THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ADAMS AND HIGHLAND COUNTIES

FRr. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR FR MATTHEW LEE, VICAR
937-403-2510 « edbourdase@yahoo.com 937-544-2757

ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

212 S. High St. « Hillsboro, OH 45133 204 S. Second St. « Greenfield, OH 45123
937-840-9932 937-981-2785

Masses: stbenignus@gmail.com

Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Masses:

Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.
HorLy TRINITY CHURCH

612 E. Mulberry St. « West Union, OH 45693 ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH
937-544-2757 205 Wendell Ave. « Peebles, OH 45660
secretary@holytrinity-ac.org 937-544-2757

Masses: secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m. Masses:

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 8:30 a.m. Tues. 9:00 a.m.

Fri 12:00 p.m. Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

FaMILY WEBSITE: http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

At Our Lady of the Hills Catholic Family, our vision is to be a vibrant community that radiates love and
compassion, grounded in prayer, and guided by the Holy Spirit. We strive to be a beacon of hope and refuge
for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all with open hearts and unwavering faith in Jesus.
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ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH
ST. MARY
RO R T ST FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 22, 2024
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
George Sakash BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Phone: 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl
Phone: 937-661-4835
OCIA:
Joyce Combs & Cindy Sprauer
Phone: 937-403-6708
PARISH FAITH FORMATION,
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION,
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
Phone: 937-840-9932
Email: stmarycre119@gmail.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lynn Turner
Phone: 937-763-8522
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski
Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE &
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant &
Beacons of Light
Office: 937-840-9932
Cell: (937) 205-3038
Email: justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS

PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Gene DeBruin

Phone: 937-981-2785
OCIA

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S AUXILIARY

Phone: 937-981-2785
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Chyane Collins

Phone: 740-572-2101

Email: chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.

Phone: 740-572-2085

Email: bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR
Kristy Bockrath

Phone: 937-361-6590

Email: krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX
President: Paula Miller

Phone: 937-876-9883
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE
Mary Tamborski

Phone: 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE

Phone: 937-981-2785

Email: stbenignus@gmail.com

Rosary Every Sunday at 7:40 a.m. at St. Mary Church
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024
8:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Rita Blankenship (Jim & Joan Winner)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Dr. Salido (Isidro Salido), Joel Griggs (Bill & Carole Terrell)
12:00 Noon  St. Benignus — Donald (Sparkie) Allison (Dan & Teresa Allison)
Fr. Matthew Lee

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2024 — CHRISTMAS EVE
3:30 p.m.  St. Mary — Dr. Monica Salido (Isidro Salido)
5:30p.m.  St. Benignus — Kennedy-Haitz Families (Debbie & Susie Kennedy)
9:00 p.m.  St. Benignus — Chantelle Noel (Bob Dye)
11:00 p.m.  St. Mary — Dr. Monica Salido (Salyer Family)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2024 — MERRY CHRISTMAS
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Jane Lawson (Greg Lawson)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2024
7:00p.m. NO MASS
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Friday, DECEMBER 27, 2024
Noon NO MASS
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Saturday, DECEMBER 28, 2024
3:30 p.m.  St. Benignus — Zaldy Bucayan (Bob Dye)
5:30p.m.  St. Mary — Dr. Monica Salido (Dr. Joan Salido)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Divine Mercy Chaplet before Mass at 9:45 a.m. at St. Mary Church
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024
8:00 a.m.  St. Mary - Rita Blankenship (Bill & Janet Butler)
10:00 a.m.  St. Mary — Marian Markland (Joseph Markland & Jesse Caplinger)
Noon  St. Benignus — Max (Buddie) Kilgore (Dan & Teresa Allison)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

FAMILY WEBSITE!! http://www.ourladyofthehillsoh.com

ST. MARY COLLECTION - DECEMBER 15, 2024

WEEKIY NEEM ... ..eeeeieeeeeiiieeeiiietetseiseeesssnteeeessneesessneesessseesesssseesssssesessssssssssssessssnnnens S 7,200.00
Weekly Collection. teeeeesreeeeeeeeessanraeeeeeeseannnnraeeeaas $ 11,609.00
VAFIANCE «uuuueeeernnrnnrsissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns S +4,409.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....coieiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieniieeisteiseissesssasssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssnsssnnes $ 170,000.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED.... eeeresereeetentennttnneennetantsnnssanssanssannan $ 129,541.00
VARIANCE.......cciiuiieiiiiiiiieiieiieniieniienitasttsetsssstassssssrssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssasssssssanssans $ -40,459.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION - DECEMBER 15, 2024
WEEKIY NEEM ... .ueeieiereeeiiieeeiiieeeesesneeeessnteeeessneesessseesessseesesssseesssssesessssssssssssessssnnnens S 2,900.00
WEEKIY COlIECHON. ... uveeeierereriieeericineeessineeeeeraneesessaeesessseesesssseesssssesessssesssssnsassssnnnens S 1,530.00
VAITANCE cueeeeeieeiieterieeeeiiscesseeeeesessssssreeessesssssssasesssssssssssssesssssssssssssseesssssssnnsssnnanas $ -1,370.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED ....ccieuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeiieeiteesteissesssassssssssssssssssssnsssssssnsssnsssnnses S 65,600.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED eeeresereeetentennttnnetnnetnntsnnssnnsansanaan S 45,386.00
VARIANCE......cciieiieiieiieiieiteiieniteeitenitanttsntststssnssssssssssssssrssssssssssssssssnsssnsssssssanssane $ -20,214.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds

You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church)

by using the link above or by scanning the QR Code to the right.

The Hills Family Facebook Page
Please Like and Share!
https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=61565871562111

EI o E Our Lady of




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 21/22, 2024

“Those whose hearts are pure are the temples of the Holy Spirit.” — St. Lucy

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO

** Volunteers Needed for Bingo — Bingo teams are short a few people. We really need help! Even
if you can only work before Bingo starts (5:30-7:00 p.m.) that would be great. All teams could use
extra hands to help with this ministry. If you could work on a team or just work a few hours, all help
is welcome! Contact 937-840-8655 for more information. Bingo Team 2 (January 3, 2025) — David &
Mary T., Tara B., Joyce C., Kevin & Teresa S., Mary B., JoAnn M.

JUBILEE YEAR 2025

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has launched a web page with information for the Jubilee Year 2025.
Visit https://catholicaoc.org/jubilee-2025 to learn about the Church’s celebration of an Ordinary
Jubilee every 25 years, obtaining the Jubilee Indulgence, pilgrimage sites within the archdiocese, and
a special pilgrimage to Italy in October 2025. All are invited to join Archbishop Schnurr for Mass on
Sunday, December 29, 4:00 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains to open the Jubilee
Year in communion with dioceses throughout the world.

DATES TO REMEMBER

St. Mary PSR - Christmas Break; No PSR — December 22nd & 29th.
PSR classes resume January 5th, 2025.

ST. BENIGNUS MONEY COUNTERS

If you are interested in being a money counter for 2025, please contact the Church Office at 937-
981-2785.

ST. BENIGNUS LADIES AUXILIARY MEETINGS REMINDER
There will be no meetings in January, February. We will return March 9, 2025 — more to follow next
year!! Spring Flower sale details will be forthcoming!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

SVDP of St. Benignus is seeking membership growth. We are “A network of
friends, and inspired by gospel values, growing in holiness and building a
more just world through personal relationships with and service to people
in need.” Contact Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 for opportunities.

SVDP of St. Mary, Hillsboro: We are asking parishioners if they have or know of free storage space
that might be available to use. SVdP is looking for a storage space for furniture and household items
that we can distribute to those in need. We would like something in Hillsboro. Please contact SVdP
directly at 937-205-0919.

cI St.Vincent de Paul

Neighbors helping neighbors®

Our Christmas ponsettias
memorialize those who have
gone before us.

Give them eternal rest,
O Lord, and may Your light
shine on them. Amen.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF...

Dean Family, Ruth Ward, Speed Kennedy, Emma Griffith, Albert & Betty Kearney, Charles E. Morgan,
Kathryn Morgan, Norm & Pat Givens, Calvin & Ruth Peterson, Joni Peterson, Kyle Garrison, Arthur
& Eleanor Block, Ralph & Ruth Bryant, Luke Givens, Tom Moran, Mary Lou Haines, Clayton & Ruth
Vanzant, Russell & Reva Salyer, Ronald Burnett, Michael Cowdrey, Kathleen Vanzant, Dr. Monica Salido,
Deceased Members of the Hovan Family, Jennifer Hurt, Virginia Braun, Frankie Mackinnon, Stacy
Moses, Betty Lou Moses, Joe Moses Jr., Carrie Wright, Everett Wright, Stanley & Rosemary Feder, Ted &
Bea Combs, Augustus Combs, Andrew & Frances Chappie, George & Frances Feder, Harley & Tava Bruce,
Artie Lawson, Ken & Mary Mullins, Ray & Lorena Tungate, Donald Markland, Robert Arbaugh, Roberta
Bryan, Mary Alice Wolfram, Edward Singer, Gary Huff, Carl Huff Jr., Phyllis Huff, Robert Kleinhenz, Ruth
Kleinhenz, Norman & Dorthea Leibreich Sr., Sharon Krimmer, Linda McCarroll, Susan & Terry Clasgeus,
Herbert Rhoads, Eddie Cadwallader, Joe & Thelma Butler, Lewis & Lida Behm, Sandra Behm

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends who
are sick, in a hospital, nursing home, are
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS &
ST. MARY PRAYER LIST

Archbishop Schnurr, Hannah Burton,
Robert Wheaton, Ally Wright, Bonnie
Hammons, Joe Carson, Agnes Volk, Bob
Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, Judy
Hagerty, Matt Scheeler, David Tolle,
Brittany Kinzer, Eric Arrington, Paula Miller,
Claudia Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser,
Theresa Shackelford, Cathy Thompson,
Teresa Staten, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith,
Howard Smith, Ron Speakman, Linda
Strahler, Dick Lester, Linda Bradford, Joe
Wright, Emily Konerman, Kirk Wuellner,
Roseann Cordrey, Pam Ryan, John Fusion,
Nevaeh Fusion, Robert Wintrow

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List,
please inform the office (937-840-9932
St. Mary) or leave a note in the collection
basket. (St. Benignus Church office, 937-
981-2785) **

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in
writing or e-mail justleahatstmary@gmail.
com or submit in my mailbox located at the
front of the school or call the office at 937-
840-9932.**

FR. LUEHRMANN HALL
$49,781.94 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall

“Never give up prayer, and should you find
dryness and difficulty, persevere in it for
this very reason. God often desires to see
what love your soul has, and love is not
tried by ease and satisfaction.”

— St. John of the Cross

=7

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
December 23 — Pamela Huff,
Joanne McDaniels
December 24 — Keith Ray
December 27 — Kristy Bruckner
December 28 — Lois Richendollar
December 29 — Jane Horne, Thomas Miller
December 30 — Joyce Baker, Tara Beery,
Teresa Stuebs
December 31 — Karla Ronneberg,
Sheri Duckwall
January 3 — Norma Butsch
January 4 — Ethel Wood, Clem Moenster
January 5 — Titus Thery




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Questions/Requests: Call Kristy Bockrath at 937-361-6590 or email krbockr@icloud.com. If you cannot attend as scheduled, please find a substitute.

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH - 3:30 P.M. MASS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH - NOON MASS

SACRISTANS Needed Needed
MINISTERS OF THE WORD Eileen Corwin Amy Baldwin
EUCHARISTIC " athy Gens. Susan Stockey
MINISTERS Eric Givens Vicki Brock
SERVERS Volunteer Needed Iryna Reeves
COUNTERS JimT. / LarryS.

“Let us love the Cross and let us remember that we are not alone in carrying it. God is helping us. And in God who is comforting us, as St. Paul says, we
— St. Gianna Molla

can do anything.”

WHICH CHRISTMAS CAROL S
WAS WRITTEN BY A SAINT? ET FE[]

The beautiful Huron Carol uses American
Indian imagery to tell the story of the Nativity. St. Jean de Brebeuf was
a Jesuit missionary and martyr in the 17th century. He was sent to North
America to minister to the Huron Indians around the time of St. Isaac
Jogues. Brebeuf was able to penetrate hostile Iroquois territory in order
to reach the Hurons. He gained respect for his giant stature and enormous
strength, but the Hurons did not trust him and were quick to blame any
disaster on his crucifix.
‘Twas in the moon of wintertime
When all the birds had fled,
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead;
Before their light the stars grew dim,
And wandering hunter heard the hymn:
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, )

. . St. Jean de Brebeuf (photo by
In excelsis gloria.” Matt Osborne/ CC BY-SA 4.0)
Fr. Brebeuf sought to reveal the timelessness and universality of Our
Lord’s birth, showing that the night of the Nativity happened for the sake
of all mankind.

WHO WAS CALLED THE “SNOWSHOE PRIEST”?

Meet the astounding first bishop of the Mitten’s icy Upper Peninsula.

In the vast tracts of Upper Michigan, in thick-drifted midwinter, in wind
or flake or stillness, the bent and burdened figure of a man could be seen
trudging across the scudded snow.

He carried bundles on his back — medicines, linens, precious Viaticum —
and tramped on worn snowshoes. He had no companions, no beast of
burden, no means of communication, but angels watched his steps.

This is how Venerable Bishop Frederic Baraga administered to his vast
diocese of Michigan for fifteen years.

He would travel as far as 250 miles on his snowshoes,
just because he’d heard rumors of stranded settlers in
need of Holy Communion or of a child at death’s door.
He always brought as many gifts as he could carry.
Bishop Baraga had originally come from Carniola,
present-day Slovenia. He lost both parents by the time
he was fifteen years old, but before their deaths, he
had witnessed their strong example of virtue and piety.
At first, Baraga studied law, but upon graduation he entered the seminary.
He was ordained just two years later, in 1823.

After seven years among his native parishes, he was sent to the United States
as a missionary. His work among Germans and Indians bore great fruit. (Fun
fact: Baraga wrote the first rules of grammar and a dictionary for the Chippewa
language! He is holding his Chippewa dictionary in the image above.)

1853 saw him appointed the first bishop of Upper Michigan. Here he
toiled among his loving flock until his death fifteen years later.

Bishop Baraga was joined in his missionary work by countless others. They
established hundreds of Catholic churches and communities throughout
the United States.

Thank You to Trustwell Living at Bells Garden for donating hats and
gloves to our second Saturday of the Month Lunches.

CATHOLIC
By e



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 21/22, 2024

“JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF MANKIND
SHINING IN THE DARKNESS..."

- POPE FRANCIS

FEASTS

of the
CHRISTMAS
- | SEASON

AST OF SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

A Prayer for

the ‘Fourth Sunday of . m
Slappy New Year!

New Years Eve 12-31-24 Tuesday

Mm MW, PrRaY for us, that we MIghf be 5:00pm - Mary Queen of Heaven (Fr. Lee)
inspiked by the way you Received your life and God's. 7:00pm - St Mary (Fr. Mike)

Draw us dose to your Son, that we might

Trust Him with our lives, as He learned To e e

: i : 9:00am - St M (Fr. Mike)
tRust His Father by His trust in you. Amen. NSRRI

11:00am - St. Benignus (Fr. Mike)

Together as a family of faith, let us celebrate
Follow on o Facebook, o Twitter and @ Instagram Cheerd to health, hapoinedd, and prodperity cn 20257

PRAYER FROM WWW.CCCBCA %ﬂzj GO ERfOL ELELLy HLOMTERT: r_?f e focetery.




ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Owr oé’ng of %e/ CLlella @anm&ég
Christmas Eve. Masses- Dec. 24th

3:30pm - St MCI.T’H (Fr. Mike)
9:30pm - Holy Trinity (Fr. Lee)
5:30pm - St Benignus (Fr. Mike)
8:00pm - Mary Queen of Heaven ( Fr. Lee)
9:00pm St Benignus (Fr. Mike)
11:00pm- St Mary (Fr. Mike)

ristmas DaH Masses- Dec. 25th
10:00am - St Mary (Fr. Mike)

. 11:00am - Holl:l T'r"mit';l (Fr. Lee) N \é




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 21/22, 2024

SERMON ON LUKE 1:39-45

W ith the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth, we see the two greatest women in God’s plan

to save His humans. They are great because God chose them to give birth to the two
greatest men who would do God’s will to save us: Jesus and John the Baptist.

But there is something else Mary and Elizabeth shared in common that you never hear talked
about: shame. The towns folk would have viewed both these women with shame. They believed
them to be unworthy of respect or honor. Why?

Others saw Elizabeth with shame because she did not give birth to a child for decades. Elizabeth
endured a lifetime of being treated like a failure. The worth of a women was based solely on her
ability to be a mother. Society considered a childless woman as cursed by God. Mary fared even
worse. The virgin conception of Jesus put Mary in grave danger. Here was the punishment for a
woman who conceived with child by a man not intended to be her husband. “They shall bring
the girl to the entrance of her father’s house and there her townsmen shall stone her to death.”
(Deut. 22:20) Wow. Tell us how you really feel about that woman. And Jesus Himself would have
been aborted. Thank God Joseph believed the angel. And thank God for choosing these two
courageous women who did God’s will despite the judgement of shame heaped upon them.

Through Elizabeth honoring Mary, we see God taking away the shame. Elizabeth said Mary is
“blessed.” The Greek word makaria spoken by Elizabeth is the same word used by Jesus in the
Beatitudes. It translates in English as “Happy.” Happy is Mary who believed. Happy is Mary who
said “Yes” to God. Happy is Mary because God removed her shame.

The son she bore, Jesus, came into our world to remove our shame heaped upon us by Satan.
God clearly said in Zephaniah 3:19: “I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and | will turn
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.” God says through St. Paul, “Everyone who
believes in him (Jesus) will not be put to shame.” (Romans 10:11) God replaces our shame from
Satan with His Love from Jesus.

| remember one night in the early 90’s when | was on duty at the Care Unit Hospital. A father
brought in his teenage son who was addicted to this new drug called “crystal meth.” (It had
just come to Cincinnati.) After a two-day search, the dad found him passed out, lying under an
overpass in the city. He described what happened, “I picked him up and held him liked | used
to do when he was a baby. He looked at me dazed and said with a slur, ‘Dad, why are you here?
I’m not worth it’. | replied, ‘You are to me’. ‘But Dad | stink!’ | said, ‘l don’t care’. My son then

said, ‘Dad, leave me alone! Please stop loving me!’ | replied, ‘I can’t’” Dad paid for his son’s
treatment in full.

God gave us Jesus when we stunk from sin. He washed us clean by His Blood. He paid our debt
to God in full. God could do this because an unmarried pregnant woman said, “Yes.” Happy
Advent.
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FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY
Hillsboro * Lynchburg * Leesburg
937-393-2124
People You Know... People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

Our bulletin is printed
atno\cost to the parish.
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In Compliments of
SASSAFRAS

KITCHEN

Local People / Loc: ocal Commitment

(937) 393-1993
www.merchantsnat.com _
- .

TO PLACE AN AD,

EQUIPMENT

6001 U.S. 68
N. Wilmington, OH

CALL DEE PRINTING oward Q13
1-800-292-9020 ®

m i Beverly Lamphier

PLUMBING & HEATING [

Real Estate Services

800-562-9695
937-382-5717
www.mfeag.com
“For All Your Agriculture
Equipment Needs”

Air Conditioning Cell: 513-532-2689
429 S. Washlngton St., Fax: 513-875-2653
Greenfield beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
1-800-589-9722 beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com
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