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refuge for all who seek God’s Grace, welcoming all with open hearts and
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 14, 2025
Sunday, December 14, 2025

8:00 a.m. Queen of Heaven — Mass
9:00 a.m. St. Benignus — Judy Hagerty +
10:00 a.m. Holy Trinity — Mass
11:30 a.m. St. Mary — Ruth Vanzant +

Monday, December 15, 2025
8:30a.m.  Holy Trinity — Mass

Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Noon St. Benignus — Don & Kay Flynn +

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
8:30 a.m. Queen of Heaven — Mass
Noon St. Benignus — Roy Adams +

Thursday, December 18, 2025
8:30 a.m. Holy Trinity — Mass
Noon St. Mary — Pro-Life Mass Dedication

Friday, December 19, 2025
8:30a.m. Mary, Queen of Heaven — Mass
Noon St. Mary — Rob Wintrow

Saturday, December 20, 2025
5:00 p.m. St. Mary — Robert Arbaugh +
5:00 p.m. Holy Trinity — Mass

Sunday, December 21, 2025

8:00 a.m. Queen of Heaven — Mass

9:00 a.m. St. Benignus — Donald Allison +
10:00 a.m. Holy Trinity — Mass
11:30 a.m. St. Mary — David Rosselott +

Adoration & Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
12:30 p.m. Wednesday — St. Benignus
9:00 a.m. Thursday — Holy Trinity
6:00 p.m. Thursday — St. Mary
Confessions
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. — Queen of Heaven
Wednesday: 12:30 p.m. — St. Benignus
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — Holy Trinity
Thursday: 6:00 p.m. — St. Mary
Saturday
4:00 p.m. - St. Mary
4:00 p.m. — Holy Trinity
Daily Mass Readings can be found at: usccb.org

ST. MARY - LIVESTREAM
https://www.twitch.tv/saintmaryhillsboro
No Signups Needed, Free Livestreaming of Mass
Audio Stream for WLRU Radio is: wiru.radio12345.com

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS FAMILY FACEBOOK PAGE
Please Like & Share !!
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565871562111




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 13/14, 2025

From the Pastor s Desk

| have always loved music. It can help us focus when we work or study, bring relaxation after a long day, or set
the mood for a joyful summer drive with the windows down and the radio up. Music has a way of meeting us
wherever we are: calm, burdened, excited, or hopeful. For nearly every moment of life there is a melody that
resonates with the soul.

Dom Prosper Guéranger, a 19th-century Benedictine, once wrote that sacred music is the voice of the
Church’s soul calling out to God. He recognized music’s unique power to stir the heart, to awaken emotion
even in the most stoic listener. Like a beautifully composed piece with its rise and fall — the crescendo and
decrescendo that give life and movement — our spiritual journey during Advent follows its own rhythm.

Today, the Third Sunday of Advent, marks a kind of crescendo. In the midst of our preparation and penance, the Church bids us to
rejoice. This day is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin Gaudete — “Rejoice!” — taken from the entrance antiphon
of Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice!” The rose candle and vestments stand as visible signs of this joy.

Our readings overflow with this theme. Isaiah speaks of the people returning from exile, “crowned with everlasting joy.” St. Paul
echoes that same call to rejoice. Even James reminds us with hope that the Lord’s coming is near.

The world around us may feel hectic, heavy, or chaotic, but joy rises even there; not mere cheerfulness, but the deep gladness that
knows God is drawing close. As we continue our Advent preparation, may this Sunday lift our hearts like a crescendo in a great

symphony. Let us rejoice, for the Lord is near!

Fr. Scott Morgan

OLOTH CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
December 24th - January 1, 2026

BULLETIN DEADLINE OR
BULLETIN EMAIL REQUEST

Bulletin can be Emailed - If you would like to have the Bulletin
emailed to you, please contact the email below or church office.
Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. Bulletin submissions in writing
or email justleahatstmary@gmail.com or submit in my mailbox
located at the front of the school or call the office at (937) 840-9932.

“Crosses release us from this world and by doing so bind us to God.”
— Saint Charles de Foucauld

HIGHLAND COUNTY

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Next Parish Council Meeting for St. Benignus & St. Mary —
January 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mary

Highland County Parish Council Meetings will be held the 2nd
Wednesday of every month and rotate locations between St. Mary
and St. Benignus.

DATES & INFORMATION AT ST. BENIGNUS

Volunteers are needed to help set up the Church Nativity Scene
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 21, 2025.

Thursday, December 18, 2025,
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, Religious Education Bldg.,
6:00-7:30 p.m

St. Benignus PSR students will have a donation box in the back of
the church for new or gently used winter hats, gloves, socks and
scarves. The items collected will be donated to St., Benignus, St.
Vincent de Paul and will be dispersed as needed.

St. Benignus SVDP meetings are on Thursdays. On the first and third
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m., all are welcome. Continue to support our
youth drive for winter items: hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, socks.

As our year closes, SVDP of St. Benignus thanks everyone for
donations of time, talent, goods or donations; any prayers for our
success or client’s needs, or suggestions you’ve made. We gave
over $12,000.00 toward client needs, mostly in pantry items (food,
cleaning supplies, toilet paper) and utilities in danger of being
disconnected. There were a few exceptions made for gasoline (for
medical appointments) and overnight emergency housing. Shoutout
to lan Woods who organized a hats/gloves/socks drive for SVDP
clients. Extra donations allow us to bless clients with a voucher for
a single meat purchase at Community Market. SVDP welcomes new
members. We want not only to help our neighbors but also grow in
faith ourselves through fellowship and generosity to others.

Men’s Group of St. Benignus, 2nd Tuesday of each month at
6:00 p.m. All men are invited to join us at 6:00 p.m.

St. Benignus Ladies Auxiliary Meetings will be held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Religious Ed Bldg. Any
questions, please reach out to Paula at 937-876-9883.

CARPOOL: Anyone wanting to carpool to the Ladies Auxiliary
Christmas Dinner at Harold and Judy Schmidt on Monday,
December, 15 at 6:00 p.m. please meet at the church at 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Party: December 15, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. Place to follow.
All are welcome. No December meeting. Meetings will resume
on March 12, 2026. All are invited to come and help support your
church.



ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

Collection Tnformation

St. Mary Collection December 7, 2025

L= VA e 1 L=Tot o o TR S 6,782.00
Y VAT or=Y 1L Ao (=0 o 1 | RN S 25.00
Southern Ohio Pregnancy Center......cccciiiieeeciiiieeneccenreennnccennennnsesneennnssnnes S 190.00
Retirement Religious FUNd..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnennnnneeesssssssssses S 150.00
Christmas FIOWEr OffEring ......cceeevreeeiereeerirseeiisrereesssneresseeesssseesssssessssnesessenes S 135.00

Online Giving makes it easy to fulfill stewardship commitments. Giving electronically also
helps the church save money and improve its budget. It’s less risky than writing checks or
bringing cash to church. Electronic contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or destroyed and
have an extremely high rate of accuracy.

St. Benignus Collection December 7, 2025
WeEEKIlY COllECHION...ccccueeeeeereeerreeiereeeseeeeeeseneesssnesesseesessseesessesessnsessssnesensans S 3,244.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds
You can give Online to (SOPC, SVAP, Building Fund, Church) to the link above.

ST. MARY REMINDERS

St. Mary Knights of Columbus meetings are the 2nd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. of each month
at St. Mary

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ANNUAL COAT DRIVE
Collection ends December 20th. Please donate your New or Gently used Coats, Hats &
Scarves to the box located in the Narthex at St. Mary.

St. Mary Volunteers Needed
St. Mary Art and Environment Committee is looking for a few volunteers to help with
church decorations throughout the year.

A Catholic Art and Environment Committee will use various elements like flowers, fabrics,
plants, and religious art to create a prayerful and beautiful environment to reflect the
liturgical season and enhance the worship experience. If interested or would like more
information, please call the church office at 937-840-9932.

Traveling Mary and Joseph at St. Mary

A long-standing tradition at St. Mary is the traveling Holy Family. During Advent, Joseph,
Mary with child and a donkey move to different locations each weekend until they make
it to the place where the Creche will be erected. So, make sure you keep an eye out, say a
little prayer to all travelers this holiday season and in all the rush and stress be reminded
of the true meaning of Christmas.

St. Mary Choir: Your Saturday organists would love to have voices join them upstairs for
Saturday Mass. Announcing songs, singing the songs familiar to you and new to us, keeping
us on the right verse — all would be helpful. Please wander upstairs and introduce yourself. No
special process is necessary. Help us make a joyful noise unto the Lord. = Kristy and Cathy

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those
parishioners or their family or friends who
are sick, in the hospital, nursing home,
homebound or in need of prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS & ST. MARY
PRAYER LIST

Wayne Bryant, Jason Wood, Steve Faust,
Madge McCoy, Richard Oakes, Dave
Shoults, Gail Grim, Robert Wheaton, Ally
Wright, Bonnie Hammons, Joe Carson,
Bob Dye, Joe Turley, Jeff Thoroman, David
Tolle, Brittany Kinzer, Paula Miller, Claudia
Frank, Jeff Hadley, Becky Hiser, Theresa
Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, Edna
Maxwell, Jean Smith, Dick Lester, Linda
Bradford, Roseann Cordrey, Barry Reinholz,
Rosemarie Muenster, Dale Braun, Mary
Williams, Greg Burns, Rob Wintrow, Nicole
Rhoads, Alan Lane, Elaine Feder, Aubrey
Griego, Jamey Phillips, Mike Vermeersch,
Ervin Moore, Sarah Severyn, Cathy Fox

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer
List please inform the office (937-840-
9932 St. Mary) or leave a note in the
collection basket. (St. Benignus Church
office, 937-981-2785) **

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
December 13 — Kimberly Fontaine Martin,
Caryl Moenster
December 15 — Roy Tesmer, Troy Tesmer
December 17 — Charles Elking
December 18 — Jamison Georges,
Erika Thery
December 19 — Avery Miller-Salyer,
Mary Takacs
December 20 — Creed Culbreath
December 21 — Mack Pohlman
December 22 — Henry Koehler
December 23 — Joanne McDaniels
December 27 — Kristy Bruckner
December 28 — Lois Richendollar
December 29 — Jane Horne,
Thomas Miller
December 30 — Joyce Baker, Tara Beery,
Teresa Stuebs
December 31 — Sheri Duckwall

Thou alone and Thy Mother are in all things
fair; there is no flaw in Thee and no stain in
Thy Mother.

— St. Ephrem

https://catholicaoc.org/
beacons-of-light

(49

INS == of LIGHT
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ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO
Bingo Team 1 (January 2, 2026)
Michelle V.-S.,
Jane H,,
. Ann L.,
s Josh P,
Tim L.,
Joann M.

Even when we are fully awake and walking around, going to work
or taking care of things at home, we are often spiritually asleep —
and don’t realize it. We forget that we are in need of a savior.
We are caught up in this world, just as the people at Bethlehem
were when Joseph and Mary sought shelter for the soon-to-be-
born Christ Child. Our lives are so full, so busy with daily tasks,
that heaven becomes a vague idea which rarely affects us. And this
is certainly understandable. Our days are filled with the average
and the ordinary: ordinary responsibilities, ordinary frustrations,
ordinary sins. Advent calls us back. Advent wakes us up.

— Good Catholic Digital Content Series, Great Advent

NIGHT PRAYER

Jesus Christ, my God, | adore You and thank You for all the
graces You have given me this day. | offer You my sleep and all
the moments of this night. | place myself and all my loved ones,
wherever they may be, in Your sacred side and under the mantle
of Our Blessed Mother. Let Your holy angels stand watch and keep
us in peace. Amen.

Youth Group

Our Lady of the Hills Parish Family will be going to a Cincinnati
Reds game on Friday, June 12, 2026! 7:10 p.m. is the scheduled
first pitch. The ticket price is $34.00 (with the group discount
applied) and we will be in section 415-419 (depending on the total
number of tickets needed).

Chyane Collins is coordinating the ticket purchase. You can reach
her directly by calling/texting 740-572-2101 with your ticket
quantity or questions.

Additional information will be shared but we wanted to share
the date!

Memorials &
Dedic

PR, A=Y g :
Donald Markland, Robert Arbaugh, Amy Kirst-Barnett, Amy
Simpson, Rob Wintrow, David Rosselott, ElImer & Ethel Wilkens,
Janet Wilkens, Barb Wilkens, Braun Family, Hovan Family, Dale
Walker, Ken Breckel, Isador & Lydia Brown, The Hagerty Family,
Deceased Members of Dean Family, Jim Block Family, Norman &
Pat Givens, Calvin & Ruth Peterson, Joni Peterson, Luke Givens, Kyle
Garrison, Eric Givens, Kennedy & Haitz Families, Debbie Kennedy,
Steve Strahler, Mark Smith and Mrs. William Soards

l .
.h

THIRD SUNDAYM®F ADVENT
GAUDETESUNDAY

Our Lady Of The
Hills Annual Family
Picnic Committee

Want to join the committee to help

plan and organize the annual family
picnic!?
Call (937)840-9932 or
E-Mail: justleahatstmary@gmail.com
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ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

JIM & DEE TAYLOR

FAREWELL

St. Benignus had cake and ice cream after Mass
on Sunday, November 30th as a farewell and well
wishes sentiment to Jim & Dee Taylor.

Safe travels & blessings in New York.

o e
o ity Doy

CHRISTMAS EVE

DECEMBER 24
3:30pm-St Mary

5:30pm- St Benignus
9:00pm-8t Benignus
11:00pm- St Mary

5:00pm-Holy Trinity
8:00pm-Queen of Heaven

oy .‘! - CHRISTMAS DAY
: s DECEMBER 25
¥ S

E. 4 g _:'“"d 10:00am- Holy Trinty
{f‘ ke 10:00am-St Mary
NOW HIRING

Posted: December 4, 2025
https://resources.catholicaoc.org/jobs/managing-editor-the-
catholic-telegraph-archdiocese-of-cincinnati-pastoral-center-
cincinnati-oh

The Archdiocese is seeking a qualified person as the Managing
Editor of The Catholic Telegraph. The Managing Editor is a skilled
communicator who advances the mission of the Catholic Church
through compelling storytelling and accurate and faith-filled
reporting. This role is responsible for maintaining an editorial
pipeline and producing content for digital, print, and social media
platforms that engages, informs, and inspires Catholic audiences.
The Managing Editor oversees all content on The Catholic Telegraph
website and weekly production of The Ember newsletter, as well
as assisting the Editorial Director with monthly production of The
Catholic Telegraph magazine.

The Managing Editor collaborates productively and congenially
with the entire staff of the Department of Communication &
Evangelization, other archdiocesan offices, and digital agency
Heroic Strategies. The Managing Editor must be a model of
professional conduct and always represent the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati with honesty and integrity.

Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume, and Application
for Employment to humanresources@catholicaoc.org by January
16, 2026.

Retirement Fund for Religious

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

2nd Collection Weekend December 14th

The Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR) provides funding to any
religious institute in the U.S. that is listed in the religious institute
section of the OCD with an identifying OCD number, and that has
an unfunded past service liability. It distributes financial assistance
from the fund to religious institutes based on a formula and criteria
approved by the conferences of major superiors and bishops.
Mail To: National Religious Retirement Office Retirement Fund
for Religious — PO Box 96988, Washington, DC 20090-6988
www.retiredreligious.org

« * OurLady of The Hills

New Years Eve

(Mother of God)

7:00pm- Queen of Heaven
7:00pm- St Mary

we wish you a

I l.appy N”cw Year

New Years Day
(Mother of God)

10:00am- St Benignus
10:00am-Holy Trinity
Noon- St Mary

THANK YOU!
Thank you to our Knights of |
Columbus for sponsoring
the purchase of a new sign
for St. Mary. | am grateful to
my brother Knights for their
continued prayers and support
of our parish!

Fr. Scott Morgan
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Second Sunday of Advent

Jesus is the only founder of any major religion that was ever pre-
announced — Divinely revealed.

The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit:

The gift of Wisdom enables us to see the world from God’s
viewpoint, which can help us come to grasp the purpose and plan
of God. It grants us the long-range view of history, examining the
present in the light of the past and the mystery of the future. It
saves us from the illusion that the spirit of the times is our only
guide. The Spirit’s gift of knowledge directs us to a contemplation,
or thoughtful reflection, of the mystery of God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as well as of
the mysteries of the Catholic faith. We are drawn to meditative prayer, where we allow
God to lead us while we rest patiently in the divine presence.

The gift of understanding stimulates us to work on knowing ourselves as part of our
growth in knowing God. It is what St. Augustine meant when he prayed, “That | may
know You, may | know myself” When the Spirit pours fortitude or courage into our
hearts, we can trust that we will be prepared to stand up for Christ and the Gospel when
challenged. As the gift of counsel or right judgment grows in us, we can sense the quiet
teaching that the Spirit gives us about our moral lives and the training of our consciences.

The gift of piety or reverence is an act of respect for the Father who created us, for Jesus
who saved us, and for the Spirit who is sanctifying us. We learn reverence for God and
people from our parents and others who train us in virtue. The Spirit fills us with this gift
at liturgy, which is a masterful school of reverence, as well as through popular devotions
and piety.

Finally, the gift of fear of the Lord or wonder and awe in God’s presence can infuse
honesty into our relationship with God, a frankness that places us in awe before the
majesty of God. Yet, the gift also imparts an attitude of grateful wonder that God loves us
and that we can share in His life.

When we are responsive to the grace of Confirmation and the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit, we begin to bear the fruits of the Spirit. The tradition of the Church names twelve
fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity,
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity (cf. CCC, no. 1832; Gal S:22).

523 (in ‘The Preparations for Jesus Christ’) — St. John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate
precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare His way. “Prophet of the Most High,” John
surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last. He inaugurates the Gospel, already
from his mother’s womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in being “the friend
of the bridegroom,” whom he points out as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world.” Going before Jesus “in the spirit and power of Elijah,” John bears witness to
Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and through his martyrdom.

678 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the
judgment of the Last Day in his preaching. Then will the conduct of each one and the
secrets of hearts be brought to light. Then will the culpable unbelief that counted the
offer of God'’s grace as nothing be condemned. Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose
acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love. On the Last Day, Jesus will say: “Truly | say
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”

CLOSING OF THE
JUBILEE YEAR WITH
ARCHBISHOP CASEY

All are invited to join Archbishop Casey
as he celebrates Mass for the Closing of
the Jubilee Year on Sunday, December
28, 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral
Basilica of St. Peter in Chains. At the
request of the Holy Father, a collection
for the poor will be taken.

COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS

DINNER

@

ST. BENIGNUS
COMMUNITY

CHRISTMAS DINNER
When: Christmas Day,
Thursday, December 25, 2025
Time: 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Where: Eagles Lodge,

1275 N. Washington Street
Greenfield, Ohio 45123
Volunteers are needed from
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. We will
prepare all the food, put
together the carry out meals,
deliver meals and clean up.

We serve 700-800 meals of
which 600 are delivered. The
total cost for these meals is
about $2,500.00 per year and
it is totally funded through
donations. All food is purchased
locally.

Donations can be dropped
off to Eric Zint at Corner
Pharmacy, 259 Jefferson
Street, Greenfield, Ohio or St.
Benignus Church Office.

This event would not be
possible if it weren’t for all
the wonderful people who
volunteer each year.

Anyone wishing to volunteer is
asked to please sign up on the
sheet in the back of church.

God bless everyone for helping
to make this happen each year!
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FUNERAL HOME

Wilmington & Hillsboro Locations!

www.wilmingtonsavings.com

937-981-4081 www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

(937)382 -1659

937-393-2124

TURNER 3E

FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY
Hillsboro * Lynchburg * Leesburg

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

BURWINKEL
, DENTISTRY

THT 393-1634

Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.
Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

1460 N. High St.
dJ sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821
3

Leader to the Great Outdoors.

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training
937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro
www.fourseasonspetlic.com

.j LAURELS

OF HILLSBORO

SealTite

175 Chillicothe Ave.
O[]0

Hillsboro, OH 45133 h—
P 937.393.1925

Visit our website!

DUCT, PIPE & FITTINGS
1st and 3rd Shift Available
Full and Part Time TO PLACE AN AD, CALL

DEE PRINTING AT 1-800-292-9020

PARISHIONER

Hapner

Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

N
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COMMUNITY BANK

Greenfield Hillsboro
Peebles Lynchburg
Georgetown

Leesburg
West Union
Ripley
Open a checking account with us today!
www. SouthernHillsCommunityBank.com
MEMBER FDIC

Aquaworks Pool & Spa Inc.

A

406 N West Street,
| Hillsboro Ohio 45133

Owners:
Avery Ventura & Steven Ventura

RICK CORNELE

PLUMBING

e New Construction
® Remodel
°® Service

937-393-2012

401K & Benefits

Attendance Bonus Rhoads- N/
Edgington % % ]
Funeral Home

Bring this bulletin in for a 15% discount
on our full service.

120 Moore Road
Hillsboro, OH
937-393-4268

937-393-1435

edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

.. To place an ad, call 1-800-292-9020.

836 South ngh St
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

987-898-8600

AMERICAN WAY TAX
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St., Hillsboro
937-393-2201
937-393-2281
Teresa Covert, CPA

]es T. McKown, DDS

393-9913
938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU
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National Cooperative Bank

‘Working Together. s
Building Community. FDIC

WILSON NATIONAL LLC
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146A West Main St.

Hillsboro, OH 45133
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COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING
Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

Downtown Greenfield
981-2454

Parishioner

Qurbulletin is printed
atmo cost tothe parish.
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Real Estate Services

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653

beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com
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