 p.m.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

204 S. Second St. « Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785

stbenignus@gmail.com

Masses:

Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH

205 Wendell Ave. « Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Masses:

Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m.

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

FAMILY WEBSITE: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com




ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH
ST. MARY TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PROGRAM CONTACTS OCTOBER 6, 2024
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
George Sakash BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA:
Joyce Combs
Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(GRADES PRE-K THRU 12TH)
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
Phone: 937-840-9932
Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant &
Beacons of Light
Office: 937-840-9932
Cell: (937) 205-3038
Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin

Phone: 937-981-2785
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Grand Knight, Bruce Bennett, Sr.

Phone: 740-463-3406
OCIA

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Chyane Collins

Phone: 740-572-2101

Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.

Phone: 740-572-2085

Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath

Phone: 937-361-6590

Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller

Phone: 937-876-9883
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE
Mary Tamborski

Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary Rudy Thomsen (Kelli Cole)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary Rita Blankenship (Thomas Tepe Family)
11:30 a.m.  St. Benignus — Rita Blankenship (Joan & Jim Winner)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

TUESDAY OCTOBER 8, 2024
9:15a.m.  St. Mary — Deacon Len Parker (Kelli Cole)
11:30a.m.  St. Benignus — Jean Kratzen (Pat Adams)
Fr. Matthew Lee

THURSDAY OCTOBER 10, 2024
3RD THURSDAY MASS EVERY MONTH IS DEDICATED TO PRO-LIFE
HOLY HOUR EVERY THURSDAY AT ST. MARY CHURCH

6:00 p.m. Exposition at St. Mary

6:30 p.m. Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary

6:50 p.m.  Benediction at St. Mary

7:00 p.m.  St. Mary — Barb Wilkenson (Mary Tamborski)

Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Friday, October 11, 2024
Noon  St. Benignus — Vicky Gallagher (Bob Dye)
Fr. Matthew Lee

Saturday, October 12, 2024
3:30 p.m.  St. Benignus — Norman Givens (Eric & Cathy Givens)
5:30p.m.  St. Mary —John Cummings (Henry Haubner)
Fr. Matthew Lee
Divine Mercy Chaplet before Mass at 9:45 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Sunday, October 13, 2024
8:00a.m.  St. Mary — Chellie Dietrich (Ann Schlater)
Sandra Singer (Markland & Caplinger Family)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary —Joan Wright (Kelli Cole)
Noon  St. Benignus — Loren, Margaret & Michael Hays (Patty Hays)
Fr. Matthew Lee
FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT

On Thursday evening, October 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., Catholic Rural Life will hold its regular meeting
in person at Daly Hall at St. Patrick’s Church in Fayetteville. We will hear a report about the recent
Farm Mass held in Adams County and will be planning for our future activities, including our retreat
next year. Our meetings are open to anyone who shares our goals of bringing a Christian perspective
to life in rural areas, preserving our rural heritage and working to promote dialogue between rural
and urban leaders. For directions or more information, call Pat Hornschemeier at 513-752-0647.

ST. MARY COLLECTION - SEPTEMBER 29, 2024

WEEKIY NEE.......ueeeeeeeieiieeeeccnete s seee e e csare e s e sne e s e ssneesessaseseessnesssssnesssssnesssssnnenssnnnes S 7,200.00
WeeKIY COllECHON...ccccueeeeeeeeeeceteescsneeeecsnesseseeesesnnesessnnesesssnesesssnesssssneessssnnenssnnnes S 4,597.00
Variance .......eeeeennees .S  -2,603.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED......... eereersersernernenncanennennenneanennsanensnnsane S 90,800.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED eereersersernernennennenseancnnennennenensnnsans S 62,486.00
VARIANCE..... oo cieieeireiteereereeerenirenttentasessserssssassssssssssssserssesssssssssnssensesssssnsssnnssnns $ -28,314.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION - SEPTEMBER 29, 2024
WEEKIY NEE.......eeeeeeeeeeiieeeeccettesc e e e csare s s e see e s e ssneesessaseseessnesssssnesssssnesssssnnenssnnnes S 2,900.00
WeeKIY COllECHON...ccccueeeeeeeeeeceteescsneeeecsnesseseeesesnnesessnnesesssnesesssnesssssneessssnnenssnnnes S 3,027.00
Variance .......eeeeennees . S +127.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED........... eereersersernernenncanennennenseaneanennennsnnsans S 33,700.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED.... eereerserserneenennensensenncanennennenensnnsans S 22,657.00
VARIANCE..... oo cieieeeieiieereereeerentrenttentasesssesssssasssssssssssssesssesssssssssnssansesssssnsssnnssnns $ -11,043.00

Our Lady of Thank You for your Generosity!
The Hills Family Facebook Page St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
Please Like and Share! osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
https://www.facebook.com/ You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)
profile.php?id=61565871562111 by using the link above or by scanning the QR Code to the right.




TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 5/6, 2024

“Holiness consists simply in doing God'’s will, and being just what God wants us to be.”
— St. Therese of Lisieux - The Little Flower

“The Divine Heart is an ocean full of all good things, wherein poor souls can cast all their needs; it
is an ocean full of joy to drown all our sadness, an ocean of humility to drown our folly, an ocean of
mercy to those in distress, an ocean of love in which to submerge our poverty.” — St. Margaret Mary

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO

** Volunteers Needed for Bingo — Bingo teams are short a few people. We really need help! Even
if you can only work before Bingo starts (5:30-7:00 p.m.) that would be great. All teams could use
extra hands to help with this ministry. If you could work on a team or just work a few hours, all help
is welcome! Contact Michelle Salyer at 937-840-8655 for more information.

Bingo Team 3 (November 1, 2024)
Brandon F., David S., Courtney G., JoAnn M., Mary W.

PRAYER REQUEST
Please keep Archbishop Schnurr in your prayers. His health overall is good, but can use the support
and prayers of the faithful.

WEEK 1 Family, Communication, & Participation Prayer: For our families -
L : iVote
and communities: may we be people of mercy and forgiveness... For parents
and their children: may we learn compassion and kindness from Jesus... For elected officials: may
they ensure the rights of prisoners... www.iVoteCatholic.org.
Contact Andrew Musgrave at amusgrave@catholicaoc.org with any questions.

DATES TO REMEMBER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2024
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Youth Group Meeting Grades 6-12th — St. Mary
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class
10:45-11:45 a.m. PSR - St. Benignus
1:00 p.m. St. Benignus Parish Council Meeting, Religious Ed. Bldg.— St.Benignus
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2024
6:30 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary Meeting- Religious Ed Bldg.- St. Benignus
7:30 p.m. St. Mary Parish Council Meeting — St. Mary Meeting Room - St. Mary
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024
Noon Our Lady of The Hills — Public Rosary held at Holy Trinity Church
(612 E. Mulberry Street, West Union, Ohio 45693)
Bring a snack/dessert to share — Questions/Carpooling — 937-840-9932
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class
10:45-11:45 a.m. PSR - St. Benignus
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class
10:45-11:45 a.m. PSR — St. Benignus
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Practice — St. Mary
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Mass—Fr. Bernie Weldishofer, our Dean from St. Columbdkille,
will be the celebrant. — St. Mary
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2024
8:45-9:50 a.m. St. Mary Hall/Classrooms — PSR — St. Mary
10:30 a.m. Snacks and class
10:45-11:45 a.m. PSR - St. Benignus
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Youth Group Meeting Grades 6-12th — St. Mary
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2024
6:00 p.m. Our Lady of The Hills Family Carry-in Dinner for Fr. Lee at
Mary Queen of Heaven Church (Please bring a side dish to share)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2024
6:30 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary Meeting- Religious Ed Bldg. — St. Benignus
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2024
10:00 a.m. Stewardship & Evangelization Teams Meeting —
All are welcome to attend— Mary Queen of Heaven

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends who
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS &

ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Archbishop Schnurr, Agnes Volk, Bob Dye,
Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, Judy Hagerty,
Matt Scheeler, David Tolle, Brittany Kinzer,
Eric Arrington, Paula Miller, Claudia
Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser, Theresa
Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, Teresa
Staten, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith, Howard
Smith, Ron Speakman, Linda Strahler, Dick
Lester, Linda Bradford, Kaye Miller, Joe
Wright, Kirk Wuellner, Mary Takacs, Jerry
Perron, Jake Burns, Laura Sprauer & Unborn
Baby, Dr. Monica Salido, Baby Barrett
Wilson, Emily Konerman

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List,
please inform the office (937-840-9932
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection
basket. (St. Benignus Church Office, 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$57,691.17 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

o’ o

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
October 7 — Bev Bullis, Janice Gaston,
Francis Huiet, Janelle Rockey
October 8 — Lori Leibreich
October 9 — Bruno Battistin, Reese Leibreich
October 10 — Lynn Burnett
October 13 — Kelly Wehrung
October 15 — Ryan Harless, Brian Shanahan
October 16 — Teresa Cudkowicz,
Sandra Singer, George Wietmarschen
October 17 — Darlene Eicher
October 18 — Allison Rockey
October 19 — Bob Wendell, Charles Volk
October 21 — Rose Brubaker,
Jane Cadwallader
October 22 — Daniel Hurley
October 23 — Diana Greene
October 24 - Jody Knolle, Anne Worley
October 25 — Colleen Bolten, Mary Braun,
Andrew Gunderman, Margaret Hudson,
Patrick Shanahan
October 26 — Frankie Fouch, Craig Turner
October 27 — Andrew Madison, Riley Pence
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" THE POLLS *

\VUTE

As Catholics approach the polls, we are asked to weigh many important issues. The U.S.
bishops have reaffirmed that “the threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority
because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the
family, and because of the number of lives destroyed."” While they did warn us not to
"dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the
environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,” they did give priority to upholding
and defending our brothers’ and sisters’ most basic right—to live.

Abortion tragically ends someone’s life when he
or she is most vulnerable and most in need of
loving protection. Abortion is an intrinsic evil,
meaning that it is never permitted or morally
justified, regardless of individual circumstances
or intentions. The personal and societal
consequences of attacks against human life,

In the almost 50-year period after
the Roe v. Wade decision, nearly
64 million children have been killed
through abortion.

whether at its earliest stages or at its final stages,
are all the more serious because most often they
are “carried out in the very heart of and with the
complicity of the family—the family which by its

l i

nature is called to be the ‘sanctuary of life.”> This 50-year period after Roe in which the Supreme

is the place where a person should be most loved, Court forbade state prohibitions on abortion,

cherished, and protected. nearly 64 million children have been killed—and
untold numbers of women and men suffer in the

Catholics are called to defend human life wherever aftermath.’

it is threatened and stand up for human dignity

wherever it is violated. The enormous number Even with the overturning of Roe v. Wade in

of human lives destroyed by abortion is one June 2022, a decision that returns the abortion

factor that elevates its importance. Beginning issue to the electorate, many states continue not

in 1973 with Roe v. Wade, and during the nearly to recognize children in their mothers’ wombs
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Many states continue not to
recognize children in their mothers’
wombs as persons warranting
protection under the law.

as persons warranting protection under the law.
Federal laws in our country fail to protect the lives
of unborn children, and many political leaders at
the state and federal level, work actively to increase
access to abortion. Some falsely describe it as
health care and even as a basic human right.*

People of good will must boldly stand up against
this intrinsic evil, especially when it is occurring

on a massive scale, implemented in law and do what we can to end violence in the womb, to
funded, in some instances, by the government. As ensure that unborn children are fully recognized
believers and citizens inspired by the Gospel and and protected by our laws, and to support mothers
guided by the shepherds of our Church, we must and fathers in embracing life.

At of the time of original publication in October 2020, Archbishop Naumann was Archbishop of Kansas City,
Kansas and Chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities.

s

'R SIGN UP: votervoice.net/usccb/register «=-wwwrereeeeee:

.
.
.
.
.
.

Take action and contact your elected representatives about important pro-life issues.

R 1 = your voice heard. gjs'

e o0 0000 00

1 Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States, Introductory Letter, p. 6.
Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2020.
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf

2 Pope John Paul ll, Evangelium vitae, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), 11.

3 This paragraph has been revised in light of the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, in which the
Court returned the issue of abortion to the people’s elected representatives at the Federal and State levels. As of October 2022, abortion is legal in more
states than not, and more work is needed in the coming months and years.

4 |bid.

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. iStock.com/SDI Productions; iStock.com/damircudic;
iStock.com/YsaL. Models used for illustrative purposes only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022, United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

Please find the full text of Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship at www.faithfulcitizenship.org.

AR UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
W Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities | usccb.org/prolife

ﬂ fb.com/usccbrespectlife O @usccbprolife O @ProjectRachel @walkingwithmoms




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Questions/Requests: Call Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 or email krbockr@icloud.com. If you cannot attend as scheduled, please find a substitute.

SATURDAY, SUNDAY,
STblﬂalljllk(éiUS OCTOBER 12TH - OCTOBER 13TH-
3:30 P.M. MASS 12:00 NOON MASS
SACRISTAN Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed
MINISTER OF . , .
THE WORD Anita O’Connor Vicki Brock
EUCHARISTIC Debbie Kgnnedy Dan AII|s.on
MINISTERS Cathy Givens Teresa Allison
Eric Gvens Vicki Brock
SERVER Volunteer Needed Dan Allison
COUNTERS Mary Lou / Peg

0 Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, | offer you my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day for all the intentions of your Sacred
Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, for the salvation of souls, the reparation of sins, the reunion of all
Christians, and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father this month. Amen.

OLOTH VISION STATEMENT

The OLOTH Family is committed to live out this Vision:

At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a vibrant
community that radiates love and compassion, grounded in prayer, and
guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon of hope and refuge for
all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all with open hearts and unwavering
faith in Jesus.

FAMILY PICNIC COMMITTEE HELP NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to help, prepare and plan the annual Our Lady of
The Hills Family Picnic for 2025 — Sign Up by email to justleahatstmary@
gmail.com or call 937-840-9932.

CHURCH REQUEST

Looking for someone to take Holy Communion to nursing homes. If
interested in this ministry, please call 937-840-8655.

MEETING REMINDER:

Stewardship & Evangelization Teams: Meeting reminder on November
16, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at MQH Church — Peebles.

ST. MARY CHURCH, HILLSBORO -

CONFIRMATION MASS
October 22, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. Fr. Bernie Weldishofer, our Dean from St.
Columbkille, will be the celebrant.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Sunday, October 13, 2024 AN
11:00 a.m. Knights of Columbus — St. Benignus — ZKeex:

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Meeting in Father Lay Hall Grand Knight:
Bruce Bennett, Sr. Contact: 740-463-3406

RESPECT LIFE FUND

The 2024 Respect Life Fund Collection will be held on the weekend of
October 5-6. This fund supports the lifesaving and healing work of pro-life
agencies (such as pregnancy care centers) across our archdiocese, as well
as Project Rachel, our post-abortion ministry. If you miss the in-person
collection or prefer to donate electronically, you can also donate online
here: https://www.givecentral.org/respectlifefund.

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Benignus and St. Mary confirmation retreat was held Sunday. Please
pray for our students as they prepare for their final weeks of study.
Confirmation will be held at St. Mary on October 22 at 7:00 p.m.

PARTIALLY USED CANDLES WELCOMED

“SARA”™
Sharing America’s Resources Abroad

Candles Needed for Ukraine
“Dark 20” 18-20 Hours of Darkness

NO GLASS Candles
Boxes will be set up in each Church

Questions/Contact
Lana Sakash
419-348-3894
lanasakash@gmail.com

1st Shipment October 20th
2nd Shipment November 17th

UPDATE ON THE SOPC WALK FOR LIFE

All praise and honor to Our Lord Jesus Christ for the generosity of St. Mary
Parishioners, The Knights of Columbus and the community of Hillsboro!!!
Through this generosity, The Southern Ohio Pregnancy Center raised over
$65,000.00 with $ 3,574.00 being donated by St. Mary Parishioners
and the Knights of Columbus!!! The generosity of the Parishioners and
the Knights of Columbus was overwhelming. Big thanks to all for such a
blessing!!! Many Moms and their babies will benefit greatly!!! Blessings,
Mary F. R. Tamborski, Prolife Representative

THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS

C.S. Lewis’ THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS is coming to a theater in Indianapolis!
Kristy Bockrath wants to invite anyone to join her in going on November
16. One show only at Butler Arts & Events Center in Indianapolis. Planning
in its early stages. Call 937-361-6590.
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SERMON ON MARK 10:13-16

I was privileged to witness medical history being made at Cincinnati Children’s. The transplant doctors

performed the first ever partial liver transplant from a mother to her baby. Mom’s liver was a perfect

match. Without this transplant the baby could not live. | became involved because the mother wanted
a Catholic priest to pray over her and her baby before surgery. | was called to the Pre-Operative Prep room
to give the blessing. The mother lay on a gurney, her eyes locked intensely upon her baby on a gurney close
to her. Two nurses joined us. The room was filled with hope, tempered by anxiety this procedure could fail.
Both mother and baby could be lost.

Mom held her child’s little hand gently in hers. She said, “Honey, mommy is going to give you a big healthy
liver. | gave you life once. Now I’'m giving you life again.” She said to me, “Father, pray that after this transplant
my daughter and | can go home to celebrate the best Christmas ever.”

| anointed both mom and baby. Before leaving the room, | quoted to her this Bible verse from Luke 8:50; “Do
not fear; only believe... .”The scene of this mother holding her baby’s hand reminded me of Michelangelo’s
fresco of “God Creating Adam” where God touches Adam with His Divine finger calling him to life.

The surgery lasted over twelve hours with two teams of doctors creating an historic moment offering hope to
mothers their babies can live. This hope was not disappointing. Both mother and baby survived. The surgery
was completely successful.

| remember seeing mom after the surgery. She was so happy. She said, “Father, don’t make me laugh. My side
still hurts.” She added, “I kept believing just like Jesus said.”

Jesus says in Mark 10:15, “I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child
will never enter it” What does this mean?

Your faith in Jesus is based on two things: helplessness and dependence. The world says these are bad. In
God’s Kingdom, these are required to belong. All the people whom Jesus healed were helpless.

So many things in life can make you helpless. Things that are not under your control: a sudden unexpected
illness, family problems, money concerns, and a myriad of other problems that make you say, “l don’t know
what to do?”

Accepting your helplessness is a good thing because you realize | cannot fix this on my own. You don’t have
to struggle needlessly.

My helplessness leads me to depend on someone who can help. That someone is God. Jesus said, “they
ought always to pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1) When | take my problems to Jesus, | have no reason to
get discouraged. | feel His peace that comes from believing God can do for me what | can’t do for myself. On
this belief, many addicts have found sobriety for years. God says, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out of them all.” (Psalm 34:19)

| wonder what that first Christmas was like for that mother who gave a “second birth” to her baby daughter.
| can imagine mom thanking God as she held in her arms the greatest gift God could ever give. God calls you
to rest in His arms as the child of God that you are. Merry Christmas Blessings to you every day of the year...
Fr. Mike
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Daycare & Training
937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro
www.fourseasonspetlic.com
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