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ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

PASTOR, FR. SCOTT MORGAN
  smorgan@catholicaoc.org
VICAR, FR. ADAM LEWIS
  alewis@catholicaoc.org
OFFICE:
  937-840-9932
SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCIES:
  937-403-0245

ST. MARY
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: 
George Sakash; 937-205-0919
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Grand Knight, Jim Hehl; 937-661-4835
OCIA: 
  937-840-9932; smorgan@catholicaoc.org
PARISH FAITH FORMATION,
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION,
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR:
Michelle Vanzant Salyer
  937-840-9932; stmarycre119@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE: 
Mary Tamborski; 937-205-4458
ST. MARY CHURCH OFFICE & 
ST. MARY PRESCHOOL:
Leah Salyer, Administrative Assistant & 
 Beacons of Light
  Office: 937-840-9932
  justleahatstmary@gmail.com

ST. BENIGNUS
PROGRAM CONTACTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:
Kristy Bockrath;
  937-361-6590; krbockr@icloud.com
OCIA: 
  937-840-9932; smorgan@catholicaoc.org
ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S AUXILIARY:
  937-981-2785
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:
Chyane Collins; 740-572-2101
  chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett, Jr.; 740-572-2085
  bennettb@greatoaks.com
CHOIR/MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Kristy Bockrath; 937-361-6590
  krbockr@icloud.com
LADIES AUX:
President: Paula Miller
  937-876-9883 
ST. BENIGNUS CEMETERY:
  937-981-2785; stbenignus@gmail.com
PRO-LIFE REPRESENTATIVE:
Mary Tamborski; 937-205-4458
ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH OFFICE:
  937-981-2785; stbenignus@gmail.com

ST. MARY – LIVESTREAM
https://www.twitch.tv/saintmaryhillsboro

No Signups Needed, Free Livestreaming of Mass 
Audio Stream for WLRU Radio is: wlru.radio12345.com

OUR LADY OF THE HILLS FAMILY FACEBOOK PAGE 
Please Like & Share !!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565871562111

“‘I am,’ said she, ‘a servant of Jesus Christ, and am going to the Lord’s assembly.”
� – St. Anysia of Slonika

“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you… yes, it is Christmas every 
time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.”� – St. Teresa of Calcutta

“In trial or difficulty, I have recourse to Mother Mary, whose glance alone is enough to 
dissipate every fear.”� – Saint Therese of Lisieux

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
DECEMBER 28, 2025

Sunday, December 28, 2025
	 9:00 a.m.	 St. Benignus – Max (Buddy) Kilgore +
	 11:30 a.m.	 St. Mary – Jack Boler +

Tuesday, December 30, 2025
	 Noon	 St. Benignus – Peggy Bechie + 

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 – New Year’s Eve
	 7:00 p.m.	 St. Mary – Dr. Tara Beery

Thursday, January 1, 2026 – New Year’s Day, Solemnity of Mary
	 10:00 a.m.	 St. Benignus – Theresa Staten +
	 Noon	 St. Mary – Barb Wilkenson +

Friday, January 2, 2026
	 Noon	 St. Mary – Elizabeth Smith +

Saturday, January 3,2026
	 5:00 p.m.	 St. Mary – Thomas Moran +

Sunday, January 4, 2026
	 9:00 a.m.	 St. Benignus – Judy Hagerty + (Ron Hagerty and Family)
	 11:30 a.m.	 St. Mary – Jamie Bentley 

Adoration & Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday: 12:30 p.m. – St. Benignus 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – Holy Trinity; 6:00 p.m. – St. Mary

Confessions 
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – Queen of Heaven; 12:30 p.m. – St. Benignus

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – Holy Trinity; 6:00 p.m. – St. Mary

Saturday 
4:00 p.m. – St. Mary; 4:00 p.m. – Holy Trinity 

Daily Mass Readings can be found at: usccb.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk
As we continue to celebrate the joy of Christmas, the Church invites us today to turn our gaze toward the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. In the quiet simplicity of their home in Nazareth, we encounter not an 
idealized or effortless family life, but a family that learned to trust God amid uncertainty, sacrifice, and love. 
The Feast of the Holy Family reminds us that holiness is most often lived out in ordinary places — around the 
table, in daily work, and in faithful love for one another. The first reading from the Book of Sirach speaks 
directly to family life, calling children to honor their parents and reminding us that such love and respect are 
pleasing to God. These words are not merely social advice; they reveal that family relationships are sacred. 
Through patience, forgiveness, and mutual care, the family becomes a place where God’s mercy is first 

learned and practiced. St. Paul, in his Letter to the Colossians, deepens this vision. He exhorts families to “put on heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.” These virtues are not abstract ideals but daily choices. Paul’s words 
remind us that Christian family life is rooted in Christ Himself. When Christ is at the center of the home, love becomes more than 
emotion — it becomes a commitment shaped by sacrifice and grace. The Gospel from Matthew presents the Holy Family not in 
peaceful stillness, but on the move. Joseph is warned in a dream, and without hesitation he rises in the night, takes Mary and the 
child, and flees to Egypt. Here we see a family marked by obedience and trust. Joseph’s quiet faith protects the Savior of the world, 
while Mary remains steadfast in her trust in God’s plan. Even amid danger and displacement, the Holy Family remains united, 
anchored in God’s will. On this feast, we are invited to reflect on our own families — whether by blood, marriage, or the bonds we 
form within the Church. No family is perfect, yet every family is called to holiness. May the Holy Family inspire us to place Christ at 
the center of our homes, to grow in patience and forgiveness, and to trust God even when the path ahead is unclear. Through their 
intercession, may our families become places of faith, love, and peace.

Fr. Scott Morgan

Notes from Fr. Adam Lewis
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A):
On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary:
“Hail, Kecharitōmenē!”
Kecharitōmenē (κεχαριτωμένη) is the unique Greek word used by the Angel Gabriel to greet Mary in Luke 1:28, meaning 
“Hail, full of grace” or “highly favored one,” signifying someone who has been permanently endowed with divine favor 
and grace, a completed action with lasting effects, supporting Catholic beliefs in Mary’s sinlessness and unique role in 

salvation. NOTICE, the angel did not say, “Hail Mary” but rather, “Hail kecharitomene.” Therefore the word is not simply an action but an 
identity. It’s her new title/name. The perfect passive participle of the grammar shows Mary was acted upon by God (passive) and remains 
in that state (perfect tense) – she has been graced and continues to be graced. “Full of Grace”: While it means “favored,” the term implies 
a profound, continuous fullness, not just a temporary blessing, setting her apart from others. Divine Initiative: The passive voice highlights 
that this grace is a free gift from God, emphasizing her Immaculate Conception and sinlessness, as there was “no room for sin.” Unique to 
Mary: It’s a rare word, used only once for Mary in the New Testament, highlighting her unique status as the Mother of God. 

St. Francis de Sales:
Do not limit your patience to this or that kind of injury and affliction. Extend it universally to all those God will send you or let happen to 
you… Complain as little as possible about the wrongs you suffer. Undoubtedly a person who complains commits a sin by doing so, since 
self-love always feels the injuries worse than they really are. Above all, do not complain to irascible or fault-finding persons. [Irascible 
means like irritable, angry people.] If there is just occasion for complaining to someone either to correct an offense or restore your peace 
of mind, do so to those who are even-tempered and really love God. Instead of calming your mind, the others will stir up worse difficulties 
and in place of pulling out the thorn that is hurting you, they will drive it deeper into your foot.

Pope BXVI:
“I believe that in our own day, after all the efforts of critical exegesis, we can share anew this sense of astonishment at the fact that a 
saying from the year 733 B.C., incomprehensible for so long, came true at the moment of the conception of Jesus Christ – that God did 
indeed give us a great sign intended for the whole world.” Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives (New York: Image, 
2012), 50–51.

CCC 142-143, on faith: By his Revelation, “the invisible God, from the fullness of his love, addresses men as his friends, and moves 
among them, in order to invite and receive them into his own company.” The adequate response to this invitation is faith. By faith, man 
completely submits his intellect and his will to God. With his whole being man gives his assent to God the revealer. Sacred Scripture calls 
this human response to God, the author of revelation, “the obedience of faith.” (Rom 1:5).



ST. MARY CHURCH	 ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Remember in your prayers those 
parishioners or their family or friends who 
are sick, in the hospital, nursing home, 
homebound or in need of prayers…

ST. BENIGNUS & ST. MARY 
PRAYER LIST
Harry Todd, Pat Stevens, Wayne Bryant, 
Jason Wood, Steve Faust, Madge McCoy, 
Richard Oakes, Dave Shoults, Gail Grim, 
Robert Wheaton, Ally Wright, Bonnie 
Hammons, Joe Carson, Bob Dye, Joe Turley, 
Jeff Thoroman, David Tolle, Brittany Kinzer, 
Paula Miller, Claudia Frank, Jeff Hadley, 
Becky Hiser, Theresa Shackelford, Cathy 
Thompson, Edna Maxwell, Jean Smith, Dick 
Lester, Linda Bradford, Roseann Cordrey, 
Barry Reinholz, Rosemarie Muenster, Dale 
Braun, Mary Williams, Greg Burns, Rob 
Wintrow, Nicole Rhoads, Alan Lane, Elaine 
Feder, Aubrey Griego, Jamey Phillips, Mike 
Vermeersch, Ervin Moore, Sarah Severyn, 
Cathy Fox, Bob Prosek, Sandra Singer, 
Arlene Huiet

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer 
List please inform the office (937-840-
9932 St. Mary) or leave a note in the 
collection basket. (St. Benignus Church 
office, 937-981-2785) **

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
December 27 – Kristy Bruckner
December 28 – Lois Richendollar
December 29 – Jane Horne, Thomas Miller
December 30 – Joyce Baker, Tara Beery, 
  Teresa Stuebs
December 31 – Sheri Duckwall
January 3 – Norma Butsch
January 4 – Ethel Wood
January 6 – Isabella Hatfield, John Turner
January 9 – Charles Wise
January 10 – Lisa House
January 11 – Dick Davis, Carson Licca 

https://catholicaoc.org/
beacons-of-light

Collection Information
St. Mary Collection December 21, 2025

Weekly Collection.......................................................................................... $	 5,908.00
St. Vincent de Paul: ....................................................................................... $	 581.00
Retirement Religious Fund............................................................................. $	 20.00
Christmas Flower Offering............................................................................. $	 50.00

Online Giving makes it easy to fulfill stewardship commitments. Giving electronically also 
helps the church save money and improve its budget. It’s less risky than writing checks or 
bringing cash to church. Electronic contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or destroyed and 
have an extremely high rate of accuracy.

St. Benignus Collection December 21, 2025 
Weekly Collection.......................................................................................... $	 6,118.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

St. Mary Online Giving Link & QR Code
osvhub.com/stmaryhillsboro/giving/funds

You can give Online to (SOPC, SVdP, Building Fund, Church) to the link above.

BULLETIN DEADLINE OR BULLETIN EMAIL REQUEST
Bulletin can be Emailed – If you would like to have the Bulletin emailed to you, please 
contact the email below or church office. Please submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. Bulletin 
submissions in writing or email justleahatstmary@gmail.com or submit in my mailbox 
located at the front of the school or call the office at 937-840-9932.

HIGHLAND COUNTY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Next Parish Council Meeting for St. Benignus & St. Mary – January 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
at St. Mary. Highland County Parish Council Meetings will be held the 2nd Wednesday of 
every month and rotate locations between St. Mary & St. Benignus.

DATES & INFORMATION AT ST. BENIGNUS

St. Benignus PSR students will have a donation box in the back of the church for new or 
gently used winter hats, gloves, socks and scarves. The items collected will be donated to 
St. Benignus St. Vincent de Paul and will be dispersed as needed.

SVDP OF ST. BENIGNUS
NOTICE: The St. Vincent de Paul Pantry at St. Benignus Church will be closed on Thursday, 
January 1, 2026.

SVDP meetings are on the first and third Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome. Do 
continue to support our youth drive for winter items: hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, socks.

As our year closes, SVDP of St. Benignus thanks everyone for donations of time, talent, 
goods or donations; any prayers for our success or client’s needs; or suggestions you’ve 
made. We gave over $12,000.00 toward client needs, mostly in pantry items (food, 
cleaning supplies, toilet paper) and utilities in danger of being disconnected. There 
were a few exceptions made for gasoline (for medical appointments) and overnight 
emergency housing. Shoutout to Ian Woods who organized a hats/glove/socks drive for 
SVDP clients. Extra donations allow us to bless clients with a voucher for a single meat 
purchase at Community Market. SVDP welcomes new members. We want not only to 
help our neighbors but also grow in faith ourselves through fellowship and generosity 
to others.

ST. BENIGNUS MEN’S GROUP
Men’s Group of St. Benignus 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m., all men are invited 
to join us at 6:00 p.m.
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ST. BENIGNUS LADIES AUXILIARY 
St. Benignus Ladies Auxiliary Meetings will be held on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Religious Ed Bldg. Any 
questions, please reach out to Paula at 937-876-9883. Meetings 
will resume on March 12, 2026. All are invited to come and help 
support your church. 

ST. MARY REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

2025 Year-End Offering Statement: If you would like it emailed or 
printed for pickup in the back of the church, please contact the 
church office at 937-840-9932 or by email to justleahatstmary@
gmail.com.

St. Mary Knights of Columbus meetings are the 2nd Thursday at 
7:00 p.m. of each month at St. Mary.

ST. MARY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Volunteers Needed: We are looking for parishioner volunteers 
to join our dedicated crew of counters to help with counting the 
weekly collection. If you are a current counter, or would like to 
volunteer for this ministry, please be sure to sign up on the sheet 
in front of Mary on the Communion rail.
Training will be provided. Counting will be done after the 11:30 
a.m. Sunday Mass. Volunteers can sign up until January 12, 2026, 
please contact the church office for more details.

St. Mary Art and Environment Committee is looking for a few 
volunteers to help with church decorations throughout the year. A 
Catholic Art and Environment Committee will use various elements 
like flowers, fabrics, plants, and religious art to create a prayerful 
and beautiful environment to reflect the liturgical season and 
enhance the worship experience. If interested or would like more 
information, please call the church office at 937-840-9932.

St. Mary Choir: Your Saturday organists would love to have voices 
join them upstairs for Saturday Mass. Announcing songs, singing 
the songs familiar to you and new to us, keeping us on the right 
verse - all would be helpful. Please wander upstairs and introduce 
yourself. No special process is necessary. Help us make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord.� – Kristy and Cathy

ST. MARY CHURCH BINGO
Bingo Team 1 (January 2, 2026)
Michelle V.-S.,
Jane H.,
Ann L.,
Josh P.,
Tim L.,
Joann M.

MORNING OFFERING
“O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer You my 
prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day for all the intentions 
of your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
throughout the world, for the salvation of souls, the reparation of 
sins, the reunion of all Christians, and in particular for the intentions 
of the Holy Father this month. Amen.
[He] made the Bear and Orion, the Plei′ades and the chambers 
of the south; Who does great things beyond understanding, and 
marvelous things without number.� – Job 9:9-10

Our Lady of the Hills Parish Family will be 
going to a Cincinnati Reds game on Friday, 
June 12, 2026! 7:10 p.m. is the scheduled 
first pitch. The ticket price is $34.00 (with 
the group discount applied) and we will 
be in section 415-419 (depending on the 
total number of tickets needed).
Chyane Collins is coordinating the ticket purchase. You can reach 
her directly by calling / texting (740-572-2101) with your ticket 
quantity or questions.
Additional information will be shared but we wanted to share the 
date!

Donald Markland, Robert Arbaugh, Amy Kirst-Barnett, Amy 
Simpson, Rob Wintrow, David Rosselott, Elmer & Ethel Wilkens, 
Janet Wilkens, Barb Wilkens, Braun Family, Hovan Family, Dale 
Walker, Ken Breckel, Isador & Lydia Brown, The Hagerty Family, 
Deceased Members of Dean Family, Jim Block Family, Norman & 
Pat Givens, Calvin & Ruth Peterson, Joni Peterson, Luke Givens, Kyle 
Garrison, Eric Givens, Kennedy & Haitz Families, Debbie Kennedy, 
Steve Strahler, Mark Smith, Mrs. William Soards, Craycraft 
Family, Ronald & Sandy Burnett, Russell & Reva Salyer, Clayton & 
Ruth Vanzant, Max & Mary Lou Haines, Kathy Vanzant, Michael 
Cowdrey, Jennifer Henize, Wise Family
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UPCOMING COLLECTION
JANUARY 31 & FEBRUARY 1, 2026
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THANK YOU!
Thank you to our Knights of Columbus for sponsoring the purchase of a new sign for St. Mary. I am grateful to my 
brother knights for their continued prayers and support of our parish! 

Fr. Scott Morgan

CLERGY COMMUNICATIONS
FOLLOW AND PRAY WITH ARCHBISHOP CASEY – Archbishop Casey has launched his own social media accounts!
Follow him at:
  • Instagram: @archbishopcasey 
  • Facebook: facebook.com/archbishopcasey 

SAVE THE DATE! CATHOLIC DAY AT GREAT AMERICAN BALLPARK ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 – The second annual Catholic Day at Great 
American Ballpark will be held on Saturday, September 5, 2026, which is the Saturday of Labor Day weekend. The Cincinnati Reds will host 
the Milwaukee Brewers that evening. More details will be announced soon.

Dear St. Mary Parishioners,
  As most are aware, there are a significant amount of deferred maintenance repairs that need to be made to our campus. 
We have gained estimates for repairs to begin in the St. Mary Rectory – for my soon-to-be permanent offices. We will also begin 
structural repairs on the main body of the church in the near future. Please note that in January your “Building Fund” envelopes 
will be called “St. Mary Maintenance Fund.” Due to the Hall being paid off, this Maintenance Fund will begin to help offset the 
costs and allow us to begin the repairs needed to keep St. Mary a shining pillar in our community. The estimated cost for repairs to 
the interior of the rectory are $13,274.16. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the maintenance fund to preserve our 
beautiful church. 

Thank you,
Fr. Scott Morgan, Pastor
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WLRU 106.9 FM
“The Lord is Right for U.”

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training

937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro

www.fourseasonspetllc.com

Hapner
Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

Parishioner
RICK CORNELE

• New Construction 
• Remodel
• Service

937-393-2012

Bring this bulletin in for a 15% discount 
on our full service.

937-393-1435
edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

Rhoads- 
Edgington

Funeral Home

Big Ernie’s
Pizza

836 South High St.
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-8500937-393-8500

AMERICAN WAY TAX 
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St., Hillsboro

937-393-2201
937-393-2281

Teresa Covert, CPA

James T. McKown, DDS
393-9913393-9913

938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU

Master 
Feed Mill

of Hillsboro, Inc.

Convenient 
Drive-Thru!!

Bag & Bulk Feed
Delivery Available

Steve Ventura, Owner
410 N. West Street, Hillsboro

937-393-4424

AUTHENTIC
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine-In, Carry-Out & Catering
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Thur: 10:30-10
Fri-Sat: 10:30-11  Sun: 11-10

www.number1chinabuffet.com

937-393-2338 • Fax 937-393-2298
1092 N. High St., Hillsboro

Anderson-Ebright 
Funeral Home

306 S. Washington Street
Greenfield

937-981-3066
www.ebrightfuneralhome.com

1255 N. High St., Hillsboro
393-5583

157 Jefferson St., Greenfield
937-981-3233

RAY’S AUTO 
SALES

Buy Here –
Pay Here

6150 U.S. 50

393-2286

PURDINS AUTO 
PARTS, INC.
“We Buy Scrap  

Metal & Junk Cars”

4501 U.S. 50

364-3200

HESKETT INSURANCE
SFM INSURANCE
TODD HESKETT, Agent

937-393-1944
110 East Main St., Hillsboro

https://www.jerryhaagmotors.com
1475 N. High St. Hillsboro, OH

Sales – (937) 957-7009
Service – (937) 957-7003

• Free Delivery
• Drive-Thru Service

Full Line of Medical Equip
Downtown Greenfield

981-2454
Parishioner

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING

Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

PLUMBING & HEATING
Air Conditioning

429 S. Washington St.,
Greenfield

1-800-589-9722

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653
beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

UNION
STOCK YARDS

P.O. Box 129
Hillsboro, OH

45133

937-981-4081    www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

TURNER
FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Hillsboro • Lynchburg • Leesburg
937-393-2124

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

BURWINKEL
DENTISTRY

393-1634
Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.

Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

Horne Law Office, Inc.Horne Law Office, Inc.
J. Allyce Horne

– Attorney at Law –
937-393-1102

131 E. Beech St., Hillsboro, Ohio

1460 N. High St.
sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821
Auto & CampersAuto & Campers

Coachmen
Leader to the Great Outdoors.

Our bulletin is printed 
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.

937-402-4571
100 Harry Sauner Rd., Hillsboro, OH

TO PLACE AN AD, CALL
DEE PRINTING AT 1-800-292-9020

MERLE NORMAN
COSMETIC STUDIO

AND SALON
• Makeup Lessons/ 

 Special Event Makeovers
• Try before you buy
• Ear Piercing
• Custom Spray Tanning

Locally owned & 
operated since 2003

Rachelle Trefz, Owner
Certified Spray Tan

Technician
937-840-0701

Cell: 937-403-5828

MAIN ST. 
MERCANTILE CO.

A herbal wellness company
146A West Main St. 
Hillsboro, OH 45133

937-402-4041
mainstmercantile.com

info@mainstreetmercantile.com


